
eed freed in Beirut 


Iran for releasing all Westerners 


DAMASCUS, April 30, (Agencies): American hostage Frank 
Rejed was freed in Lebanon today by a pro-Iranian Islamic group, a 
senior Syrian official said. 

He told Reuters that Reed, a 57-year-old headmaster, was 
handed over to Syrian securitymen in Beirut at 8.30 pm (1730 
GMT) and was heading for Damascus. 

;A previously unknown group the Organisation of Islamic Dawn 


announced yesterday it would free Reed after nearly four years in 
captivity. 

Reed, the second American hostage freed in eight days, will be 
handed over by Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq AJ Shara to US 
Ambassador Edward Djerejian later today, the official said. 

The release of Reed fuelled hopesof early freedom for 15 Westerners 
believed still in the hands of pro-Iranian Muslim militants in Lebanon. 



^ Arabs outpace Jews 

teraaTs Jewish population grew by. 2 2 per cent in 
thepsstyear but did not keep pace with the rate of 
increase among Arabs, according to the Central 
Bur^udfStatistics. ' . ' 

bureau, releasing Figures ahead of Israel's. 
■ Independence day yesterday, said the non-Jewish 
population rose by 3.03 per cent and includes 


665,000 Muslims, 107.000 Christians and 78,000 
Druze. ' 

- Jews make up 3.755 million of an estimated 4.6 
million population, about 81 .5 per cent of the total. 

The bureau said 49,000 immigrants and potential 
immigrants had arrived in Israel since the last 
independence day compared to 14,500 in the 


previous year. Immigration has been bolstered by 
the Influx of Soviet Jews. 

Picture shows masked Palestinians give a raised- 
fist salute during a military-style procession 
through an Arab Jerusalem neighbourhood on 
April 28. (Reuter wirephoto) 



ilitants join forces 

Skilled in Kashmir; Pakistan raises defence budget 


at.lhe weekend to agree a common political and military sttategy, 

Liberation Front (JkI-P),- met in the capital of Pakistan’s Azad (free) 
Kashrairj'Muzaffaraba^ 

"They .were reluctant to discuss the strategy Tor the key summer 


‘May day!’ J 




anila 


MANILA^April 30,(AP):The PhfHppinenjilitary went on 
nation-wide alert today after militant labour ’groups 
.announced plan* for May Day rallies to demand the 
ctosmgofcti.S bases in the Philippines. 

Meanw hile, Filipino authorities said the US Navy was 
considering tightening restrictions on its personnel after 
report* thin communist rebels plan to kill an Ame rican 
near the giant Subic Bay naval base. 

In orderineihe alert, acting military Chief of Staff Maj. 
Gen. Rodolfo Blazon cancelled all leaves and passes for 
thel65,000-member armed forces and increased security 
atgarii5onsmtbeManila-area on the eve of May Day, the 
international- workers’ holiday. 

: Earfier today, the Wrist May First Movement, a labour 
confederation, announced plans for anti-bases rallies 
tomorrow near the US embassy and outside Clark Air 
Base,58mSes (SO kins) to the north. 

Movement spokesmen demanded that the government 

rrfusetb renew an agreement allowing the Uni ted States to 

maintain at military bases here through September 1991. . 
US.atid. Filipino officials are to begin talks May 14 on 


WXIMAUUIt Ufk. , 

• In Olongapo, 50 miles, (80 kms) west of Manila, a 
Fffipino notary commander said the' US officials were 
concerned about increased security threats by comcounssl 
rebels aj^unst Americans at Subic. 

CaptHiJranio Abedes, commander ofihe 1 64th Philip- 
pine Constabulary Company* said the US Naval 
Ititdt®mec Service may declare some or all areas outside 

Subic off-Bmits next week. 

" Efforts to contact US officials were unsuccessful. 

Abedes said the moves w«e under consideration roBow- 
mgthearrest last week of an alleged rebel sent to Olongapo 
to organise' an assassination team. - 

■ Documents taken 1 from the suspect, Diooisio Bcndoy, 
indicated rebels planned to kill Americans in Olongapo to 
fenbairasaihe Manila government before the bases talks, 

Both' the navy and the US air force have banned most 

■ » >. i . ia aaa v io r V r m rt, 


Mtolh W navy ana uig uj au iwivs 
travel to Manila by the 40.000 US troops; Defence Depart- 
ment civilians and military<iependenissratioiied at the six 


- In Manila, 2! Ftiipino officers, including two general?, 
were to have gone cm trial today fortheir rotes in the Dec 1- 
? -fejjed coup, the bloodiest of six attempts to oust 
Resident Corazon Aquino. „ 

BurchiS judge Brig. Gen. 

*edu led the proceedings until May 8 after SOorM of 
Kporters and other spe^tore jammed the smaM court- 
room, whose air-cooditioner then failed due to a power 

prosecutor CoL Ahaano Dia’erto originally sug- 
msted tlwriiaf be put offuntil next Monday, May /. 
"InCotaljatt City, the priHtary said three soldiers and a 
avfflan- wot lilted and another soU&r woun^d m an 
imbusb oa' siurday by about 50 Mushmjebete on a 
iKyrnFar mg. 880 kms(550 ni^) sou* 

•Jn the town if Akosan, 40 kms (25 rnjes) west of^ 
mjvSbaofcal oCCotabato Qty, six MnsSw setti^ 
SSfiS W ^identified armed men-whfle working on 
hctt&oisS^y. No other detaDs were 

ivaflaHe. v 


- haontha whc* Indian security forces areexpected to step up efforts-to 
crush a Muslim revolt that has taken more than 300 lives this year. 

**We have a common enemy so we think we should have a common 
strategy,” leading JKLF fighter Shafiq said today. 

“They had different strategies before this that ted to misunderstand- 
ing,” Pakistani parliament member Sheikh Rashid said. “They are now 
working together and co-ordinating the jehad (holy war).'* 

~ ■ Also ax the meeting were Sber 

Khan and Zahoor Butt, two of the 
Eve militants released by Indian 
security forces last December in 
exchange for the kidnapped daugh- 
ter of Indian Home (Interior) Mini- 
ster Mufti Mohammad Sayeed. 

A similar alliance was formed 
inside Indian Kashmir earlier this 
year to coordinate guerrilla action 
against the massive Indian security 
presence there and along the 
oeasefire hue dividing the mountain 
region. 

Suspected militants killed five peo- 
ple today in Srinagar and other 
towns in Kashmir, a police spokes- 
man said. 

Police also revealed that two 
photographers, one of whom worked 
part-time for Reuters, were arrested 
yesterday in the disputed region. 

The five were killed because they 
were thought to be police informers, 
the spokesman said. Their bodies 
were found during a nine-hour break 
in a curfew imposed Iasi month on 
Srinagar, summer capital Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Meraj-u-Din,a staff photogra- 
pher of the English-language Kash- 
mir Times who also worked for 
Reuters, and Habibuflah Naqash a 
photographer with an Urdu-lan- 
guage newspaper, were arrested by 
paramilitary police in Srinagar. 

Kashmir police chief J.M. Saxena 
told reporters today: “Two photo 
journalists were found with a person 
involved in militancy and they were 
therefore being interrogated. 

“If nothing is found against the 
two, then they will be released." he 
said. 

The two had not been freed by this 
evening and the families of the 
photographers said they were 
unaware of their whereabouts. 

Pakistan, engaged in a row with 
neighbouring India over disputed 
Kashmir, has raised its defence 
budget by more than 1 1.6 per cent, 
Pakistani newspapers reported 
today. 

They quoted high-level Defence 
Mini say sources as saying Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's govern- 
ment had recently given an 
additional four bilHon rupees ($285 
million) to the armed forces to meet 
the country's defence needs. 

There was no immediate informa- 
tion about how the imraey would be 
spent 



Power crisis 

Power cuts that have brought misery to millions in the 
Philippines forced the postponement yesterday of the 
court martial of 21 officers charged with attempting to 
overthrow President Corazon Aquino, 

A seven-member military court ordered the case re-set 
tor May 8 after prosecution and defence lawyers com- 
plained of the heal in the courtroom. 

“We find it difficult to hold a trial of this significance in 
circumstances like this. We don't have any air-condition- 
ing units." chiel military prosecutor Colonel Aniano 
Desierto complained to the court. 

He also protested that the courtroom was too small to 
hold all the defendants and their relatives. The court 
president. Brigadier-General Demetria Camua. sard future 
hearings would be held In a ceremonial hall. 

Picture shows Aquino (let!) gets a buss from a farmer's 
wife, Anita Glorioso who received a land title for a piece of 
agriculture land in Atfonsotown, south of Manila. (Reuter 
wirephoto) 

Deta0sPage2 


It was a further sign of a possible 
end to the hostage drama that began 
in 1984 with the abduction of the US 
Central Intelligence Agency’s Beirut 
station chief William Buckley. He 
was later killed. 

Iran today declared it was seeking 
to release all 17 Western hostages 
held in Lebanon. 

Mohammed Ali Besharati. Iran's 
Deputy Foreign Minister, speaking 
during a news conference in Abu 
Dhabi, the United Arab Emirate, 
said: “Our country is engaged in 
efforts to obtain the release of all 
Western hostages held in Lebanon.” 

Iran's state-run radio today 
blamed the West for what it said was 
the slow pace of efforts to release 
hostages in the Middle East. 

In Washington, White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
earlier a US team was being despat- 
ched to Wiesbaden, West Germany 
to receive Reed. His family would be 
flown to the US medical facility there 
fora reunion. 

Tehran Radio said the United 
State and West Europe could help 
resolve the hostage crisis by pressing 
the Christian Lebanese Forces 
militia for the release of several Iran- 
ian captives missing since 1982. 

There are six Americans, three 
^ritons, an Irishman, tWsWest Ger- 
manaj-two Swiss' nationals noTari ~ 
Italian missing and believed held 
hostage by pro-Iranian militants in 
Lebanon. 

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Ali 
Akb&r Besharati said in Abu Dhabi 
today that Tehran would exert every 
effort to free Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

He said Iranian influence in 
Lebanon bad secured the release of 
American Robert PoUulI on April 22 
after 39 months of captivity. 

“We in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran are strongly optimistic that all 
the Western hostages held in 
Lebanon will be released," Besharati 
told Reuters through an interpreter. 

Reed’s wife Fifi, 39, said in an 
interview on a US television 
programme: “I’ve got to be packing 
my bag and picking up a few things 
and then getting ready to go as soon 
as I'm given the signal.” 

“This is a joyous day for Mr Reed, 
his family, his friends and all 
Americans,” President George Bud) 
said in a written statement. 

“With Mr Reed’s release, we have 
six innocent Americans that are still 
being held hostage in Lebanon,” as 
weD as the other foreign hostages, he 
said. “Thrir predicament weighs on 
our mind and tempers thejoy wefed 
today. 

“Once again, we wish to express 
our gratitude to all those who 
through their efforts helped in Mr 
Reed's release," Bush's statement 
said. “In particular we would like to 
thank the government of Syria for 
facilitating this release. We would 
also like to thank the government of 
Iran for using its influence to help 
bring about this humanitarian step.” 

A senior Iranian envoy has hdd 
talks with Syrian government and 
Lebanese Shi'ite leaders in Damas- 
cus on the plight of hostages held in 
Lebanon over the past week. 

(See Page 8) 


Iran bids for Saudi ties 

‘Iraa ... on its enemies’ 


ABU DHABI, April 30, (Agencies): A senior century and there is nothing impossible. Rap- 
Iranian Foreign Ministry official sa id today be prochcment with Saudi Arabia is possible." 
was hopeful that the rift between Iran and Saudi Besharati is touring Arab states in the Gulf region 

Arabia will end. and has already visited Bahrain. He spoke to repor- 

“SSSaSS? S2!rf relations wilh Iran in 
Ha^miRiftM^^,notS , “\Vt’rein^2^ W^c^i«repportfor« e m,ri m andsnbv OT ion 

Relations between the two state 

are still strained though there has 
been a marked improvement in 
Iran's relations with other regional 
Arab state following the August 
1988 ceasefire in the war with Iran. 

Besharati ruled out a resumption 
of the 8-year conflict. 

“The two sides have embarked 
quickly on rebuilding war-damaged 
facilities and this shows their keen- 
ness on peace,” he added. 

Besharati is delivering a special 
message to Arab leaders from Raf- 
sanjam, leader of Iran's so-called 
pragmatists. 

Diplomatic sources who did not 
wish to be named, said the message 
deals with regional developments 
and expresses Iran's wish to improve 
links. 

Besharati said be was also briefing 
Arab leaders on the deadlocked 
peace process with Iraq. 

He reiterated Tehran's stand that 
“weareready to enter talks with Iraq 
under the auspices of the UN 
secretary-general provided Iraq 
withdraws from Iranian territory." 

Chances of a resumption in right- 
ing between Iran and Iraq are near 
Fifi Waits zero despite the^stalemate in the 

“The two sides have embarked on 

Fin Reed, wife of Reed, waits for a phone call trom the US State Department next 

to a photo of her husband in her Maiden, Massachusetts apartment yesterday. j ^ prospects for a 

(Reuter wirephoto) new war at this moment are near 

zero,” Ali Moha mm ad Besharati 
told a news conference. 

Iraq “spits in the face or anyone 
who tries to commit aggression 
against iL" Information Minister 
Latif Nassif A1 Jassem said today. 

Addressing local and Arab jour- 
nalists attending the 53rd birthday 
celebrations of President Saddam 
Hussein, be criticised what he called 
the Western press campaign accusing 
Iraq of developing nuclear weapons 
and a doomsday gun and attacking 
Baghdad's admission that it had bin- 
ary cbemica] weapons. 

But he said the campaign had 
helped Iraq gain broad support from 
all other Arabs. 

Ridiculing Britiac's seizure of US- 
made capacitors bound for Iraq on 
the grounds they could be used to 
explode a nuclear device, Jassem 
said: “Do you believe that $10,000 
worth of capacitors are enough to 
make an atomic weapon? It is hardly 
enough to buy a snail car.” 


Fifi waits 





Farouq Al Shara speaks to reporters 
in Damascus. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Diana s brother Britain working on secret space plane 

n fits roval i 0 b LONDON, April 30, (UFI): Scientists at British Aero- “The speed of the vehicle is used to ram air into the 

y ■* ^ space ha vrri wi inii w t a newtnuMrer mace plane that would ensure at very hi eh pressure. Fuel is then infected and tiae 


Warm greetings 


British actress Joan Collins kisses couturier Valentino 
Garavani attar he had greeted her at the Savoy fn London. 
Valentino was showing his autumn/winter 1990 boutique 
collection with highlights from springfeummer haute 
couture collection lor the benefits of the Aids Crisis Trust. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


LONDON, April 30, (AP): Frinrass 
Diana's brother-in-law, Sir Robert 
Fellowes, is to become Queen 
Elizabeth Li’s private secretary and 
keeper of her majesty's archives, 
Buckingham Palace announced. 

Fellowes, 49, who married Lady 
Jane Spencer, the rider of Dina's 
two sisters, will succeed Sr William 
Hesdtineas the Queen's most senior 
adviser when Hcsdtine retires in 
October. 


LONDON, April 30, (UPI): Scientists at British Aero- 
space have deagned a new low-cost space plane that would 
be a rival to the US space shuttle, according to a report 
published yesterday. 

The Sunday Correspondent newspaper said it has dis- 
covered documents in the British library which show that 
Britain is attempting to join the space race by designing a 

new vehick with arterial en^nethatcUmbintospace from 

a runway. 

The project abased on a radical eo^ne design known as 
an “oblique shockwave detonation ram-jet," the paper 
said, which bridge the gap between rockets and ordinary 
jet engines. The engine would use air from the atmosphere 
to provide thrust, unlike conventional rocket power. 


Bangladesh 
sets rules 
for manpower 

DHAKA, April 30. (UPI): The 
government set up a welfare fund and 
protective measures Tor Bangladeshi 
workers going abroad, in an effort to 
regulate the top hard currency earn- 
ing export of manpower, the Mini- 
ster for Labour Serajul Hossain 
Khan said today. 

^ . . The measures are designed to 

nve from today, but did notmation which South Yemen is to merge the mhmter said, 

whether the representation Of the two before the end of the year, has also gome 744.000 Bangladeshis worfcmc 

countries will be at ambassadorial pushed for the recondfiatiom abroad — 61 per rant of them in 

Saudi Arabia, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates — send back nearly 
$800 milh'on every year and have 
become a main source or funds for 
this poverty stricken country. 

“It is time that workers get due 
attention to meet their difficulties," 
the official said. Until 1989, the 
expatriate workers' remittances 
totalled some $5 billion. 

A $46,000 welfare fund will heh> 
defray expenses in case a Ranelade*h; 


Candidates’ registration starts 

By Lima Al Khalafawi and Diana Abou Haidar 

CAN DIDATES started yesterday morning registerin g for the upcoming 
elections of the Interim National Council. 

Registration at the Sharq police station will continue until May 9, from 
8 pm until 1.30 pm. 

Among the first candidates to register were Faihan DhifAJ Ottaibi for 
the 24th constituency of Fahaheel and FayezHamedAJ Bouqaili for the 
1 5th constituency of Farwaniya. 

According to the election laws, if no more than the required number of 
candidates applied for a certain constituency, the interior minister will 
declare them elected unopposed. 

On June 10. polling stations will start receiving voters at 8 am until 8 
pm. However, these hours could be extended in case more voters on the 
premises did not cast their votes. 1 

Election committees have the right to nullify conditional votes, ballots 
containing more than the required votes and others marked or signed by 
the voter. 


South Yemen, US restore ties 


ADEN, April 30. (AP): South 
Yemen and the United States res- 
tored diplomatic relations today, 
ending a 22-year rupture. 

An official statement said that 
consultations between Aden and 
Washington and that links were res- 
tored on the basis of “equality, non- 
intervention in the internal affairs of 
each other, mutual respect and 
mutual benefit-” 

The statement, issued in both 
capitals, said the decision was effec- 
tive from today, but did not mention 
whether the representation of the two 
countries will be at ambassadorial 


level. 

South Yemen broke off ties with 
Washington in 1968, less than two 
years alter it gained independence 
from Britain and became the Arab 
world's only self-styled Marxist 
state. 

Kuwait had attempted to mediate 
a rapprochement in recent years. Bill 
that effort foundered because South 
Yemen was on the US list of nations 

that allegedly sponsored terrorism. 

Conservative North Yemen, with 
which South Yemen is to merge 
before die end of the year, has also 
pushed for the reconciliation. 


“The speed of the vehicle is used to ram air into the 
engine at very high pressure. Fuel is then injected and the 
mixture flows towards a shock-wave region within the 
engine, where it is compressed so much that it detonates,” 
the paper said. 

The dttonation would I swiftly expand the gases. Wasting 
out of the rear of the eqgine and propelling thespace plane 
forward For the ram-jet to operate prorariy, the aircraft 
must be travelling at Mach o ■— six times the speed of 
sound, the paper said. 

“To achieve this, the plane will be launched from a Jet- 
propelled trolley and will soar into the air under rocket 
propulsion,'' the Sunday Correspondent said 


loses bis job, he said Also, workas- 
wEQ pay employment anents rk. l 


ban facm ly after receiving their 1 ^ 
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Protest restrain 

A Delhi policeman tries to restrain a demonstrating lawyer outside the Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi yesterday. 
More than 200 lawyers protested to highlight its view that Pakistan is supporting a Muslim uprising in the Indian ruled 

Kashmir. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Kaifu for larger 
role in S. Asia 

Major policy speech in India 


NEW DELHI. April 30, (AP): 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu of 
Japan said today his country was 
committed to playing a larger 
role in Asia by marshalling its 
economic clou L 

In what was billed as a major 
policy speech, Kaifu outlined 
plans for “a new international 
order” during a 40-minute 
address to the Indian 
Parliament. 

Kaifu, who arrived in India 
yesterday to start a weekiong 
tour of five South Asian nations, 

. said Japan had learned “the les- 
sons of history” after its defeat in 
World War II and would never 
again try to become a military 
power. 

“But times have changed 
dramatically,” he said. “Now 
that the building of a new world 
through dialogue and co-opera- 
tion is being called for, Japan can 
rarjd'm usYpIky a' posi live role by 
“p'uttlng to effeciive use its econ- 
onric ‘ and , ' technological 
^pSb&iti&'r 

, In the past two years, Kaifu 
said, Japan has sought to expand 
its development aid to other 
nations. 

“The time has come, I am con- 
vinced, for this Japanese 
initiative to bear its effectiveness 
even further,” he said. 

He said that one-fifth of 
Japan's overseas development 
assistance was being channeled 
to South Asia, where one-fifth of 
the world’s population — 1 
billion people — live. 

He said Japan has earmarked 
S50 billion for the region for a 
five-year period that started in 
im. 

Earlier in the day, Kaifu met 
with Indian Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh and indicated Japan would 
pledge a concessional loan of 
about 100 billion yen ($633 
million) to India next year, spok- 
esmen for the two governments 
said. 

Japan has tended to shun com- 
ments that could be perceived as 
interference in conflicts or inter- 
nal unrest in Asia, but in his 
speech to the Indian Parliament, 
Kaifu stressed that Japan was 
willing to work for peace in Asia. 



Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaiiu places a wreath on the 
memorial to MahatmaGandhiatRal- 
ghat in New Delhi yesterday. (Reuter 
wirephoto) 

“I also believe that it is neces- 
sary at this juncture to relate to 
you how we intend to contribute 
positively to the relaxation of 
tension and peaceful resolution 
of conflicts in Asia,” he said. 

Kaifu called for “a stable and 
open China.” He said China's 
violent crackdown on pro- 
democracy demonstrators last 
year was regrettable, but that 
China should not become 
isolated from the world. 

Turning to the conflict bet- 
ween North and South Korea, he 
said Japan would strive fordirect 
dialogue with North Korea 
“with a view to improving our 
relations with the country.” 

In Cambodia, he said. Japan 
was trying to help develop a com- 
prehensive political settlement. 


Kaifu said Japan was concer- 
ned about Kashmir, where a 
Muslim movement to secede 
from India has drawn India and 
Pakistan into a new crisis over 
the future of the territory claimed 
by both countries. 

”1 strongly hope that the 
governments of India and Pakis- 
tan will ease the tension through 
the exercise of self-restraint and 
try to solve the issue peacefully 
through talks,” Kaifu said. 

Kaifu also noted that Japan 
had welcomed the creation of the 
South Asia Association for 
Regional Co-operation, or 
Saarc, to deal with regional mat- 
ters. 

“Should Saarc as an organisa- 
tion desire to receive co-opera- 
tion from countries outside the 
region ... Japan will be prepared 
to consider extending 
appropriate co-operation,” 
Kaifu said.' ' . ” 

Kaifu is visiting three of those 
nations on his current tour, Ban- 
gladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
His last slop will be Indonesia on 
Friday and Saturday. 

Kaifu said the political chan- 
ges sweeping the world mean the 
time has come for new approa- 
ches to strengthen peace and 
democracy. 

Referring to the debtsincurred 
by developing nations, he said: 
“It is necessary in the interest of 
the world economy to resolve 
their economic difficulties." 

Kaifu also took aim at New 
Delhi’s economic policies, 
jndirectly criticising its position 
in the Uruguay round of talks on 
global trade and urging fiscal 
reforms to open its markets and 
permit greater foreign invest- 
ment. 

He also said he believed that 
Lhe General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs, the system regulat- 
ing international commerce, 
should be strengthened and 
expanded to cover “trade in 
services, intellectual property 
rights and trade-related invest- 
ment transactions,” a proposal 
that has been opposed by India 
and other developing countries 
during the ongoing Uruguay 
round of global trade talks. 


Afghan relief 
agency looted 
in Pakistan 

PESHAWAR. (Pakistan), April 
30. (Reuter): An Australian relief 
agency today threatened to stop 
working in Pakistan after 
thousands of Afghan refugees 
protesting against Muslim 
women's exposure to strangers 
looted and burned its faciliu'es. 

Police said they bad arrested 
24 people for leading Thursday's 
attack by about 5.000 people on 
the Shelter Now International 
(SNI) facilities at a refugee camp 
■ outside the northwestern Pakis- 
tani town of Peshawar. 

The attack on the community 
centre for Afghan widows and 
orphans, a vehicle workshop and 
a building material factory foll- 
owed speeches by mullahs who 
said it was against Islam for 
women to appear before stran- 
gers of the SNI staff. 


19 killed in Bangladesh 

Freak ‘firestorm’ 


DHAKA, April 30, (Reuter); 
Freak thunderstorms with red 
clouds and scorching winds have 
killed at least 19 people and 
injured 500 in Bangladesh, 
officials said today. 

They said seven villagers died 
in northern Sirajganj district 
when their houses collapsed or 
were blown away by 100 km per 
hour (60 miles per hour) winds 
last evening. 

More than 100 people in Lhe 
area suffered burn injuries dur- 
ing a 15-minute hot spell just 
before the storm. 

The other deaths were repor- 
ted from Chandpurdistrict in the 
southeast, Manikganj in the 
north and seaside villages in 
Cox's Bazar. 

Villagers told weather officials 
thick clouds suddenly turned red 
before what they called the ‘fire- 


storm’ hit, sending people 
screaming to escape scorching 
hot winds. 

The officials said Lhe firestorm 
was a new phenomenon in 
impoverished Bangladesh, a 
country prone to natural disa- 
sters. 

The hoi spell was followed by 
cool winds, heavy rain, hail- 
stones and thunder. 

Sunday's storm, the latest in a 
series that have killed at least 300 
Bangladeshis since March, 
uprooted five power supply- 
towers near Bhairab town east of 
Dhaka, plunging a vast area into 
darkness. 

Weathermen said today more 
storms were expected during 
May and there could be wide- 
spread flooding across much of 
the countrv. 
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2 killed in 

Bodyguard opens fire 



KATHMANDU, Nepal, April 
30, (AP): A nervous bodyguard 
of a district official fired into an 
angry mob in western Nepal 
today, killing two people, Prime 
Minister Krishna Prasad Bhat- 
taraisaid. j 

He said one person wasinjured 
in the firing at Pokhra. 2<)0 
kilometres (125 miles) west of 
Kathmandu. ! 

The trouble started after some 
“reactionary forces, counter- 
revolutionaries and rowdies" set 
fire late yesterday to Lhe office of 
the Pokhra district magistrate, 
Ramchandra Upadhyay. he 
said. 

Today, a crowd of residents 
marched to the officer's 
residence to demand the arrest of 
the culprits, but “the bodyguard 
became nervous on seeing the 
mob and opened fire,” Bhattarai 
said. 

The army was called out and 
Home Minister Yog Prasad 
Upadhyay has flown to Pokhra 
“with all powers to transfer 
anybody on the spot to diffuse 
the situation,” he told reporters. 

State-run news agency Rash- 
triya Samachar Sami Li said, the 
fire started in three or four places 
in the building and destroyed all 
records. 

Bhattarai ’s I J -member pro- 
democracy government took 
office April 19 after a popular 
movement forced King Birendra 
to abolish the party less national 
assembly which he dominated. 
He also dismissed a rubber stamp 
government to clear the way for 
the interim government 

The new government has 
promised to hold elections within 
a year and reform the present 
constitution that gives near- 


absolute legislative, executive 
and judicial powers to the king. 

Bhattarai said his government 
was not planning to introduce an 
interim constitution, as reported, 
but set up a constitution commis- 
sion with Birendra’s approval to 
draft a new constitution that is 
expected to limit the king's 
powers. 

“Talks with the king towards 
that have reached a final stage 
and perhaps soon we may be able 
to take a decision." he said. 

The constitution commission 
will be set up “very soon.” he said 
without elaborating. 

The multiparty movement 
started in February and climaxed 
on April 6 when police opened 
fire on a crowd of 200,000 pro- 
democracy activists, mar ching to 
the royal palace in Kathmandu. 
Witnesses said 200 people were 
killed but Birendra's govern- 
ment said 1 Opeople were killed in 
the crackdown throughout the 
nation. 

Bhattarai will meet King 
Birendra to discuss abolition of 
the office of zonal commission- 
ers, a move likely to reduce direct 
royal control and strengthen the 
powers of the hew multi-party 
interim government. 

Bhattarai, leader of the Nepali 
Congress Party, told United 
Press International yesterday he 
would also discuss broad 
representation of political par- 
ties in a committee for drafting 
the new constitution. The new 
constitution would limit the 
powers of the king. 

In another development, 
Bhattarai said he would send his 
finance minister to India today Lo 
discuss Nepalese proposals to 
break the 14-month impasse in 


In Nepal 

King is a god 
for villagers 

KAM1DANDO. Nepal. April 30. (Reuter): In the remote 
villages of Nepal, the king is a god and the Kathmandu 
politicians pushing for democracy mere shadows. 

For the 22 families of Kanudando. huddled in the 
Himalayan foothills, caste and tradition come before 
poll ucal reform, and democracy means far less than the 
success of xbe season's com harvest. 

“It is a hard life, but that is ourfaie,” said Bed Bahadur 
Tamang, a 39-year-old Kairodando peasant who shares 
his thatch-roofed mud hut with his wife ThuH and three 
children, plus oxen and goats. 

“Our king is rich and powerful," said Thuli. “We beheve 
he is oar God Vishnu. 

“How can anyone force him to doany tiling?” She asked 
as she prepared the cam paste that is the family staple for 
all but Eve festival days a year. 

Hj uli said she had heard bi ts of news about die protest in 

Ka thman du but. giggling, she dismissed them as mere 
rumour. 

Sociologists said the views of Tamang and Thuli were 
typical of the overwhelmingly rural population of Nepal, 
one of the poorest countries in the world with a population 
ofl 8 million people. 

Political observers say Nepal’s rural majority, their 
attitudes shaped by caste and poverty, will play a crucial 
role in the struggle between pro-democracy reformers and 
monarchists in a general election due in.one year's time. 

Earlier this month. King Birendra bowed to weeks of 
pro-democracy demonstrations and named a reformist 
government committed to introducing multi-party 
democracy and constitutional monarchy into the 
Himalayan kingdom. 

The king's action ended 30 years of the partyless pan- 
chayai system and brought centrist liberal reformers as 
well as communists into a government previously con- 
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A woman vendor hawks her wares in Kathmandu on 
30 sitting besides a wall on which is writtengrafitti warnin 
people against extremists. (Reuter wirephoto) 

trolled by supporters of Nepal’s mystical absolute mon 
arch. . ! 

But the weeks of tunnoil in far-away Kathmandu hav 
scarcely touched the rhythms oflife in Kanudando; accesj 
sible only by a harrowing climb down the sheer face of j 
diff. • • • 

The villagers mainly raise com and supplement thei 
meagre incomes with work in nearby shops orat a potter^-' 
kiln. Caste determines their place in the village. "V A 

Tamang and Thuli belong to the Theshatriya or warrio ' i0 i 
caste, which fiercely supports King Birendra's Shah dyn ,V 
astytbat unified Nepal more than 200 yearsago. ' 

On those rare days they are treated to meat, it i 
delivered by members of the two low-caste families or th ' - 
village. ’ 



the trade and transit dispute sim- 
mering between the two neigh- 
bours. 

Devendra Raj Pandey will 
seek the lifting of a virtual trade 
embargo by India that has 
caused severe shortages and 
hardship for the Nepalese. 


“Dr Pandey will be irarrying a 
personal letter from me to Prime 
Minister V.P, Singh," Bhattarai 
said. He earlier had asked New 
Delhi to restore the earlier trade 
relationship governed by a 
“friendship treaty" allowing 
special benefits to Nepal. 


Last week the Nepali Congrea- : 
Party made ovtatunes to lndii-: 
during a, three-day conference 
calling “nearer - ties" with id ; 
giant neighbour.” ' ' 

The trade and transit treat} -, 
between India and Nepal expiree 
March 23, last year. 


5 killed 
in Delhi, 
Amritsar 
blasts 

NEW DELHI, April 30, (Agen- 
cies): At least five people were 
killed and more than 40 iqjored 
today when bombs exploded in 
New Delhi and die Sikh Holy city 
of Amritsar. 

In New Delhi, at least four peo- 
ple were killed and 25 inpmd In a 
bomb explosion on a public 1ms 
carrying about 60 people, die 
United News of India (UNI) said. 

It was not immediately known 
who was responsible. 

Kashmiri Mnsfims and Sikh 
militants waging separate cam- 
paigns for independence from 
Mia have both staged bomb 
attacks in the Indian capital in the 
past. 

In Amritsar, in the northern 
state of Punjab, at least one per- 
son, a shopkeeper, was killed and 
30 were injured in two shmdtan- 
eoos bomb blasts, police said. 

Twelve people were injured in 
the explosion outside a grocery 
store that killed the shopkeeper, 
while eight people, including 
women and children, were injured 
in the other blast near a police 
station. 

In a telephone call to a news 
agency, a man claiming to work 
for a Sikh militant organisation 
called the BMndra nwale Khalis- 
tan Tiger Force (BKTF) claimed 
responsibility for both Amritsar 
explosions. 

“We have done this to take 
revenge against the repressions of 
the government on the Sikhs," 
said a Bfaindranwale Tiger Force 
spokesman. 

The bombs were concealed In 
doth bags thut were hanged on the 
handle bars of two bicycles. One 
bicycle was parked near one of the 
12 ancient gates of Amritsar’s old 
walled city and the other aban- 
doned abort one-half ofa mile (0.5 
km) away in the Katra Baghian 
locality. 

The devices exploded sunttan- 
eonsly at 5:1 5 pm, spraying clouds 
of shrapnel, police said. 

A spokesman for Guru Teg 
Bahadur Hospital in Amritsar 
said 31 people were brought to the 
facility with blast wounds. A 
shopkeeper, identified as Ram 
Nath Kaiia, died from his bjories, 
be said. 

Foot other people were released 
after treatment and the remaining 
victims were admitted, he said. 


WANTED 

Construction equipment (used good condition) 

1. 75 tonISO ton Crane 
30 Ton Crane 
18 Ton Crane 
Truck Flatted 10 Ton 
Trailer with Tractor 30 Ton 
Fork Lift 3 Ton 
Bus 50 Passengers 

Welding Machine 2001400 A Diesel & Electric 
Contact Project Manager 4847030 Ext. 501 


2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 


Models- 12 
Capacity — 1200 KG 
Height— 335 CM 
Model Year — 1 984 
Call or contact Mr. Abu Jamal, Tel. No: 5312968. 
Between : 8.00 am to 12.00 noon ’ 

4.00 pm to 7.00 pm. 



An old Nepalese man shows his support to the Nepali Congress Party with the 
party’s flag on hfs hat in Kathmandu on April 29. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Tamil Tigers start 
‘dictating orders’ 

Peace panel informed 


COLOMBO, April 30, (Kuna): 
A series of incidents involving 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), in the northern 
and eastern provinces of Sri 
L a nka, have been reported to the 
chairman of the north-east peace 
committee. Justice Minister, 
Shah ul Hameed, according to 
government sources. 

These sources said today that 
minister Hameed w ill tak e these 
incidents with the LTTE delega- 
tion when it arrives in Colombo 
next week. 

It is reported today to the Joint 
Operations Command (JOC) in 
Colombo armed cadres of the 
LTTE, numbering some 40 of 
them, entered a predominantly 
Sinhalese village, Athawatun- 
awena, in the eastern province of 
the island, took photographs of 
the village and also questioned 
the Sinhalese villagers there. 

Another report reaching the . 


JOC said armed cadres of the 
LTTE had entered shops owned 
by Sinhalese in the eastern Bat- 
ticaloa town and requested the 
owners to erase all Sinhala lan- 
guage lettering on name boards. 

Yet another incident reported 
was armed LTTE cadres who 
took away a truck, loaded with 
rice, which was proceeding to 
Kandy in the central province 
Frvpara in the eastern province. 

Meanwhile, the LTTE has sent 
out instructions lo all motorists 
in the northern and the eastern 
■ provinces to obtain driving licen- 
ces and certificates of road wor- 
thiness of their vehicles before 
the end of June this year, security 
sources based in the north said. 

Sta nly D ominic, a member of 
the LTTE, said the necessary 
application forms for these pur- 
poses have already been printed 
and are being issued to all motor- 
ists. 



Confusion delays 
court-martial 

Manila coup ■; 

MANILA. April 30, ( AP): The first court-martial of soldiers accused of tryini~~ 
to oust President Co razon Aquino last December was postponed today becaua 
the room was too small and there was no electricity due to the country ’s power - 
crisis. 

Twenty-one officers, including two generals, were to have gone on trial&day — “ 
for their roles .in the Dec lr9 failed coup, the strongest and bkxxiiesrctwt. . ' 
attempts to oust Mrs Aquino. 

But chief judge Brig. Gen. Demetrio Camua rescheduled the proceedings'-'' 
until May 8 after scores of reporter s and other spectators jammed the small - : 
courtroom, whose air-conditioner failed due to’a power outage. 

Chief prosecutor CoL Antiano": 
Disierto suggested the trial be-" 
delayed until next Monday, defence 
lawyers and members of the seven-' 

-officer tribunal pointed out that dec-; ■ ■ 
tririty was to becutthatday through- ^ 
out Manila because of the nation’s?' 
power crisis. 

The trial was then reset for-..’ 
tomorrow. T. 

Problems over venue and elec-.^ 
tririty were not the only hitches on - 
the opening day of the trial, which 
was supposed to underscore the : 

Aquino government's commitment ' • 
to cracking down on its opponents. -*• 

During the proceedings, a defence V: - 
lawyer, retired Col. Mariano San- ^ 
tiago, pointed out that the Philippine 
Dag behind the tribunal was inverted 
in a “revolutionary position.’' “■ ' 
Military rebels use the inverted 
national flag as their banner. Spec- : 
tators broke into laughter as • 
embarrassed guards scurried to pull 
down the flag. 

Defendants include air force Brig. •• 

Gen. Jose Commendador and army 
Brig. Gen. Marcelo Blando. They ‘ 
were among six (lag officers charged ! ■ . 
with participating in the failed putsch ' : 

in which 1 13 people died p'ri more 

than 600 were wounded. 

Retired Brig. Gen. Felix Brawner ‘ 
has been charged with rebellion and 
murder but no date was set for his 
trial before a civilian court. Brig. 

Gen. Edgardo Abemnai5St2Jontrial • 
for bis role at large. . 

Other defendants indude two 
navy captains, one colonel, seven 
lieutenant colonels, three majors, 
five army captains and one air force . 
lieutenant 

All arc charged with mutiny, mur- - 
der and attempted murder and con- 
duct unbecoming an officer. They 
face sentences oflife imprisonment if 
convicted on all charges- 
The most severe penalty handed 
down so far by a military court to 
leaders of five previous coup attem- 
pts was 20 years orhard labour. That qjjlfcj 
sentence was given to a lieutenant 1 sfjSft 
colond, two majors and three cap- , 
tains in connection with a ‘“led 
rebellion in January 1987. ^ ' * • * j 

Commendador is accused of lead- 

ing the lakeovrirofMactan air base m 

Cebu, 560 kms (350 miles) southeast ,. 
of Manila. The air ba* was the last 
stronghold given up by the rebels m y 
the December attempt. 


ImeMa trial 

NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): 
Imelda Marcos, whose fhuid trial 
was interrupted last week because 
of her high Mood pressure, retur- 
ned to court today and said she 
was feeling fine. 

Mis Marcos, 60. fell ill during 
the trial's lunch break on Thurs- 
day after a customs agent told of 
the day in February 1986 when 
she and her husband, former 
Philippine president Ferdinand 
Marcos, arrived in Hawaii foll- 
owing his ouster from power. 

The agent, Leslie E. Kinney, 
was to resume his testimony 
today. 

“I’m OK," the former Philip- 
pine first lady said as she arrived 
at US District Court in Manhat- 
tan this morning. 

Farmers protest 

ILOILO, April 30, (AP): About 
200 angry farmers stormed the 
Iloilo provincial governor's 
office today to demand help for 
drought damage, and guards 
opened fire, seriously wounding 
one protester, witnesses said. 

Witnesses said Samuel Torato 
was shot in the stomach when 
guards of Gov. SimpEcio Grino 
opened fire to disperse a crowd in 
the provincial capital of Iloilo. 
290 miles (465 kms) southeast of 
Manila. 

The farmers were protesting 
alleged government inaction and 
incompetence in delivering finan- 
cial aid to help them cope with a 
seven-month-old drought plagu- 
ing the central Philippines. 

30 die in fighting 

MANILA, April 30, (Reuter): 
Thirty people, including 18 sol- 
diers, died in fighting between 
government forces and insur- 
gents in the southern Philippines 
during the weekend, military 
reports said today. 

In the Moodiest incident, com- 
munist guerrillas killed 15 
troopers and wounded seven oth- . 
ere on Saturday when they fired 
on an army patrol fording a river 
in Davao Del Sur province. The 
military said five insurgents were 
killed in the battle. 



Indian fleet of Airbuses to remain grounded, says minister 


NEW DELHI, April 30, fliPI): India's fleet 
of thirteen A-320 Airbuses will remain groun- 
ded until a court of inquiry finishes its inves- 
tigation of the February crash of one of the 
European-made aircraft in Bangalore that 
left 90 people dead, the government announ- 
ced today. 

Speaking to the Upper House of 
Parliament, Civil Aviation Minister Arif 
Mohammad Khan said the government 
would not allow the A-320s to fly until the 
question of the aircraft’s safety had been 
satisfactorily answered. 


Khan said the government would not bow 
to pressure from any interested party to 
resume operations of the A-320s. No risks 
would be taken with regard to public safety, 
he said, adding that Lhe Airbuses would noL 
even be used to carry cargo. 

The government has lost vast amounts of 
monev as a result of the grounding of the A- 
320s.' 

Earlier this month, an inquiry committee 
headed by an official of the directorate gen- 
eral of the civil aviation submitted its findings 


so a judge investigating the Feb I4aircrash of 
the Indian Airlines A-320s. in Bangalore? 

1,100 miles (1,760 km) south ofjNew Delhi, . 
killing 90 people and injuring 56 others. . . : 

The committee cited pilot error as the cause 
ofthecrash. f .. 

Later, a spokesman of the Indian Commer-'.-. 

cial Pilot Association (ICPA) of the western, 
region said the report was based on assump-'^ . 
tion and that hs members held the France _ 
based Airbus Industrie and- and Indian^^'e.^ 1 - 
Airliires responsible for the air disaster. ' v i ‘ 
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‘Which Way Home’ depicts plight of boat people 


Thailand, April JO, (A P): 
and film actress jCy biil She- 

- sk* k playing- the role of an 

: ^PK?5 .Anjencan nube .in war- 
; ;.? a V?^.^cH3b3ia "because of a lin- 
-Mriftc eilllf _ru 


* r * ^jrr .. — . — iwu it uluci 

^jum^fieneratton. - 
•■ Shepherd, who has just turned -40 
«are. in - Which Way Home,” a US- 

’ . Aneihiiisii - < ■ j-:- ■ . 


Au stralian production , that depicts 
C^bodta's ldltmg J Gekis,the pUghtof 


a^ywood classic, . “The 'African 
. ySeen; \-.\; 

:/ppak : p( & gro.wing ruimber of films 


about, the Indo- China conflict, the 
movie is set in 1979 when Vietnam’s 
invasion of Cambodia toppled themur- 
cterous Khmer Rouge ami sparked a 
pitiful refugee exodus to theThai-Cam- 
bodian border. 

Shepherd, who recently starred in 
television's popular “Moonlighting." 
plays a nurse who impulsively rescues 
three orphaned Cambodian children 
and escapes with them from a frontier 
refugee camp. With Vietnamese 
refugee children picked up on the way, 
she attempts, to find a safe haven for 
her charges, some of whom perish dur- 
ing the flight. 


The group is rescued from rape and 
murder at the hands of South China Sea 
pirates by an Australian charter boat 
captain, an alcoholic drifter smuggling 
antiques out of Thailand played by 
John Waters, who has appeared is 
“The Perfectionist,” “Breaker 
Morant" and other films. 

He wants to dump his unwanted 
human cargo at the first opportunity 
but love develops between the hardbit- 
ten, dropout from sodety and the ideal- 
istic nurse out to save the world. By the 
time they reach Australia, a kind of 
. family is forming. 

“On one level it’s, an old-fashioned. 


making film on refugees 


sentimental love story but it’s wrapped 
around a very important issue," said 
Australian producer Hal McElroy. 
“We’re Lrying to get across the message 
that the refugee problem is perhaps 
even more senous today than in 1979 
and that wehavetodosomethingabout 
it.” 

McElroy and cast members note that 
a quarter million Cambodian refugees 
still languish in border camps cared for 
by dedicated aid workers and that 
pirates continue to prey visciously on 
the boat people. There are captains at 
sea reluctant to help the Vietnamese 
escapees and officiate quibble — as 


Australian authorities do in the film — 
about who to accept or reject for reset- 
tlement. 

Shepherd, who took part in marches 
protesting the Vietnam war in the late 
1960s, views the Indo-China refugee 
exodus as a tragic result of America’s 
military involvemenl in the region. 

“1 fed the guilt of many Americans of 
ray generation. 1 fed guilty about what 
we aid to Southeast Asia. We were so 
wrong.” Shepherd said. 

A vocal advocateof children’s rights, 
the mother of four said the script’s 
focus on the plight of children among 
refugees also attracted her. 


Given its similarities to Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos, Thailand has 
served as the location for a number of 
Indo-China war films including “The 
Deer Hunter.” “The Killing Fields," 
“Good Morning Vietnam,” “The 
Casualties of War” and the upcoming 
“Air America.” 

The made-for-television film is to be 
shown on Australia’s Channel 10 and 
on Turner Network Television in the 
United States. Credits of the Sydney- 
based producer include such award- 
winning films as “The Year of Living 
Dangerously” and “Picnic at Hanging 



SINGAPORE, April 30, (UPI): Frightened workers duster with 
- = tbeir meagre belongings on the lawn of Thailand’s embassy, 
.v wondering who will be the next to die mysteriously in his sleep. 

5 " am very scared,” said Thavai Hasee, a 30-year-old con- 

j-stnKtjon worker. “If I have to die, ills better that! die at home.” 
" The baffling deaths of L 5 seemingly healthy Thai labourers in 
, ffogaporeanecihe beginning of the year ana 200 since 1983 has 
touched off an international search for the cause and produced 
c heated denials dial deplorable working conditions may be a 
-'factor.- ‘ . . _ ' ^ 

vi il With Thai and Singapore medical specialists swarming over 
worksites but unable to isolate the cause, health officials are 
-^taping in desperation to the United States, Britain and Australia 
Xinbopes of a breakthrough. • : 

,^’tV-:-So far, physicians have listed culture shock,.inadequate diet, 
stimulants to cope with long working hours, low potassium 
/r Hood levels, vitamin B1 deficiencies and conditions involving 
' Genetics, dietary habits and .stress as possible reasons for the 
deaths, confined tomales ranging in age from 2 1 to 45. 

^ -The workers, usually peasants from northeastern Thailand 
vriio^jumped at the opportunity for jobs. in the burgeoning 
- ,• Singapore construction industry, simply; blame ghosts and other 
.Tvsupematuiarcaxises. ; -. '; 

•^The death April 20 of 28-year-old WiritPatha was as baffling 
v:6s the rest. ", . - '' 

£ S&yw Wanna, a colteague, said Wizit appeared normal the 
; mgiit before ids demist only to be discovered dead by his ock 
^. workers attempting tou.utelce .faim forbreakfast. ■TeTrified,'‘the 
v* ' ’Tlteis^rtfused'to repoftftfr'Wttrk tuft 
' gements to depart. \ .t 

' Simon -Wee, manager of the firm employing item, said, “some 

V ^want to go back for a mqn^ while others want to go back for 
' gooii I don’t blame them.” - 

-^Ahautopsy showed What, like- those before him, died of 
^airdiac faBure, with no other dues. : 

?53r ’7$ere have been two similar Thai deaths in Malaysia since 
.-■January, 18 in Brunei over the last year and 600 in Saudi Arabia 
■ ^smcC: 1,975. ~ -* 

^ Bangkok. Thailand, the government of Prime Minister 
Qiatichai ChoonhaVan has announced it will gradually end its 


*»! 1 fit iIVO 1 1 f : y~» t 1 } ’• ■ t TiTiM rn f » y- • El*. i n : ' >) 1*2 


Prompted by the rash of deaths, officials said Thais wfli be 
:ttixo^orking inThailand, where an expanding economy has 
fuded demand for labour. - 

^ Deputy Interior Minister Wattana Asawahem charged Thai 
Workers are living msqualour in Singapore and said his depart- 
mentvrill attempt to find jobs for those returning. 

-' “We are hoi going to bah the export of Thai labour to 
Singapore now,” Wattana said. “But we will slow down and 
discourage those who want to be employed there.” 

• VUe said a senior official would go to Singapore to determine 
tew many of the.30,000 Thais in the island nation wished to be 
repalriatoi immediately.' 

^ Trending conditions here, the Singapore Labour Ministry 
Stressed it found living quarters “generally satisfactory.” with 
the. inen supplied with adequate water .electricity and sanitary 

'facilities. • 

• • “living conditions cannot be' the 'cause of these death as 
workereof other nationalities have not suffered the same unfor- 
tunate fate,” a ministry spokesman said. 

v Concerned that the controversy “may reflect awrongimage of 
ddntractois,” the Singapore Contractors Association said it is in 
its. members’ interest to look after the welfare of all foreigners 
hired! 

^Workers are given a mandatory medical checkup, a compul- 
sory Safety course, insurance protection and company medical 
jmvices,theorganisatk>nstiessed. _ . 

- j With the of. fear worsening and crowds of Thais 

Peeking to return home, builders are afraid of a labour shortage if 
the exodus continues and are trying to convince the men to 

remain. . . , 

. Terror, however, frequently outweighs even the most araent 

^^T^jusi plain afraid of -dying in my sleep,” said Kamol 
Kewsai, 24. who had worked for only 10 months and had just 
mazpged to repay his agent's S 1.500 fee for securing the job.. 


r required 

QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT 

vFor a Foreign School 

Wiiii the fofflowing qualifications : 

1 . iMiiiimum 10 years’ experience preferably in 
; - any foreign educational establishinent 

2, ^Knowledge of compuLers 

i- ’ ^ . * 

|i%ood-knbwledge of Englishlangu^e both * - 
; ;; spotoi and written (Arabic desirable) 

;4. x Good personality 

:5_,; ^AttractiYe salary for die right candidate 

6. ^Transferable resid«icepennit 

p/ 8aS e send C.V. to P.O. Box; 24079 Safat, 13101 



Cervantes prize to Roa Bastos in a 
ceremony in Alcala de Henares, 
Cavan te’s birthplace east of 
Madrid. 

In presenting the prize, the 
Spanish monardi called Roa Bastes 
“a man ofietters and ideas, of 
words and conscience.” 

“I see the prize as a double 
honour,” Roa Bastes said, “for my 
work and for the culture of my 
countiy.” 

The 72-year-old author, who 
Spent several decades in exile during 
the dictatorship of Gen. Alfredo 
Stroessaer, is best known for his 
1974 historical novel •% The ChfaT 
about the life and times of 19th- 
centuiy . Paraguayan dictator Jose 
Caper Rodriguez de Branch. 

The prize is named for 16th- 
century Spanish writer Mind de 
Cervantes, the author of “Don 
Qributo” and considered by many . 
to be the father of the noveL 

The award jury, assembled by the 
Ministry of Culture, selected Roa 
Bastos from among 32 candidates in 

November. (AP) 

• • • 

FORT WORTH, Texas Stewart 
■ Copeland, former drummer for the 
Police, is revising his open, “Holy 
Blood and Crescent Moon,” which 
opened last fall in Cleveland to 
lukewarm reviews. 

“There’s a lot more that the opera 
has to offer that we didn’t achieve,” 
said Copeland, who is being assisted 
. by the Texas Christian University 
orchestra. 

The new version is expected to 
make its premiere on Nov 16, at the . 
Tarrant County convention centre. 

• • Copeland also said getting back 
; ’ together with his former Police 

• bandmates for motpih.usic making 

; taa possibility. . . 

‘ ' - ' “One day we’ll probably give it a • 
' go,” he said (AP) 

V • * 

BOISE, ldaboe A 21-year-old 
woman who achieved her goal of 
bong a Playboy playmate of ihe 
- month last fall, became the first 
black playmate os' the year, the 
men's magazine announced. 

“I don't Think of myself as black 
or white.” said Bence Temw, who 
has a black father and a white 
mother. 

Featured in the June issue, she 
was chosen by the Playboy staff, 
and Playboy founder Hugh Hdher 
gave the final nod. 

As Playboy^ Mias November, the 
Boise woman was introduced to 
readers as “the best thing to come 
out of Idaho since the (potato) 
spud.” Idaho is known for its 
potatoes. 

Ms. Tenison, employed by a 
Boise electronics company, has 
done local modelling, including T?- 
commercials and catalogue photos, 
besides poring for Playboy. (AP) 

* V • 

ORLANDO, Florida^ Wafer 
Lantz, creator of the impish Woody 
Woodpecker cartoon character, 
received the first star on Uohenal 
Stndios Florida’s “Walk of Fame” 
as part of bis 90th birthday 
celebration. 

The star Lantz received is similar 

• to those on Hollywood Boulevard 
in California. The S600-milUon 
Orlando studio's grand opening is 
June 7. 

Lantz, 90, has been affiliated with 
Universal since the 1930s and has 
drawn cartoon characters for more 
than 800 animated films shown in 
72 nations. (AP) 

• » * 

MIAMI BEACH, Florida: David 
Bowie's new soimd-and-vision tear. 
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his hits from the 1970s and early 
'80s— and Bowie says this is the 
last time he'll perform them. 

-After this. I’m through with it 
all," he told the Sun-Sentinel in 
Fort Lauderdale. “You'll never 
hear those sons again. It’s the ’90s. 
A new decade. What better way to 


stan out than by cleaning house, 
getting it out oftbc way and moving 
on." __ 

“I won’t be singing ‘Suffragette 
City*’ when I’m SO.” 

The tour, which has already 
visited Canada and Europe, 
features all-request shows, with 
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c allin g a 900 lefephonemimber. 
(API 

• * * 

CAMBRIDGE. M*W«b«*tts: 
West German CbaaceSor Hdmet 
Kohl has accepted an invitation to 
deliver Harvard University ’s 
commencement address on June 7, 
university officials announced. 

“Chancellor Kohl has emerged as 
<Hie of the world’s most influential 
political figures toad has contributed 
significantly to redrafting the 
political and economic map of 
Europe” Harvard pwrid ca * Dtnk 
Bok said. 

• Kohl, 60, became chancellor in 
1982. He has played as active role in 
defining the changing relationship 
between East and West Germany 
since the fail of the Berlin Wd.) 






TRUMBULL, Connecticut, 
April 30, (AP): Donna Russell 
says she was “called by tbe lord” 
to open an expensive Lakefront 
bouse to the homeless, but neigh- 
bours say even God’s servants 
must obey man’s laws. 

Town officials, acting on a 
complaint from a neighbour, 
have ordered Russell to stop tak- 
ing in young homeless mothers 
and have threatened her with 
arrest. 

The law in this southern Con- 
necticut community of 33,000 
requires that three-quarters of 
the people living in a single- 
family dwelling oe related by 
blood, marriage or adoption. 
Even the town officer responsi- 
ble for land-use laws calls the 
restrictions outdated, but that 
hasn’t quieted Russell’s neigh- 
bours. 

Russell blames the opposition 
on snobbery and on fears that the 
presence of homeless people will 
hurt property values. 


Crawford’s final bow 

Michael Crawford takes his final bow in the highly acclaimed musical 
Phantom of the Opera on Sunday. Crawford is leaving the stage 


3-nati.on ....... , 

p^oecliiTi : b: 
on Everest 

BEIJING, April 30, (Agencies): 
Chinese, American and Soviet 
mo untaine ers whose &st attempt 
to scale Moot Everest was foiled 
by higA winds left base camp today 
for a second try. 

Tbe gnmp, trying to promote 
good wffl among toe three nations, 
had climbed to 8,300 metres 
(27,230 feet) on the 8^48 m et re 
( 29 , 028 -foot) mountain in mid- 
April in hopes of reaching the top 
oa April 22, Earth Day. Bat winds 
forced the efimbers to retreat. 

The official Xinhua news agency 
said sax efimbers, two from; each 
country, left tbe base camp first 
and were scheduled to reach a camp 
at 6£0O metres (21,325 feet) later 
today. They hoped to reach the 
smnurit May 6. A second group of 
six was to follow one day behind. 

ffiness also has taken a ton on the 
group. Expedition leader Jim 
Whittaker, who in 1963 became tbe 
first American to scale Everest, 
was evacuated to Nepal in early 
April after injuring las leg. Xmbua | 
said an American woman climber, 1 
Larerne woods, left on Friday with 

pnwwMiiria. 

Tbe group planned to bring down ' 
from the mountain as esti m a te d 
two tons of trash left by earlier 
expeditions, including empty 
oxygen bottles and cans. 

Jnst over 200 people have made ; 
it to the summit of Everest since Sr 
Edmond Hfllary of New Zealand 
and Tenzing Norgay of Nepal 
became the first in May 1953. 

About 100 climbers have been 
killed on the mountain, where 
woedd-be conquerors face trea- 
cherous rock and ice faces, tem- 
peratures pfammetmg to mi nus 40 
F (-57 C and winds of 50 miles per 
boar(80kph). 


Choreographer 


Shawn dies 

of Aids at 45 

NEW YORK, April 30, (APV. 
Michael Shawn, choreographer Tor 
the Broadway musical “Legs 
Diamond," has died at the age or45. 

Shawn died Saturday at,St Luke's- 
Roosevdt Hospital Centre in Man- 
hattan of complications from Aids. 

The choreographer, who learned 

m 1987 that he had Aids, was fired by 
the producers of a Legs Diamond.” 
He sued in 1989 for $2.75 million, 
claiming he was discriminated 
against because of the disease. The 
lawsuit was settled earlier this year 
out of court. i 

Shawn also created dances for the 
Broadway shows "Oh. Brother" and 
“Onward Victoria ” He choreogra- 
phed several off-Broadway shows as 
well, including two musical produc- 
tions that toured overseas: “My Fair 
Lady.” which appeared in Japan, 
and “Deutschland lied." which was 
shown in Germany. 


production to star in the movie 
rehearsals in July. 


version of Phantom, and begins 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Woman opens house to homeless 



over the streets. If we can’t take 
care of our own brothers and 
astervthen what good are we?” 
said Russell a divorced mother 
of three. 

Russell the owner of Sunrise 
real estate in nearby Bridgeport, 
was showing the four-bedroom, 
three-bath house to a prospective 
buyer two years ago when, she 
said, “I felt spoken to from 
God.” ' 

She bought the white dap- 
board home herself in 1988 for 
dose to $400,000. 

Accommodate 

Russell said she can accom- 
modate up to three families at a 
time. She’s taken in four women 
and their children to date. Two 
young mothers and their babies 
are now living with her, she said. 

She would not let a reporter 
inside her house to talk to the 
families, nor would die let them 
be interviewed by telephone. “I 
don’t want the privacy of the 
home exploited,” she said. 

The town issued a series of 


presence of homeless people will don’t want the privacy of the 

hurtproperty values. home exploited,” she said. 

"There are people lying all The town issued a series of 


Are You 
Ashamed Of 
YOUR English? 

Be Specialist Trained in Written and Spoken English! 

A good command of English can ensure yonr success! It can improve 
your chances of promotion — get yon a better job — increase yonr 
earning power and enhance yonr social life. Yon can acquire it quickly 
and easily. 


citations and eventually 
threatened .her with arrest. Rus- 
sell filed an appeal 
She plans to seek a waiver at a 
May 2 hearing before the town 
zoning board of appeals, saying 
it is unconstitutional to require 
.that people living under the same 
roof be related. 

Zoning enforcement officer 
Donal Murray said that if Trum- 
bull’s zoning laws were fully 
enforced, “you could empty out 
half the town.” 

"Anyone who moves in with 
his boyfriend or girlfriend in a 
single-family home is violating 
the zoning law,” he said. “Times 
do change, and I don’t think 
we’ve kept up with them.” 1 

But Fred Radford, an official 
of the Pinewood Lake Associa- 
tion, is suspicious of Russell's , 
motives. “The first thing that 
comes to mind is, who is paying 
for this? Just the bare facts of it 
strain credulity,” he said. I 

Russell said sheis not charging , 
the families to live with her. 



When you can talk fluently and 
effectively - write clearly and 
concisely, you impress your 
boss -your colleagues and your 
friends. 

To help you be successful we 
offer you a specialist, home-study 
Diploma training in Business 
English. You learn how to write 
business letters, reports, minutes, 
memos, telex, telegrams, conduct 
meetings and lots more about 
business — phis frill tuition in the 
Fn gKsh lang ua g e and how to use it 
in your job. Never again seed yon 
be ashamed of your English. 


Your training has been specially 
written for people whose mother 
tongue is not English. If you 
understand this announcement, 
you wfll also understand our Pro- 
spectus - sent FREE on request 
— giving fuller details of this 
unique opportunity. Don’t miss 
your chance! If you are over is 
write NOW giving your name and 
address in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
No obligation. Dept. B/ATS 20, 
Business Training Ltd, 7 Dale 
Street, Manchester, Ml 1JB, 

En gland. 


BUSINESS 
TRAINING 
LIMITED 
Dept. BATS 20. 
SnundatoHmu* 
7 Dale Street 
Man ch ester, . 


Please tell me about your home-study traming aid Mow lam obtain 
myspedOst Diploma. 

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 


Other names 



American 
campuses 
home to 
bigotry 

NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): : 
Rather than idyls of openess, 
many US college campuses are 
home to bigotry, according to a 
new report. . . 

“The idyllic vision so routinely 
portrayed in college promo- 
tional materials often masks dis- 
turbing realities of student life,”' 
according to the report, “Cam- 
pus life: In search of commun- 
ity,” released yesterday. 

Tbe study was a joint project 
of the Carnegie Foundation for 
the Advancement ofTeaching, in 
Princeton, New Jersey, and the 
American Council on Educa- 
tion, a Washington-based higher 
education lobby. 

The findings were based on 
visits to 18 campuses, interviews 
with teachers, students and 
administrators across the nation, 
and national surveys of 382 
college and university presidents 
and 35S chief student affairs 
officers conducted in 1989. 

The survey found one out of 
four presidents said racial ten- 
dons were problems on their 
campuses, and 48 per cent of 
presidents of research-oriented 
universities said racial harass- 
ment was a “moderate” or 
“major” problem. Sixty-two per 
cent said sexual harassment was 
a “moderate” or “major” 
problem. 

“Since the ’60s, the notion of 
universities having parental 
authority has greatly dismini- 
sbed,” said Ernest L. Boyer, 
president of Carnegie, m an 
interview. “But we haven’t found 
new ways to think about the 
social and civic dimensions, of 
campus life. Universities don’t 
know how to exerdse authority 
even when they see incivility.” 

“Partly out of confusion, there 
has been a drifting around tile 
civic dimensions of campus life, 
and nowhere is that more 
apparent than in racial and eth- 
nic relations.” 

Stigma 

A Chicago student intervi- 
ewed said, “we cany a stigma. 
When I first came here as a fresh- 
man, a white undergraduate said 
to me, ‘you’re here but my frimjd 
who is better qualified, is not’ ” 

At another campns, a Mack 
candidate for student govern- 
ment said a white student asked 
him, “is the other candidate on 
your ticket a nigger, too!” 

The report urged colleges not 
to fight bigotry with restrictive 
speech codes, such as the one 
passed several years ago by 
racially-troubled University of 
Michigan. Instead, they should 
affirm freedom of expression 
while condemning campus 
bigotry in no uncertain terms. 

The report said students must 
be encouraged to look beyond 
personal goats to their respon- 
sibilities to tbe school common* 
ityand to society at-large. School 
officials, in turn, need to show 
genuine concern about student 
needs. 

Classrooms should be a start- 
ing point for rebuilding this lost 
sense of community. Students, 
for example, should be given- 
opportunities to work together, 
not just compete. And the 
curriculum should have a sense 
of shared intellectual purpose, 
and not just be a smorgasbord of 
courses, the report said. . 




At the British Council building 

2 Af Arabi Street — Behind A! Arabi Stadium — 
Mansouriah 

BEST SERVIC E I\ 
KUWAIT 

■— Fully Qualified Experienced Teachers 
— Computer Assisted Language Learning 

— Children’s Afternoon Classes from 
the age of 1 1 

— Separate Times fo r Men and Women 

— Library 

—Videos In all rooms 

☆ Next course for adults begins 
5 May 90 to 4 July 90 

☆ Next course for children begins 
5 May 90 to 13 June 90 

Registration from 1 May ’90 

Times: 9 JO am — 12.00 noon 
5.00 pm — 730 pm 

9.30 am — 12.00 noon Thursday 3 May 90 

Teiephooe 2515512/2533204/2533227. 
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Mexico wants its agents in US 


Demands ‘reciprocity’ in the drug war 


MEXICO CITY, April 30, (Reuter): Mex- 
ico drug agents, with their unsavoury 
reputation for ruthlessness and venality, 
could soon be operating in the United States 
if the government of President Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari has its way. 

The unprecedented call for the posting of 
Mexican agents on the US side of the bonier, 
a request sure to be opposed by American 
lawmakers, came in a strongly-worded com- 
munique issued at the weekend by the Mex- 
ican Foreign Ministry. 

The communique, which referred to the 
findings of a government probe into the 
abduction to the US of a Mexican national 
facing charges in the murder of a US drug 
agent, said that Mexico plans to limit the 


activities and number of US Drug Enfor- 
cement Administration (DEA) agents in 
Mexico. 

It further warned that all joint drug con- 
trol operations with the US could be cur- 
tailed if the Bush administration fails to meet 
Mexico's demands for “reciprocity" and 
“new rules of co-operation" in the drug war. 

The statement underscored how the April 
3 abduction of Humberto Alvarez Machain, 
a physician accused of participating in the 
1985 torture and killing of DEA agent 
Enrique Camarena Salazar, has soured US- 
Mexican relations. 

Despite public denials of any direct US 
role in the abduction, officials in Washing- 
ton who declined to be named have ackn- 



Homage to Pizarro 

Mourners gathered on Saturday to pay homage to slain M-19 presidential candidate Carlos Pizarro, who 
was assassinated on April 26. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Navarro 
named to 
replace 
Pizarro 


BOGOTA. April 30, (UPI): A 
guerrilla group-turned-political 
party has chosen a new presiden- 
tial candidate to take the place of 
Carlos Pizarro, assassinated 
Thursday aboard a commercial 
airline flight. 

Antonio Navarro Wolf accep- 
ted the candidacy of his party 
Saturday during a massive fun- 
eral for Pizarro. He was heavily 
guarded by men openly brandi- 
shing weapons during the fun- 
eral. 

“Carlos, they have asked me to 
continue your path of peace and 1 
accept," Navarro said in accept- 
ing the nomination. 

Colombia's presidential elec- 
tion is set for May 27. Pizarro 
was running a distant fourth in 
the polls before he was slain. 

Polls have shown Cesar 
Gaviria Trujillo, candidate of the 
ruling Liberal Party, with a large 
lead over bis nearest rival. 

Pizarro, 39, former comman- 
der of the M-19 guerrilla group 
that earlier this year turned in its 
weapons to join the legal political 
process, was killed Thursday by 
an assassin as he travelled to a 
campaign appearance aboard an 
Avianca Airlines flight. He was 
the third candidate assassinated 
in less than a year. The gunman 
was killed instantly by 
bodyguards. 

Officials in Caracas said a 
guerrilla group calling itself the 
"Jaime Bateman Command" 
detonated three bombs early 
Sunday in the Colombian con- 
sulate in Barinas, 312 miles (500 
km southwest of Caracas, 
apparently to protest Pizarro's 
assassination. 

“Don't kill our desire for 
peace," said a slogan painted by 
the guerrilla group at the bomb- 
ing scene. 

President Virgilio Barco said 
television and radio broadcasts 
would be opened to the surviving 
candidates to replace public 
campaign appearances and 
admitted the nation was prac- 
tically helpless against suicide 
assassins. 

A hit squad linked lo the 
powerful Medellin cocainecarte! 
that was formed to fight the 
extradition of indicted drug traf- 
fickers to the United States den- 
ied involvement in the shooting. 

Pizarro was the third presiden- 
tial candidate killed in less than a 
year. The others were the leading 
candidate of the ruling Liberal 
Party, Senator Luis Carlos 
Galan. on Aug 18, 1989, and 
Bernardo Jaramillo of the leftist 
Patriotic Union coalition on 
March 22. 


Endara makes 
first visit to US 

Kidnappers held 


owledged that Alvarez Machain's kidnap- 
ping was orchestrated by the DEA office in 
Guadalajara, the city where Camarena was 
abducted outside the US consulate in 1985. 

The US embassy says 43 Americans work 
with the DEA in Mexico. A Mexico news 
magazine published a list of 49 DEA person- 
nel here last week, however, and said “an 
undetermined number" of agents were 
working in Mexico illegally and “without 
control." 

Regardless of the acuta! size of the DEA 
force in Mexico, the Foreign Ministry said 
the number of US agents would be limited in 
the future and that their activities would be 
monitored closely to ensure that they were 
only involved in “matters of information." 


Kidnap 
leader 
held in 
Mexico 

MEXICO CITY, April 30, 
(UPI): Police arrested a former 
judicial agent implicated in the 
kidnapping of a doctor that has 
threatened Mexican-US anti- 
narcotics co-operation, and will 
seek the extradition of others, 
authorities said yesterday. 

The attorney general's office 
said federal police arrested former 
judicial agent Jorge Covarrobias 
Manriquez Saturday morning in 
Mexico City in connection with 
the April 2 kidnapping of Dr 
Humberto Alvarez Machain. 

Alvarez Machain was abducted 
from bis home in Guadalajara and 
taken to El Paso, where he was 
arrested and charged in the Feb 
1985 torture-slaying of US Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
agent Enrique Camarena Salazar 
and his pilot. 

Cor arm bias told investigators 
he was contracted to head the 
abduction of Alvarez Machain, 
who is accused in Los Angeles of 
reviving Camarena with drugs so 
the agent could mdergo farther 
interrogation and torture by his 
drag baron captors. 

.. Covarrobias said he was sup- 
ported to receive 10 nalliOD pesos, 
an equivalent of 53,600, far his 
role in the abduction, hot told 
police “they haven't given me a 


WASHINGTON, April 30. 
(AP): The United States and 
Panama are using the occasion of 
President Guillermo Endara’s 
first official visit as leader of Pan- 
ama lo sign three agreements 
aimed to fighting drug traffick- 
ing. 

During his five-day trip to 
Washington and New York. 
Endara will also meet with 
officials from the International 
Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and the Inter- American 
Development Bank. 

After a meeting between 
Endara and President George 
Bush today, representatives of 
the two countries were to sign an 
agreement allowing the US 
military to board Panaraanian- 
flag vessels suspected of carrying 
narcotics, another seeking to 
regulate chemical substances 
used for illicit drugs, and a third 
permitting the US Coast Guard 
to enter Panamanian territorial 
waters under specified circum- 
stances. 

A senior US official, who insis- 
ted on anonymity, drew a sharp 
contrast between conditions in 
Panama since the US invaded in 
December and those - that 
prevailed a year ago when Gen. 
Manuel Antonio Noriega was 
still firmly in charge. Inter- 
national observers had said 
Endara has won the May 1989 
presidential elections, but 
Noriega refused to allow him to 
lake office. 

The Noriega-cotrolled elec- 
toral tribunal threw out the 
results of the election, creating a 
constitutional crisis. 

F.ndra was sworn in as 
president while US invasion for- 
ces were still in Panama. 

The US official said Endara’s 
legitimacy is increasingly recogn- 
ised both in Panama and abroad, 
even though he assumed his 
duties as a direct result of 
military intervention. 

Although there was little sym- 
pathy for Noriega internation- 


ally. a substantia] number of 
countries believed the US 
invasion, which resulted in 
deaths of Panamanian civilians 
and was followed by weeks of 
unrest, was unjustified. 

Noriega now is awaiting trial 
in Florida on drug trafficking 
charges. The military establish- 
ment he headed for six years has 
been stripped of its Noriega 
loyalists and is now under 
civilian authority. 

The official said most econ- 
omic indicators, including 
private investment levels, sug- 
gest Panama is on the way to 
recovery after a long period of 
decline. 

Other officials, however, said 
unemployment levels are dan- 
gerously high, creating the pos- 
sibility of renewed unrest 

Endara. at a stop Sunday in 
Miami on his way to Washinton, 
suggested the rebuilding nation 
may need more than the 5420 
million in aid that is awaiting 
approval by Congress. 

An Endara adviser, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
Endara's government had 
requested $f billion toward its 
recovery. 

Bush has lobbied bard for con- 
gressional approval of a 5420- 
million aid package for Panama. 
Passage is considered likely but 
well behind the timetable set by 
the administration. 

Endara has expressed interest 
in a free-trade agreement with 
the United States, and that issue 
is expected to come up in this 
week's talks. 

■ Six people have been arrested 
in the kidnapping death of a 
grandson of a former top assis- 
tant to Gen. Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, the attorney-general 
said. 

A published report quoted a 
prosecutor as saying the kidnap- 
ping was related to the theft of 
547 million from Panama’s 
National Bank during Noriega’s 
rule. 


Mexican authorities had 
already arrested six people m the 
case, a ccusing them of withhold- 
ing liberty. 

On Saturday, the Foreign Min- 
istry said Mexico will reek the 
extradition of others implicated in 
the kidnapping, which has drawn 
charges President Carlos $alinas 
de Gortari that the DEA violated 
Mexican laws and sovereignty. 

President George Bush denied 
Friday that any DEA officials 
were involved in the kidnapping, 
but said tiie nre of bounty hunters 
should not be ruled out The DEA 
has denied reports it paid 550,000 
to have Alvarez spirited to the 
United States. 

“The Mexican g overn ment will 
begin immediately the process to 
request the extradition of the per- 
sons, Mexican or forego, who 
participated in the carrying out, 
planning or organisation of the 
kidnapping,*’ a Foreign Ministry 
comumunaesaid. 

Salvador 

Bishop raps 
military aid 

SAN SALVADOR. April 30, (AP): 
San Salvador's auxiliary bishop yes- 
terday criticised US military aid to 
his country, saying “weapons must 
be traded for plows as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

Auxiliary Bishop Gregorio Rosa 
Chavez during yesterday's homily 
said the military aid should go ins- 
tead toward solving the overwhelm- 
ing social problems that have fuelled 
Et Salvador's 1 0-year-old civil war. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Salvadorans have been displaced by 
the fighting, and unemployment or 
underemployment in the country is 
estimated in the 45 per cen t range. 

"Weapons are always a danger, 
which is why peace is not built with 
weapons, it is buiir with reason and 
dialogue,” he said. 

He also attacked a threat by right- 
ist President Alfredo Cristiani to cut 
back on social programmes to 
increase the military budget if the US 
aid is cut. 


Salute to the crowd 

Secretary-general of the South African Communist Party Joe Slovo salutes a crowd during a rally on Sunday 
after returning from 27 years in exile for talks with the government this week. On the left is African National 
Congress (ANC) deputy president Nelson Mandela (Reuter wirephoto) 

Apartheid hard to spot 

Whites venture 


TEMBISA. South Africa, April 30, (Reuter): Apartheid is 
hard to spot on the streets of central Johannesburg where 
blacks and whites shop and work together daQy. 

But when they go home, for all the talk of future power- 
sharing, the guif between the races is only too obvious. 

Apartheid. South Africa's unique system of racial 
segregation, mandates that blacks rod whites live apart. 

Only black servants are allowed to live in white areas. 
But that gives the black community a sense of how whites 
live. • 

Most whites still see blade towns only fleetingly on 
television, usually when violence has erupted. They are 
viewed as dangerous, alien places. 

When 60 whites chose to spend four days in the black 
township of Tembisa earlier this month they attracted 
amazement, derision and fear from their own kind — and a 
warm welcome from across the racial divide. 

“My mother was in tears for a day and a half,” said 
Maureen Jager, a young housewife whose husband tried to 
talk her out of her 10-km (six mile) journey from their 
comfortable whiles-only suburb to the matchbox houses 
and dusty streets of Tembisa. 

“Ifanything happened to memy friends would say it was 
no place for a white woman.” 

The visit was only the third of its kind in half acentury of 
apartheid. 

Nico Smith, a minister in the white Dutch Reformed 
Church who started the “encounter" programme ofblack- 
white social exchanges in 1986. knows the reaction. 

He was cut off by friends, family and church when be 
moved into a black township to begin ins work. He now 
belongs to the rebel black Dutch Reformed Church and 
has retired to Pretoria. 

The only blacks Jager had come into close contact with 
before visiting Tembisa were her maid and gardener. 

“It is quite nice meeting them on an equal footing, notas 
a ‘madam,” she said. 

**I know I'm prejudiced, but 1 was pleasantly surprised 
by how many people I've met who have degrees.” 

The visitors were given VIP treatment. 

“They give you pride of place,” said Ian Lourens, a town 
councillor from the exclusively white suburb of Midrand, 
near Johannesburg, after his first night in the township. 

“There were eight people in the house, Tm now the 
ninth, but they wouldn't let me sleep on the floor, so I 
shared a bed with my host’s brother.” 

Teacher Janet Biancfccnsee was given an “ofiidaf wel- 


come” to her street by a group of neighbours, and first shift 
in the super rota in Roseline Jozana's tiny kitchen. A 
stream of relatives and friends came to look. 

The four-roomed bouse was better than most in Temb- 
tsa. It had an inside bathroom, running water and elec- 
trievity. At night only eight people occupied the two 
bedrooms, half the average. 

Blanckeasee took a cake as a gift for her hostess and 
apologised that tt was made inn microwave oven. She was 
surprised to find Jozana did not even, have a refrigerator. 

More than 1 00 blacks had offered to have the pioneering 
whites to stay. Many were disappointed. 

Exchange organiser Barry Poppleton said: “We were 
expecting 200 (white visitors), but lots made excuses at the 
last minute.” 

He said fear could have been an element. Many town- 
ships have been violent since the government legalised 
black political activity in February, although Tembisa has 
been calm. 

The African National Congress, the biggest blade 
opposition group, offered to protect the visitors after a 
group of youths told Poppleton they did not want whites in 
their township. But no protection was necessary. 

Jager said she felt quite safe walking around Tembisa at 
night — something many white South Africans would 
never do in their own suburbs where they shelter behind 
high wails rod guard dogs and move around by car. 

For Poppleton. breaking down white fear is vindication 
enough of the encounter programme. 

“Black people hold the key to the liberalisation of the 
white community,” he said. 

He hoped the realisation that blades accepted them did 
not make it easier for whites to live with apartheid. 

The visitors were taken on a tour of the township that 
included a squatter camp where hundreds live m plastic 
shacks. 

Some were uncomfortable amid the rubbish. 

“I don't think we should be here, these people have their 
dignity," said Blanckensee. 

The squatters, including a man in a three-piece suit who 
had come home from work in the white city, didn't seem to . 
mind. 

Eighteen year-old Benina Mkwanazi, who hosted 
Johannesburg schoolgirl Jackie Bester, explained: “We’re 
glad to have people coming toour city to see what life is like 
— we're fighting to live the way they live.” 


234 ev acuees arrive in UK 

Fighting intensifies in Liberia 


LONDON, April 30, (AP): A 
special British Airways flight 
yesterday brought 234 people to 
London from Liberia, where 
rebels are fighting to oust 
President Samuel Doe. 

Britain's Foreign Office war- 
ned Britons last week as fighting 
intensified that they should leave 
the West African country for 
their own safety. 

The United States has been 
cautioning Americans to defer 
non-essential travel to Liberia 
since fighting broke out last 
December when the government 
attacked some 200 rebels it 
accused of trying to overthrow 
Doe. 

Thousands of Liberians fled 


the fighting to neighbouring 
Ivory Coast, and witnesses have 
reported indiscriminate attacks 
by government troops against 
innocent civilians. 

Western diplomats reported 
hundred of Liberians were killed. 

The extra flight yesterday 
brought people of many nation- 
alities, including Britons, 
Americans, Koreans, Indians 
and Germans, to London's 
Heathrow airport. 

Margaret West- Sadler, from 
Gloucester, arrived with her 
daughter Elizabeth. 13, after 
spending six months in the coun- 
try with a Roman Catholic mis- 
sion. 

“It's panic out there," said 


Mrs West-Sadler, .whose hus- 
band stayed behind. “We were in 
Monrovia itself and people are 
just not able to cope with the 
situation. 

“We didn't see any fighting 
but we saw a lot of panic among 
the government soldiers. They 
couldn’t control crowds — they 
couldn't even control them- 
selves. They got angry very 
quickly, which was unusual." 

“The situation is very tense 
and people are so scared that 
they are moving out,” said 
Romilla Rodrigo, an Indian 
woman who has lived in Mon- 
rovia for five years. “They are 
hearing that the rebels are head- 
ing toward Monrovia." 



Contras to meet Chamorro to discuss disarming 

Will not hand in weapons until rebel conditions have been met 


Contra rebels listen to a radio broadcasting Vioieta 
Chamorro’s inaugural address on April 25. The 
Contras listened ro the address while concentrated 
in a ceasefire security zone 110 miles north of 
Managua. (Reuler wirephoto) 


MANAGUA, April 30, (UPI): Contra rebels have 
begun to move into cease-fire zones but will not 
hand in weapons until they discuss a list of demands 
at a meeting this week with President Vioieta 
Chamorro, rebel leaders said yesterday. 

Contra political advisor Aristedes Sanchez said a 
rebel delegation will meet with Chamorro Wednes- 
day to discuss the demobilisation of the rebels, who 
agreed to enter cease-fire zones by April 25. the day 
Chamorro took office, and lo disarm completely by 
June 10. 

Sanchez said Roberto Ferrey. a Chamorro adv- 


isor and former Contra leader, told the rebels a 
meeting could be held with the new president on 
Wednesday. May 2. 

"The leadership of the Nicaraguan resistance is 
going to hold talks with President Chamorro and 
will make up work teams for economic and social 
issues to solve the current problem, which is getting 
bogged down by a lack of confidence on the part of 
the rebel combatants." Sanchez told United Press 
International. 

For the first lime since demobilisation talks began 


in March, the Contra delegation will include Chief 
of Staff Israel Galeano. popularly known as Com- 
mander Franklin. 

Max Rodriguez, one of the Contra commanders 
who signed the cease-fire and disarmament 
agreement April 19. was quoted in the Sandini'sta 
newspaper Barricada as saying the Contras have a 
list of conditions to present to Chamorro. 

“We have a list of demands that I think are 
acceptable, but if Chamorro does not accept them 
we will stay here in the mountains," Rodriguez told 
Barricada. • 


MIAMI, April 30, (AP): Attor- 
neys for ousted Panamanian 
leader Manuel Antonio Noriega 
said today that the US govern- 
ment has frozen all their clients 
money, and they are filing a 
motion to withdraw from th? 
case. . : 

“There are millions ofdoUaa_ 
in bank accounts thatare frozen/ 
and even though- under the 
government's contention, they 
are not subject to the .forfeiture 
law." said Jon May. one of 
Noriega's four attorneys. “We 

are not asking for any funds that 
would be tainted." . * 

May said the defence- has 
received only “a few thbisrod 
dollars" for expenses since 
Noriega's capture; amf nothing; 
for lawyer fees. ; 

He said the defencehow deeds: : . 
money to travel, 4&ke deposi- 
tions, and do research.birt ladil 
the resources because bf the- 
frozen bank accounts. ' 

“But the governraem-isrefus 1 - - 
ing to even negotiated he skid. 

He emphasised * LhatrThe 
motion to withdraw was^not. 
au lomatic, and 'must/ be 
approved by presiding US -dis- 
trict judge William Hooveler 7 
May blamed the .administra- 
tion of US President ‘George - 
Bush ‘ for freezing Noriega's 
accounts, rather than the US 
attorney's office in Miam^say- . 
ing it was a policy dri^on lhav" 
obstructed the defence. : . 

“The government is spending 
520 million lo $30 million on 
their case ” said another defence 
attorney, Steven Koflin. “We 
don't need anywhere near that 
amount, but we may need 55 
million to defend General' 
Noriega." 

The US attorney's office, 
which is prosecuting the case, . 
had no immediate reaction to the 
announcement. 

Noriega is currently jailed at 
the federal metropolitan correc- 
tional centre southwest of Miami' 
on drug charges springing from a 
February 1988 indictment. The 
document accuses him of accept- 
ing bribes to turn Panama into a 
way station drug smuggling by 
Colombia's Meddlin drug car- 
tel. 1 

Noriega surrendered to US 
authorities Jan 4, iwoweeksafier 
the United States invaded fW ' 
am a. 

His trial is set for January • 
1991, and it was not clear ; 
whether a change in defence 
attorneys would set that date 
back. 1 

EPLFseizes 
another town 

NAIROBI, April 30, (Reuter): , 
Rebels in northern Ethiopia said -2 
today they had captured another - 
town in Eritrea province where -j 
rebel forces are advancing on the 
provincial capital Asmara from 2, 
the south. ' 

The Eritrean People's Libera- 
lion Front (EPLF) said its forces 
wiped out the army garrison at 
Digsa, 70 km (45 miles) south of 
Asmara, yesterday. . - 

It was foe third town in south- % 
era Eritrea which the EPLF 
claims to have captured last ^ 
week, following Senafe and Adi T 
Kayeh. All three are on the main 
road leading south from Asmara 
towards Addis Ababa, the ^ 
capital. 

■ EPLF spokesman Yemane 
Gebre Mesksel told Reuters by 
telephone from London that he 
had no details of casualties. 



Signing up <=■ 

: l * 

An African National Congress 
(ANC) supporter holds up his 
new ANC membership card on ^ .; 
Sunday at a rally m Mitchell's 
Plain township; The organise- 
tion started signing up members •: 

lastweekpriortotalkswith South 

African government. (Reuter “.v, 
wirephoto); 

Oxfam drops jg 
sanctions calRv 

■ ' r 'C:v 

LONDON, April 30, (AP):_ Oxfam, ;l _ 
ihe world-renowned charity, has ■ 
been forced to withdraw a leafletcail- ^ 
ing for continued economic .sano y - 

tions against South Afrxa'becausc it ; 

may 1*5 breaking Britain’s charity , 
laws. ' 'v 

The move came on the weekend • 
diat Oxfam was to launch ■.“Front ^ 

Line Africa,” an appeal for £1 V.'- 

million ($1.6 million} for its charity k. 
work in South Africa and neighbour- Sjf 
tog African states. - 


V r * 




200 million people may 
die prematurely: WHO 

Many could be saved with shift of resources 


W/^HlNGTON, A pril 30, (Agencies): A World Health Organisation 
study-released yesterday said as many as 200 million people mav die 
jHaJi^tureiy durmg the 1990s and raanv could be saveawxfo just small 
smfts of resources to health care. 

- ** nwst destructive force in the world today," said Or 

NaVrajuna, .director-general of the WHO. fc '!Fthecufrem trends 
Wtiwue, 200 millioQ. people may die prematurely from preventable 
causes in the 1990s.*’ ■ ■ 

. A^r^ng to tte WHO analysis, prepared fort the mlernational 
org an iza ti on $ 1990 World Health Assembly to be held later this year, 



•; r AWortd Health Organisation report released yesterday reveals that many ol the40 million people who die 
; annually around the world from diseas&coukl ba saved by shifting a small amount of resources to health 

■* V-' . - ' ■' - • ' care 


Tories set 

N '-.-r 

to 



in locals 

•• r > 

> LONDON, April 30, fUPI): The rui- 
1 .fog Conservative Pany is set to lose 
‘ heavily in this week's local council 
ejections as voters show their con- 
i' tempt for Prime Minister Margaret 

- Thatcher's highly unpopular poll 

. tax, opinion polls published yester- 
day show. “• 

, -A poll b the Sunday Times showed 

•' that the opposition Labour Party 
holds a 23 point lead overt be Tories, 
.with a -54 per cent majority against 
; ; the Conservatives 31 per cent- The 
^manning 15 percent is divided bet- 
ween ihc Liberal Democrats Party, 
.‘ the Greens and other parties, the 

- market and opinion nsc^rcfa inter- 
r national poll showed. 

A jamjiar poll published m dm 
Independent on Sunday newspaper 
predicted that the Conservatives 
would lose 300 to 400 seats m the 
May 3 elections, including ‘Model 
: Tory boroughs' such as westmin- 

- stcr. Labour stands to win up to 600 
seats, the poll said. 

Forty- three per cent of the voters 
'said the poll tax was the most impor- 
tant issue in deciding how they would 
vow in The local elections Thursday, 
' the survey showed. 

Widespread Tory losses in theetec- 
.tkims-^iD which there are 4,538 scats 
up for grabs in E n gl an d and Wales 
and 524 posts in Scotland — cotnd 
bring renewed dudfcnges to Ttot- 
<*cr, whose popularity has ptunged 
. in recent months. _ 

It would also heighten calk lor 
: Thatcher to quickly change the poU 
tax. which has already sparked 

- violent riots in London ana across 

ithejuHoiL 

■' The tax replacing property toes 

went into effect April 1 in England 
and Wales, and a year earner in 
Scodi^U^wrakx^ritycou^ 
oktoKta Gat sum that must be paid 

by every Briton who is at least 18 


years oki, wun»»B=»«v u, "“i 

does not discriminate according u> 

■/ D fmq Bstratore have burned their 
Win to bUU in defiance of the gover- 
aieat, while others, including 
Labour Members of Parliament, 
have openly said they win not pay «- 

Britain basks 
in high temperature 

LONDON. April ^9. (Kuna): 
Britain' was today basking m tem- 
.perwure highw to thgr a fe 
“Usually sunny Spanish and rreocn 

; holiday resom-- . 

- r- Temperatures in London yrster- 
day rc^ed 23 degrera Cenn^ade 
against 17 on the raray Cbaa del Sol 

’'•^TnieKgbest temperature in Lon* 
■ddn in Apriilast year was 16 degrees 

^>^^^nneoprediclod 

heatwave wffl conunue thnoogh- 

oottherestoftb® 1 ^*^- ' 


r Fatigue syndro me 



ATLANTA, April 30, (UPI): Prompted by a flood of complaints the 
federal Centres for Disease Control is launching a SI million investiga- 
tion into a. recently identified disease that leaves its victims weak and 
utterly exhausted. 

DiWaher Gunn of the CDC said the federal heallh agency is setting up 
a nation-wide surveillance system to learn how widespread the puzzling 
iUnesSrdubbed chronic fatigue syndrome, may be. 

“Weiook a tally to sec how many people were caning theCDC," Gunn 
said in a recent interview. “The calls arc running around a thousand a 
month over the past two months from people who chink they bare it. 


*If we’re netting a thousand calls a month, that’s sig n ifica n t.' 
added, “We know that there’s something going on out there." 


© 


he 


Chronic fatigue syndrome, or CFS. first came to public attention 
about three yearn ago when up to 300 cases of extreme, persistent, 
unexplained fatigue were reported from Incline village, a town near 
Reno, Nevada. • 

Since then, outbreaks have been reported in many other parts of the 
country. 

"The kind of fatigue we’re talking about ia not what you feel on a 
Friday afternoon," Gunn said. “If is extreme, really debilitating fatigue. 
We got a call from one woman who said she couldn't even carry ner baby 
across the room." 

The disease is not known io be fatal, but there bare been reports of a 
number of suicides by desperate victims, Gunn said. 

Gunn said the CDC’s research initially will include patients and 

hysktians in four cities: Reno. Atlanta, Grand Rapids. Michigan, and 
tehiia, Kansas. 

Some 154 physicians in Atlanta will refer CFS patients to the CDC 
surveillance net work, along with 47 doctors in Grand Rapids, 74 in Reno 
and S6 in Wichita. __ 

"These are private physicians who have patients with severe lauguc 
that they don’t understand." Gunn said. So far, Gunn said. 250 patients 
hare been referred. 

Tbc CDC is working with a definition of CFS that involves II 
symptoms and three physical criteria that occur over a period of six 
months. „ „ 

They include low-grade fever, sore throat, swollen lymph nodes, 
unexplained generalised muscle weakness, muscle discomfort or myal- 
gia , prolonged 24 hours or more of generalised fatigue after mild exercise, 
generalised headaches, migratory arthralgia without joint swelling or 
redness, neuropbysical complaints such as forgetfulness, oicessire 
irritability . inability to concentrate and depression and steep dislur ban- 
ccs~ 

Guim said references in popular media to CFS as a “yuppie disease" 
are ■'totally inaccurate." ^ .. 

“It hits all ages and people from ail walks of life. Gunn said. 'There 
doesn’t seem to be any one sodo-economic dass. We’re not looking at 
children /in ibe study!, but some physicians say they are treating entire 
families that have iL“ 


‘Baby bomb’ 

Girl tries to smuggle 


BELFAST, April 30.(Reuler): A 
teenage girl tried to smuggle a 
bomb into Belfast airport by 
pretending to be pregnant juo 
hiding it under a maternity 

smock, police sources said today. 

The bomb, containing several 
pounds (Jtg) of Czechoslovak- 
made .semtex explosive, was 
strapped lo the 17 -year-old girl s 
stomach along with a detonator. 

She was stopped when police 
set up a roadblock at the week-* 
end outside Belfast international 
airport, one of the most tighUy 

guarded in Europe. . 

The girl was arrested after - 
police, apparently acting pn 
intelligence from a trall-plaoed 
informant, said 1 fish Republican 
Army guerrillas planned a major 


about 50 million people die each year from all causes, including disease. 
Of those deaths, about 80 percent occur in developing countries. 

Of the 50 million deaths, about 14.6 million are children under the 
age of five living in developing countries. 

’’More than 8.000 children die each day because they are not 
immunised; almost 11. 000 a day die of dehydration caused by diarr- 
hoea and about 8,000 a day of pneumonia.*' the report said. 

The report also found that during any two-week period, at least 1 
billion people — one of five people on earth — are diseased, in poor 
health or malnourished. 

But it said tire biggest killer 
worldwide was cardiovascular, 
or heart, disease, with 12 million 
deaths annually. It is followed by 
5 million deaths due to diarr- 
hoeal disease. Cancer and 
pneumonia cause about 4.8 
million deaths each and tuber- 
culosis is responsible for 3 
million deaths each year. 

For the first lime, the report 
analyzes the most prevalent dis- 
eases in the world. It found: 

■ 2.2 billion people have intes- 
tinal worms. 

■ 2 billion people are infected 
with hepatitis B, a liver infection. 

■ 1 .8 billion people have vac- 
cine-preventable diseases. 

■ 1.5 billion suffer from 
anaemia. 

■ 500 million people from 
various tropical diseases. 

■ 260 million people have sex- 
ually-transmitted diseases. 

After the age of 5, cancer is one 
of the three main causes or death 
in both industrialized and 
developing countries, account- 
ing for about one-tenth of all 
deaths worldwide. 

Latest WHO global statistics 
indicate a world-wide increase in 
cancer incidence and mortality 
due to an increase in the average 
age of the population, an 
improvement in control of other 
major health problems, and 
increases in the use of tobacco. 

The most prevalent form of 
cancer among males is lung can- 
cer, forfemales i t is breast cancer, 
and if both are considered 
together, the most prevalent 
from is cancer of the stomach, 
followed by lung cancer. 

WHO also estimates that bet- 
ween 5-10 million people are 
infected with the HIV, the virus 
which causes the fatal acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome 
(Aids). It is projected that by the 
end of I99f, cuhnulatively over 
one million cases of Aids will 
have occurred world-wide and 
by the end of this oentury the 
cumulative number ofAids will 
likely reach several million. 

The report said many people 
are commonly afflicted with 
more than one disease but also 
noted that being infected with a 
disease does not always mean 
illness, ft said, for example, 1.7 
billion people carry tuberculosis 
bacteria but the agency 
estimated only 20 million have an 
active case of the disease. 

Nakajima said many of the 
deaths and the suffering could be 
alleviated. 

It noted that the cost of 
immunizing all children and 
providing medication for 
dehydration and pneumonia is 
about $2.7 billion a year and 
could save the lives of 7.5 million 
children annually. 

The report also argued that at 
least 50 per cent of the early 
deaths due to cardiovascular dis- 
ease could be eliminated with 
changes in the way people live. 

It also said some 3 million 
adults die from tobacco-related 
diseases annually and “the 
prevention of- these tobacco- 
related deaths is the most simple 
of alL" 

Nakajima said that with the 
decline of global military ten- 
sions, “there may be more money 
to fight the world-wide war on 
disease. We are looking for a 
health dividend." 

The study also found a wide 
variation in health care expen- 
ditures, ranging from 51,900 per 
person in the United Slates to 
about S5 per person in the 
world's poorest countries. 

Greeks fail to 
elect president, 
vote Friday 

ATHENS. April 30. (Reuter): The 
Greek Parliament Tailed today to 
electa new president botekterstaies- 
man Constantine Karamanlis. who 
guided Greece back to democracy in 
the 1970s, renamed firm favourite to 
winiheposi. 

Karamanlis, candidate for the rul- 
ing Conservative New Democracy 
Party, gpcs into a second round of 
votmgon Friday with his party’s 1 5 1 
seat absolute majority almost certain 
to bring him victoiy. 

No candidate of the three major 
parties in the 300-seat Parliament 
accumulated 180 votes needed to be 
elected to a five-year term as 
president in the first vote. On Friday, 
151 votes will be needed for the post 
according to constitution. 

New Democracy has an absolute 
majority of 151 seats after elections 
on April S. 

Karamanlis, 83, is Greece's most 
popular politician according to opin- 
ion polk. 


offensive in their bailie to oust 
Britain from Northern Ireland. 

A wave of bomb attacks duly 
hit the province over the week- 
end. 

A bomb exploded at a border 
post at Newry, south of Belfast, 
cm Sunday and the IRA said 
there were still two unexploded 
devices in the area. 

Two motorists had a narrow 
escape when they drove over two 
bombs abandoned ic a nearby 
road, while in the town of Dun- 
gannon army experts defused a 
huge 90kpound (360-kg) bomb 
found in a housing estate. 

Security forces have been on 
AtU aJert since Thursday when 
police issued their warning that 
the IRA was planning another 
offensive. ' 



Convicts rampage 


A rampage by 500 convicts caused at (east to m/J-cr. 
trines (Si 7 million) damage last weekend io the Loos- 
Las- Lilies prison, aulftonltes reported Monday 
Regional penal officials in the Word department said the 
loll from damage could rise once a ful! inventory is taken. 

in rhe two-day uprong mat oegan after Saturday's 
exercise period, inmates burned a workshop and garage, 
sacked 1 75 cells and hurled roof tiles at police No serious 
injuries were reported. 

Prison investigators interrogated inmates one-by-one 
Monday to determine who led the noting They said they 


would uphold promises made by negotiators that no 
general reprisals would be carried out 

Guard of the Seals Pierre Arpadiange. the country 's top 
prison official, blamed the riot on overcrowding at Loos- 
Les-LiIJes. which was built lor 550 prisoners but now holds 
1,000 

Fifty prisoners at Loos-Les-Ulle held out overnight on 
the prison root tabove) agreeing to return to their cells 
Sunday morning, IB hours a tier the mutiny started (Reuter 
wirephoto) 


Nasa’s great space plan 

Newgrange mound 

World’s oldest 

NEWGRANGE. Ireland, April 30, (Rctner): As the sun rises, ibe first beam of 
light pierces the neolithic darkness in the world's oldest astronomical 
observatory. 

Newgrange — an Irish burial mount — dates back 5,000 years to a winter 
solstice captured with pinprik accuracy by ancient pagans who dramatically tit 
their holiest burial chamber with the Ufe-givmg rays of a reborn sutl 
“What fascinates people so much about Newgrange is that we know so tittle 
about it. Your i magi nation fills it up,” said Clare Tufiy, the ebullient New- 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida, 
April 30, (AP): Now that the Hub- 
ble space te lescop e is circling the 
world (o look for secrets of the 
universe, the US space agency is 
working oa potting three other 
major observatories in orbit this 
decade. 

Hobble is the flagship of what 
have become known as foe great 
observatories. The next to be hum- 
ched is the Gamma Ray 
observatory, scheduled to head 
into space aboard tire shuttle 
Atlantis in November. It will 
investigate matter at extreme 
temperatures and pressure where 
unclear synthesis is occmring. 

The advanced X-ray astro- 
physics facility is due to go up in 
1997, followed by foe space 
infrared telescope facility in 1998. 

Each observatory will operate 
far above earth’s obstructing 
atmosphere and thus provide 
views of foe miverae unachievable 
by the best telescope on the highest 
peak. 

- “The great observatories are 
moving us info a new order of 
magnitude of the ports of foe 
universe that we can study, so 
we're almost guaranteed having 
whole new worfos of stndy opened 
up to us. They're things we just 
never couhl look at before,” said 
astronaut Jeffrey Hoffman. 

Hoffman is one of four astron- 
omers slated to Oy aboard foe 
shuttle Columbia next month with 
a $100 million observatory called 
Astro. 

Astro's four scientific ins- 
truments wifl measure ultraviolet 
and X-ray radiation during the 
mne-day flight, foe first spaceUb 
mission since 1985. 

“The most significant thing is 
that this (Astro) covers a part of 
the spectrum that Hubble can’t 
touch,” said Frank Six, a senior 
scientist at the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administra- 
tion's Marshall Space Flight Cen- 
tre in Huntsville, Alabama. 

One of its targets will be comet 
Austin, believed to be on its first 
trip through the solar system. 
Halley's comet would have been 
observed if Astro had gone up as 
planned right after foe 1986 
Challenger mission that ended in 
tragedy. 

Interstellar space dust — dif- 
ficult to see and measure because 
it's dark — also will be studied by 
Astro. .Astronomers have no idea 
bow much there is or how much It 
contributes to the total mass of the 
universe. 

“It doesn't sound very romantic 
to say you're studying dirt, but 
that’s basically one of the fun- 
damental things we're looking at, 
cosmic dirt.” Hoffman said. 

Launch of Columbia is targeted 
for May 16. Two weeks later, 
Nasa plans to launch a Delta-2 
rocket carrying a German X-ray 
observatory known as Rosat. Ana 
in August 1991, the agency will 
send up the extreme ultra violet’ 

explorer, also on a Delta. 

The observatories, great and 
small, will complement one 
another and help astronomers 
determine bow and when the cos- 
mos came to be and whether ofoer 
stars hare planets. 

Astro, for example, will provide 
ultraviolet targets for Hubble dur- 
ing the telescope's planned 15- 
year lifetime. 

“Astronomers would never 
survive with just one telescope or 
one sort of telescope. There are 
always new ideas,” said astronaut 
Robert Parker, an astronomer on 
the Astro missioo. 

■ Although the Hubble space 
telescope may never be folly 
operational because a jammed 
radio antenna, officials were con- 
fident foe pant observatory would 
be a hie to complete its 15-year 
exploration of the universe. 

“We're dripping away at this 
thing,” wM Ronald Sddagfreck, 
director of orbital verification for 
the telescope project. ‘‘But it's 
(like) bmkfinga grand piano. 


iis place is 1,000 years older than Stonehenge in Britain. It is 500 years 
older than the Egyptian pyramids at Giza.” 

The most magical day to be at the ancient site just an hour's drive north from 
Dublin, is December 21 , the midwinter solstice. Then comes convincing proof 
that this is the oldest known observatory on earth. 

Four-and-a- half minutes after sunrise, a thin pencil oflight appears and then 
widens into a piercingly bright shaft that illuminates the vaulted chamber for 17 
minutes. 

The reason for the four-and-a-half minute delay is that when Newgrange was 
built about 3. 1 50 B.C. the oh of tbeeartb'saxis wassligh Uy more than 1 1 is today. 

Irish cosmic physicist Tom Ray has calculated that when Newgrange was 
constructed the rising sun would have first appeared at the winter solstice as a 
long narrow, beam reaching into the backmost alcove. Now it just reaches the 
edge of the alcove. 

There is nothing accidental about the siting of Newgrange. Its neolithic 
architects clearly worshipped the life-giving force of the sun. 

Hippies converge on Stonehenge in Britain every year for the midsummer 
solstioe, a sacred Druid rituaL 

Newgrange, perched on a county meath hillside by the River Boyne, is spared 
a mass invasion. 

“People are much more calm about Newgrange. We never get any more than 
about 100 on the midwinter solstice dawn, “Turfy said. 

The Irish tourist board, wanting to keep numbera down to manageable levels, 
never advertises it. 

Newgrange attracts upto 1,000 people a day. But the burial mound 95 metres 
(3 1 5 feet ) across and 1 2 metres high (40 feet ) hi gh is u nspoilL The gran deur of the 
sweeping scene is left ro speak for itself. 

The site — which was originally covered with blocks of white quartz and 
surrounded by a circle of tall upright stones — certainly fires the visitor's 
imagination. Tufty never squashes their theories, however far-fetched, about 
the burial mound and chamber. 

“If you believe vi was buili by extra-terrestrials, we would smile wryly but not 
contradict you. Some believe it was an andent energy booster line between 
ancient China and the lost city of Atlantis. That's fine, OK. 

“People tell us whata great place it would have been to store wine. We argue it 
is better suited to spirits, 

Lafontaine to be discharged 

BONN, April 30. iReuter); West 
Germany’s mam opposition can- 
didate for chancellor. Oskar Lafon- 
taine. will on Wednesday leave hosp- 
ital where he has been receiving treat- 
ment following an assassination 
attempt. 

A Saar sure government spokes- 
woman said Luiomaine. who under- 


went an operation in Cologne's 
University clinic after a woman stab- 
bed him in the throat during an elec- 
tion rally last Wednesday night, 
would not need further in- patient 


treatment after his discharge. 

The assailant, 42-year-old AdcF 
beid Streidel, is having psychiatric 
tests to determine her state of mind 
when she attacked Lafontaine, who 
is leading the Social Democratic 
campaign to unseat Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl in West Germany’s 
December elections. 

Cologne’s public prosecutor Bern- 
hard Jansen said last week the tests 
would determine whether Streidel 
stood trial or was confined to a men- 
tal institution. 
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Italian 
ferry 
sinks, 
6 dead 

TRAPANI, Sicily, April 30, 
(Reuter): A truck loaded with 
marble slabs overturned in the 
hold just before a ferry sank off 

the coast of Sicily yesterday with 

the loss of at least six lives, inves- 
tigators said today. 

Seven people from the 3,500- 
tonne Espresso-Trapani ferry 
were still missing but relatives 
said they had all but given up 
hope that rescue workers would 
find them alive. 

*’lf they were alive they would 
have been picked up by now like 
the others. I fear my husband and 
son were trapped in the hold and 
had no chance of getting out,” 
Antonia Di Natale told repor- 
ters. 

Thirty-nine of the 52 Italian 
passengers and crew on board 
were rescued after the ferry sank 
less than 1 5 minutes after keeling 
over about three and a half miles 
off Trapani. 

A preliminary report by 
Trapani harbour authorities, 
quoting survivors, said it 
appeared that a truck carrying 
marble had overturned while 
preparing to disembark and its 
load had crashed into some of the 
60 other trucks on board. 

The crew had reported 
stability problems, just before 
sending out a distress signal. 

The ferry, carrying passen- 
gers, cars and lorries, had left 
Livorno in northern Italy on 
Saturday on a regular voyage to 
Trapani. 

Airforce plane 
crashes on hill 

STORNOWAY. Scotland. April 3a 
l AP): A Royal Air Force plane with 
10 people aboard crashed into a hill- 
side on a Scottish island today, the 
coast guard said. There was no 
immediate word of survivors. 

The Shaddeton aircraft had taken 
off on an exercise from Lossiemouth, 
on the northern Scottish mainland, 
and crashed on South Harris b the 
Hebrides, an archipelago west of 
Scotland, said the coast guard in 
Stornoway, the Herbrides capita). 

Wreckage had been sighted bat no 
bodies or survivors had so far been 
found. «said Tony Arden. 


MONTH’S 

MIND MASS 



in everioving memory of 

MRS. BRIDGET 
D'SOUZA 

There wifi be a mass for 
the repose of foe soul of 
Bridget on Wednesday, 
May 2nd, 1990 at 5J90 pm 
at the HofyFamtiy 
Cathedral — Kuwait 
Rdatirc* and Fnemdn kmdty 
accept this as the omfy 


inserted by sorrowful 
husband, children, son-bt- 
laws, daughter-in-laws and 
gr andchildren 


JOB VACANCY 


An Oil Company has job vacancies for: 

2 PROCESS ENGINEERS (Mechanical/Chemical Engineers — 

BSC) 3 years experience 


2 CHEMISTS 
1 ACCOUNTANT 


3 years experience 

5 years experience (ability to use 
computers is a must) 


Aii applicants must be fluent in English and Arabic and should 
be willing to work in Kuwait or associated companies in GCC 
area. Documented working experience is a must and a valid 
Kuwaiti Transferable Residence is required. 

Write to the following address along with the following 
documents: 

1. Copy of passport 

2. Resume 

3. Copy of credentials 

4. One photograph 

5. Copy of driving licence. 

Attn: Personnel Manager, P.O. Box 9748, 61008 Ahmadi. 






Return of 
hijacker 
a victory 
for China 


TOKYO, (Reuter): Japan's 

return of a hijacker to China in 
the face of international criticism 
is Beijing's first victory in its rela- 
tions with the West since its 
military crackdown last June, 
diplomats and officials said. 

They said this success gave 
China hope of achieving its next 
target — the end of official sanc- 
tions by the West and a return of 
confidence to foreign bankers 
and investors. 

Zhang Zhenia ai, who hijacked 
an airliner to Japan on Dec 16, 
was taken back to Beijing by 
Chinese securitymen on Satur- 
day after Japan rejected pleas 
from US congressmen and 
Amnesty International not to 
repatriate him. 


“This is China's first major 
diplomatic victory since June 4,” 
an Asian diplomat said. “Its next 
objective is to persuade Japan to 
restore its official loans and and 
so end sanctions by Western 
governments.” 


“Its aim is not only to get back 
the credits but to win a vote of 
confidence, so that foreign firms 
and banks feel more comfortable 
doing business there,” he said. 

The loans and high-level 
political contacts were suspen- 
ded in protest against the bloody 
military crackdown on student- 
led protest last June. While 
limited official and World Bank 
loans have resumed, most funds 
remain frozen, as do high-level 
Dolitical contacts. 


To try to end the sanctions, 
China has chosen to pressure 
Japan, with some success. Some 
leadere of the government and 
the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party fLDP) have said Japan 
should resume lending, ahead of 
other Western countries. 


One of those supporting China 
is Michio Watanabe, head of one 
of the LPD's largest factions, 
who is visiting Shanghai and 
Beijing this week. He is only the 
second LDP leader to go to 
China since the June crackdown. 


Japan's business community 
wants, the loans resumed. 
“Exports" to China have been 
seriously affected by the cut- 
off." stud a Japanese banker. 
“Business wanted the hijacker 
sent back, to remove what could 
have become a further obstacle.” 
But the loans remain suspen- 
ded because of opposition within 
the Foreign Ministry which fears 
that any resumption would 
provoke an angry reaction from 
the US Congress, where anti- 
Beijing resentment remains high. 


“For (Prime Minister Toshiki) 
Kaifu, the priority is good rela- 
tions with Washington,” said 
one government official “He has 
made that the number one aim of 
his administration and does not 


want to jeopardise it over 
China.” 


He said Tokyo had urged Beij- 
ing to lake conciliatory measures 
towards the West, such as releas- 
ing political prisoners and allow- 
ing dissident physicist Fang 
Lizhi, who last June took refuge 
in the US embassy in Beijing, to 
leave China. 


The Asian diplomat said 
Washington and Beijing were 
close to an agreement over Fang 
in December and had got as far as 
writing t be statement Fang was 
to sign as a condition of leaving. 

“Then came the fall of 
Romanian president Nicolae 
Ceausescu, which terrified 
China's leaders, and their posi- 
tion hardened. There is no sign of 
resolving the Fang issue now,” 
he said. 


A prominent Chinese dis- 
sident in Japan said top leader 
Deng Xiaoping was enraged that 
one of the leaders of last year's 
protests, Chai Lang, had escaped 
to France after 10 months on the 
run. It was out of the question 
Fang could be allowed to go. 

In order to improve relations 
with Washington, however, Beij- 
ing could make small conces- 
sions, like fewer curbs on Wes- 
tern reporters, less vocal criti- 
cism of US policy towards Chin- 
ese students and willingness to 
discuss trade questions, he said. 

Despite domestic criticism 
over human rights violations in 
China, President Bush has stres- 
sed the need to keep open lines of 
communication with Beijing and 
not to isolate it. 

Another potential flashpoint 
is the “Goddess of Democracy," 
a dissident radio ship with a 
French crew which plans to beam 
anti -communist propaganda to 
China next month. Beijing has 
not ruled out the use of force 
against the vessel. 

The Asian diplomat said 
nobody had expected the sanc- 
tions to last so long. “The Hous- 
ton summit (of seven major 
industrial nations) in July would 
be the first possibility of ending 
them. But many feel Beijing has 
not done enough.” he added. 


China lifts martial law in Tibetan 



BEUING. April 30 (UP1): China 
announced today it would end nearly 14 
months of martial law in the capital of 
Tibet, saying anti-Chinese unrest there 
had been subdued, but Western 
diplomats called the move cosmetic and 
cited reports of continued repression. 

The lifting of martial law. to take effect 
today, was seen by Western analysts as a 
possible bid to improve relations with the 
United States, which has been critical of 


human rights abuses in China since June's 
crackdown on the democracy movement. 

The official Xinhua news agency 
carried the announcement in an order 
signed by Premier LiPengon behalforthe 
state council. China's cabinet, lifting 
martial law in the Tibetan capital dty. 
Lhasa, and its environs as of today. 

Li ordered martial law in Lhasa March 
8, 1 989, a fter several days of fierce rioting 
by Tibetans demanding independence 


from Beijing. Dozens of people have been 
killed in ami-Chinese violence in Lhasa 
since unrest erupted anew in September 
1987. 

“In view of the fact that the situation in 
the city of Lhasa has become stable and 
social order has rerurned to normal, the 
task ofenforring martial Jaw in the city 
has been successfully fulfilled,” ihe 
premier’s order said. No serious violence 
has been reported in Tibet since martial 


law was imposed. But Western diplomats 
said the liftine would be largely symbolic, 
since 300.000 Chinese troops are 
stationed there along with large detach- 
ments of paramilitary', police. 

“I can't see how. this will be more than 
cosmetic.*' A Western diplomat said. 
“It’s a grand public relations gesture. 

The diplomats also cited recent reports 
of continual persecution of the Buddhist 
monks and nuns who have repeatedly led 


protests against Beijing. Reports from the 
region this year indicated persistent small 
protests in outlying towns. 

“There are signs of increasing religious 

repression.” one diplomat said. 

China claims Tibet as its territory and 
has controlled the region since the Chin- 
ese Army occupation in 1950. Many of 
the 2 million Tibetans resent communist 
rule and hope for the return of the exiled 
Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama. 


who fled into exile to India jn '.1959 after 
an abortive aimed rebellion against Beij- 
ing. . _ . -• 

Western analysts -viewed ihe martial 
law lilting as also intended^tp impress: 
Washington, where critics in' Congress 
have helped thwart Prestdehl Bush's 
short-lived campaign to restore ties with 
Beijing, which plunged, after the 
democracy movement crackdown in 
June. 




Police beaten up 


A young person helps a policeman who was beaten up by other protesting students in a Seoul 
demonstration on Saturday. More than 1 ,500 students, workers and regular citizens protested in sympathy 
with strikers at Hyundai Heavy Industries. A three-day strike was broken up on Saturday when police raided 
the company's gaint shipyard in Ulsan. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Gurkhas patrol HK border 


HONG KONG. (Reuter): A British 
army Gurkha soldier stands up to his 
knees in the murky waters of a disused 
duck farm, gazing intently in the direc- 
tion of urban Hong Kong. 

Just behind him snakes a slim, 
muddy ditch, more property known as 
the Shum Chun river, which forms the 
bulk of the British colony's frontier 
with China. 

The officer in charge of the day’s 
sweep for illegal immigrants gestures 
towards the Gurkha. “Of course, he 
shouldn't really be standing up so wc 
can see him, but it is quite quiet during 
the day." 

Although the army is preparing to 
hand over the last of its border patrol 
duties to the Hong Kong police by 
October 1992 as the British colony 
braces itself for its return to Cnina in 
1997, the never-ending battle of wits 
against illegal immigrants from China 
goes on. 

Army figures show 409 people were 
intercepted at the border in March 
compared with only 204 in March last 
year. 

“We don't really know what’s caus- 
ing the increase. Bui I think that at the 
moment in China a large body of young 
people is Finding it hard to find work 
and they’re on the move." Major Gor- 
don Corrigan said. 

Corrigan, second in command of the 
Sixth Queen's Own Gurkha Rifles in 
Hong Kong which is presently han- 
dling border security, reports increasin- 


Call for troops 


100 cut their way 


HONG KONG. April 30, (Reuter): A sudden increase in the numbers of 
Vietnamese boat people breaking out of Hong Kong's camps and detention 
centres has revealed what local residents say are serious shortcomings in security 
and prompted calls for troops to be brought in. 

Over 100 men. women and children cut their way through security fences at 
the vast Whitehead complex in the new territories on Saturday night, and by 
today only 24 had been rounded up. 

Another 17 managed to get out of Cane Collinson last night The camp, on 
Hong Kong island, is one of two used to house those who have agreed to return 
to Vietnam under the United Nations-backed voluntary repatriation 
programme. 

The Sbatin district board, an elected local body which includes the Whitehead 
area, said Saturday’s break-out showed the colony's prison service was incapa- 
ble or running the detention centre and demanded that the army be brought in. 

“This shows the Correctional Services Department (CSD) is incapable of 
preventing similar incidents occurring in the future.” said Shatin district board 
member Lau Kong-Wah. 


But government officials were quick to reject suggestions that they call in 
if the estimated 9,000 British soldiers based ir 


someo 

Gurkhas. 


I in Hong Kong, many of them 


jdy bizarre means of getting past the 
five metre 1 1 7 feet) High wire-m 


(17 feet) high wire-mesh 
fence, topped with barbed wire. 

“We've come across the use of home- 
made ladders pole-vaulting, and even 
those gymnastic human pyramids." 
Corrigan said. 

But the most common way of attem- 
pting to breach the border is still by 
cutting the fence. Corrigan said, and it 
has become an accomplished art. 

“If they just cut a hole in the fence 
and try aiid come through, the chances 
are we will catch them as it only takes 
about 30 seconds to getlo any section of 
the fence." Corrigan said. 

A more successful tactic is to cut out 
a section of the fence a few links at a 
time over several nights, and hide in 
China by day. The final snip takes only 
a few seconds, the gap opens and the 
“illegals" are through. 


British army tactics have become 
almost as ingenious as the methods 
being employed to outwit them. 

Soldiers speed up and down the len- 
gth of the perimeter fence on army- 
issue BMX bicycles, produced as a 
child's stum bike but perfect for the 
average Gurkha soldier, normally 
shorter than his British counterpart. 

Corrigan said the speed and silence 
of the bikes make them difficult for the 
illegal immigrants to evade. 

“Some get away.” Corrigan said. 
“One we missed recently was pan of a 
group of four. We caught three but the 
man we missed was ofT like a racing 
snake.” 

Soldiers were unable to track him 
down in bushes on the hillsides and he 
got away. 

Corrigan himself prefers another 
mode of transport for making his 
rounds — he frequently hires a horse 
from a local stable and rides along the 
concrete service road next to the 
peri metre fence. 

The 33-km (20-milei fence includes 


an electronic sensor device and soldiers 
use thermal image equipment to spot 
illegal immigrants day and night. 

Reports of new construction work in 
Hong Kong act as a magnet drawing 
increasing numbers of Chinese hoping 
to profit from short-term casual labour 
in Hong Kong. 

The colony has a severe labour shor- 
tage but the government has resisted 
pleas from industry to ease immigra- 
tion rules and grants legal entry only to 
a small casual labour force from China. 

Border duty is often tedious but it has 
its moments of drama. 

One British officer recalls an 
occasion when an escaping illegal 
immigrant tried to run through a mar- 
shy area only to find himself stuck and 
sinking. 

“He was completely submerged in 
mud by the lime he was eventually win- 
ched out by an array helicopter. 
Officers gave him the kiss of life, flew 
him to the British military hospital and 
he was repatriated the next day." the 
officer said. 


Vietnam 



low-key victory day 


Party boss seeks American co-operation 


HO CHI MINH CITY, April 30, (UPl): Vietnam’s communists, facing 
economic difficulty and political uncer tain ty, today celebrated the 1 5th 
anniversary of their victory over the US-hacked South Vietnamese 
government with traditional dragon dances and fireworks. 

But officials said it was a lower-key celebration of the anniversary 
than in ear tier years as the government concentrated more on establish- 
ing economic reforms and building up for the future. 

Nguyen Van Linh, general secretary of the Communist Party , told 


United Press International that Vietnam wanted to forget the US 
involvement in the Vietnam war and renew relations. 

“We wish to forget the past and we wish to have co-operation with 
the American people and the American government," Lihh said in an 
impromptu interview at the anniversary celebration. 

Liiih spoke in a park behind the presidential palace where a North 
Viet nam ese tank smashed through the gates April 30, 1 975, to end the 
20-year struggle lo reunite the country. 


Island for 
Osaka 
airport 
sinking 


TOKYO, April 30, (AP): One of 
Japan's biggest civil engineering 
projects, a man-made island being 
built for a new airport in Osaka 
Bay, is dnlring much faster than 
expected, officials say. 

Foreign construction firms 
were excluded Iran bidding for 
the massive landfill project to 
create the large artificial island, 
leading to friction between Japan 
and the United States. Airport 
officials said the project could be 
property handled only by Japan- 
ese linns. 


The nationally circulated news-, 
-paper Yomiurl^rabi^ reported 
today ‘ that the Kansajf Inter-- ’ 
national ‘Airport to. had' decided 
to add an additional 17 rnfflion 
cubic metres (600 million cubic 
feet) of landfill, or about 10 per 
cent more than the original plan, 
to control the sinkage. It said the 
extra landfill would cost about 20 
billion yen ($127 minion). 

Officials responsible for con- 
struction of the 1 -trillion-yen 
(S63-biHion) airport were not 
available today because of a 
national holiday. Bnt Kenji 
Sogitani, an airport spokesman, 
recently said parts of the island 
had sunk between 7.5 and 8 metres 
(24.6 and 26.25 feet) since last 
August, and were still sinking. 


“Previously, landfill projects In 
Japan have been extensions of 
existing (natural) land and have 
been limited generally to depths of 
abont 10 metres (33 feet),” 
SngUani said. “So we haven't had 
any experience or data dealing 
with a project like this one, which 
is five kilometres (three miles) 
away from the nearest land and 18 
metres (60 feet) deep.” 

The artificial island is being 
built in Osaka Bay to reduce the 
possibility of opposition from 
nearby residents. Tokyo's Narita 
airport was vehemently opposed 
by local farmers and anti-govern- 
ment radicals. 

In trade talks between the 
United States and Japan, the air- 
port came to symbolise the custom 
in Japanese construction projects 
of limiting bidding to certain 
designated companies and the 
practice of consultation among 
construction companies to fix bid- 
ding terms. Such collusive busi- 
ness practices keep oat foreign 
firms, US officials said. 


Goddess of Democracy 


Ship braces 
bad weather 


SINGAPORE, April 30, (AP): 
The Goddess of Democracy, a 
radio ship planning to beam pro- 
democracy messages to China, is 
due in Singapore on Wednesday, 
a representative of the sponsors 
said today. 

“Wehave been in contact with 
the vessel during the weekend. It 
encountered bad weather and 
storms on its way to Singapore,” 
Sabrice Rebois said in a tele- 
phone interview from Paris. 

The ship originally was to have 
arrived in Singapore last Mon- 
day, be said. 

Asked if. Singapore’s govern- 
ment had given permission for 
• the to pick up supplies, 

■Rebqis said, “yes, the Singapore 
^government had said it was a free 
country and a free port.” 

Asked when the vessel would 
leave Singapore and arrive in 
Taiwan for a planned refuelling 
stop before starling its planned 
broadcasting from international 
waters, he said, “we cannot tell 
you. for security reasons.” 

The 1,200-ton Goddess of 
Democracy left France on 
March 17. It plans to broadcast 
music, news and pro-democracy 
reports to China from off the 
coast. 

It is sponsored by a coalition of 
groups headed by the French 
news magazine Actuel and 
backed by the Federation for a 
Democratic China, a Paris- 
based dissident organisation. 

China has refused to rule out 
the use of force to stop the plan- 
ned broadcass. It also has 
labelled Taiwan’s plan to help 
the ship "an open provocation” 


a gai nst the Chinese communist 
government in Beijing. 

“The activities of this ship are 


aimed at subverting the people's 
government and are against the 
norms of international rela- 
tions,” China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Li Jinhua said at a 
news conference in Beijing on 
April 19. 

“Therefore we cannot tolerate 
the support of that ship,” she 
said. 

“No request has been received 
from the Goddess of Democracy 
to enter the port,'* a spokes- 
woman for the port of Singapore 
authority said-. , 

> “Siri giapdreis a freepdrt qncf 
we are opfcnlb 'anyship tailing al 
(Air port as long as it does ridt’ 
violate our law or threaten our 
national security.” said the spok- 
eswoman. 

Organisers behind planned 
broadcasts today rejected Beij- 
ing’s claim that the mission was 
illegal. 

“We will proceed exactly as we 
planned,” said Christophe Nick, 
a French journalist and one of 
the originators of the project. 

The official Xinhua news 
agency said yesterday that 
Taiwan’s willingness to assist the 
vessel was an “open provoca- 
tion” against China. It is “totally 
illegal for the so-called Goddess 
of Democracy ship to broadcast 
on high seas toward the Chinese 
mainland,” the Xinhua com- 
mentary added. 

“That’s absolutely crazy,” 
said Nick. “The Chinese are try- 
ing to make up new rotemational 
regulations. 


Khmer official killed 


BANGKOK, April 30, (AP): A 
senior Khmer Rouge official was 
killed when a tree fell on him in a 
storm near the Thai border in 
Cambodia. Western diplomats 
on the border said today. 

Sim Son, in charge of civilian 
affairs for the Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas, was killed last Wed- 
nesday at the group's headquar- 
ters in Nong Prue, the diplomat 
said. 

Sim Son was cremated yester- 
day in a traditional Buddhist 
ceremony attended by more than 
200 Khmer Rouge supporters. 

Among those at the funeral 


was Ieng Sary, who along with 
Pol Pot is regarded as the 
architect of the Khmer Rouge 
reign of terror in Cambodia dur- 
ing the • 970s. 


It was Ieng Sary’s first public 
appearance in more than two 
years, diplomats in Bangkok 
said. 


Also attending were at least 
two other senior officials — 
Khieu Thirith, Ieng Sary’s wife, 
and Thioumi Thioenn, both for- 
mer politburo members and min- 
isters during the Khmer Rouge's 
rule from 1975-1978. 


‘Are you American? Please take this.’ 


One year after crackdown, dissent still finds a voice 


BEIJING. (UPI): “Are you American? please 
take this.” the middle-aged intellectual whisp- 
ered to a foreign student on a Beijing college 
campus, slipping him a thin sheet of paper. 

The mysterious document was a brief but 
eloquent poem commemorating the victims of 
the Chinese army's violent crackdown last June 
on the pro-democracy movement. 

Signed “The teachers of Beijing univer- 
sitiesm,” the tribute was dated April 15 — the 
first anniversary of the student-led protests, 
which erupted after the death April 15, 1989. of 
the liberal former Chinese Communist Party 
leader Hu Yaobang. 

Like many such silent expressions of protest, 
the poem condemned China's leaders for order- 
ing the army to fire on unarmed demonstrators, 
but ended on a hopeful note: “People will rise to 
greet the rising sun, and together build a new 
Beijing.” 

A year after Chinese from all walks of life took 
to the streets to demand a more open political 
system and an end to official corruption. China's 
hardline government appears to have the upper 


hand. 


A continuing crackdown has snuffed out 
nearly all opportunities for dissent. Those who 
dare protest, as did eight students last December 
at a government ministry, are met with astoni- 
shed stares by passersby and quickly hauled oiT 
by police. 

But resentment still simmers beneath the sur- 
face in Beijing, where determined residents are 
finding outlets for their anger despite the high 
risk involved. 


Their expressions of dissent range from an 
anonymous poem to an impassioned 56-page 
treatise on socialism's worldwide demise. 

Of the night of June 3-4, when the army 
attacked Tiananmen Square, the heart of the 
movement, a student wrote angrily: “Tanks and 
guns could not replace the truth: the blood on the 
avenue of eternal peace mercilessly declared the 
bankruptcy of socialist political theory.” 
Hundreds and perhaps thousands were killed 
when troops stormed down the Avenue of Eter- 
nal Peace, the city's main east-west thorough- 


fare. on their way to the square. 

Other students and Beijing residents, includ- 
ing government officials, say they have safely 
’■quirreled away diaries, democracy propaganda 
and pictures chronicling the movement and its 
bloody dismantling. 

■‘I’m saving it for the <J tv the verdict is rever- 
sed.” said a former activist.' 

The author of the 56-page tome, titled “Social- 
ism is dying a slow death.” is a frail, bespectacled 
student whose close friends are now in prison for 
their involvement in last spring's protests. 

"The failure of the socialist economy has 
determined the fate of the political system. Peo- 
ple don't wish to liveas they did before, and rulers 
are not able to dominate as they once did. Thus, 
revolution breaks ouL” he wrote. 

“Do you think anyone in Hong Kong would 
publish this?" the student asked wistfully. 

Another would-be author is a 24-year-old 
university graduate who compiled a lengthy 
expose of official corruption, with separate chap- 
ters on bribery, graft, profiteering and special 


privilege. Each case is illustrated with specific 
examples. 

Still others, longing to expose the system's 
injustices, write of the mistreatment of the 
thousands arrested last June. One report by a 
graduate student based on interviews with 
students and citizens released from prison, des- 
cribed rampant police abuses. 

"Many people who were arrested had no 
opportuhi ty of seei ng any kind oflegal documen- 
tation such as an arrest warrant or detention 
form,” it said. 

"Most were first subject to beatings with fists, 
nightsticks, rifle butts and leather belts, and only 
then were they interrogated. They were kepi 
awake for long periods of time until they reached 
a state of total exhaustion,” the report said. 

Some people were arrested simply for possess- 
ing pro-democracy propaganda, or because they 
were wounded June 3-4, which proved they had 
been out on the streets.” 

Finally, there is the occasional extremist who 
advocates violence as the only way to change the 
system. 


He called for an end to an 
American embargo or aid and 
trade with Vietnam, admitting 
that Vietnam faced “many dif- 
ficulties”. ...... 

Linh said the anniversary 
marked Lheend of more than a 
century of colonialism, division 
and war as. well. as ihe victory 
over the US-backed government 
of South Vietnam. ' . 

_• “In the face.of the extremely 
complicated -international situa- 
tion a struggle, to defend and 
develop socialism Is unfolding in 
a fierce manner, “President Vo 
Chi Cong told a ceremony at the 
former presidential palace. “We 
are convinced that socialism will 
surmount all trials.” 

Communist leaders and 
specially invited guests listened 
to speeches and watched an 
exhibition of dragon dances, 
fireworks and the music of Viet- 
nam's ethnic minority. . 
Syndrome 

Ho Chi Minh City Mayor 
Nguyen Vmh Nghiep told the 
meeting, attended by several top 
leaders, that even 15 years after 
the defeat of the US-backed 
"South^ Vietnamese forces ;ita . 
^tmpact^^vas Telt m international ^ 
politics?' 'particularly in the 
United.States. 

“Tie United States still suffers 

S ain from the Vietnam syn- 
rome,” he said. 

But in the face of the political 
upheavals affecting the socialist 
world, he said stability and con- 
trol were needed if this impoveri- 
shed nation of 65 million people 
was to develop. 

The Doi Moi (renovation) 
policy would not be able to con- 
tinue if there was instability, he 
said. 

The main streets of the city, 
which saw ascetic exodus of US 
personnel on April 15, 1975, 
when communist tanks broke 
South Vietnamese lines, were 
hung with bright red national 
flags. 

“It all seems like a dream, a 
bad dream when we think about 
the end of the war,” said a former 
air force security officer. 

The officer recalled that he had 
been ordered to stand guard at 
Tan Son Nhul airport on the 
final day of the war. 

“I watched as my commander 
got on a plane and flew away, 
leaving us all behind,” he said. 

The officer, who asked not to 
be identified, said all hr. hoped 
for now was to go to the United 
States with his wife, an 
Amerasian fathered by an 
American early in the war. 




Gen. Tran Van Tra, comman- 
der of the communist forces that 
captured what was then Saigon, 
said the victory’ was glorious, but 
he called for new contacts with 
American veterans of the Viet- 
nam war. 

Tra, vice chairman of a newly 
established Vietnam Veterans 


Association, said his group wan- 
ted relations with veterans of the 
United States and former South 
Vietnamese forces “in order to 
promote peace.” 

Problems 


In a speech at the anniversary 
celebration, the outspoken gen- 
eral emphasised the economic 
and political problems still facing 
the country. 

Tra,- who has occasionally 
criticised the Communist Party, 
said major mistakes had been 
made after the victory, such as 
trying to force the country to 
adapt to socialism too quickly. 

After the ceremony., be told 
UP! the country had to fight 
corruption, excessive 

bureaucracy, theft of govern- 
ment property, incompetence 
and lack of democracy. 

“We must work for democrat- 
isation, but it must be democrat- 
isation in good order,” he said. 

Tra said he was worried that if 
political change moved too fast 
the Vietnamese Communist . 
Party could go . the way of.com- 
mtmist parties in Eastern 
Europe. 
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downed own MiG-19 


Red Star reveals on 1960 American U-2 incident 




. EAST April JO. (AP)r 

East Gteraany wants to. tiinU 
' " fordg^ owners hip of itsstaie-rud ‘ 

i^ Vv daslr^-and sell a 50 per cent 

. "--Tpitenrst ; C| the factories to its 
ditieri&V newspaper reported 
•today*?-'*: . 

“ * Detegatioris From both Ger- 
manysrfcegan meeting in Bonn 
today to -.disciiss merging their 
nations’ fitxmomics and social 
institutions, a move they hope io 
t^pjeteby July 2. 

■ Among; East Germany's 
demands is a proposal that its 
citizens retain at- least balf- 
ownership in the 8,000 enterpr- 
ise jh afrtoW are state-owned, an 
Edsf<jftrm^ official was quoted 
Bsaj^today- 

• v'Xfe:' proposal apparently is 
ajmed.-at countering EasL Ger- 
man fedrs that West German and 
foreign, interests will completely 
tafcc qver their fonnerly com- 
munist-rim economy once ii is 
converted to a free-market sys- 

’ . tent/ v.:vy ■■ 

* Morelh. the East Ger- 

man Trustee for public property, 
saidiaan interview with ihe West 
Gern^xt newspaper Die Welt 
thatlfcc gbwrnnMnLwants East 
Germans tqbe a blero buy invest- 
; menLcenilicatesin eadt nation* 
alised industry . 

-r He said the certificates would 
\ bcrodepmablc after three years. 
East rGemian companies also 
would .be able to sell ownership 
shares loctnployees, be said. 

Foreign ownership in each 
East^Gcmuin enterprise would 
be timitedtqSO percent and goto . 
dse highestbidder. he said in the • 
interview, W 

4 Obsolete 
He estimated the value of East 
<Jenflan -industries after the 
economic merger at 300 billion 
. WestGerman marks (SI 78 


MOSCOW, April 30.1 AP): The Soviet Amynews- 
P^P 0, disclosed for the first time yesterday that 
wnm the Russians downeda US spy plane 30 yrars 
ago they also destroyed one of their own fighters 
thatwoii punuwg the American U-2. 

The U-2. piloted by Pranas Gary Powers, was 
saaot down on May 1. 1960, disrupting a summit 
meeting 19 days later in Paris between Preadcoi 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and Soviet leader Nikita $. 
K resbebev ;md forcing the cancellation of another 
summit panned for later that year. 

Red, Star, the Soviet Army newspaper, said the 
Soviets ton a MiG- 1 9 and its pilot in the operation. 

The paper also disclosed for the first tune that the 
Soviets sent up a new Tighter plane and ordered iu 
pilot to ram the U-2 in a suicide mission. The new 
fighter reached the U-2's altitude but Faded to ram 
it. 

. The article, published three days before this 
year's May Day festivities, may have been intended 
to' remind Soviet readers that US actions have 
damaged superpower ties in (he pul. In recent 
days, Soviet officuh have warned that relations 
might suffer if Washington imposes sanctions on 
Moscow in retaliation for its crackdown on (he 
. breakaway republic of Lithuania. 

Red Star uud that Khrushchev was atop Lenin's 


mausoleum on Red Square watching the May Day 
parade when be learned that a new model Soviet 
SA-2 surface-to-air missile had brought down the 
U-2. 

The commander of the Soviet Air Defence For- 
ces. Marshal Sergei Biryuzov, climbed the 
mausoleum ’'carrying happy news, that the plane 
had been hit by tnc rust rocket." the article said. 
“And Khrushchev, standing right there on the 
tribune, congratulated the marshal** 

Khrushchev, in memoirs smuggled to the West 
and published in 1974. wrote thntoiplomats watch- 
ing! nc parade knew something big had happened 
because Biryurov wore a duty uniform rather than 
the parade dress worn by the other military officers 
in Red Square. 

Soviets hurrying to the May Day parade in the 
Ural mountain city of Sverdlovsk raw » far dif- 
ferent sight, what appeared to be Fireworks high in 
the air. said the article, signed by a Col A Doku- 
chayev. 

The fiery debris was not fireworks, but a Soviet 
MiG* 19that was hit by the same type of missile that 
exploded behind power's U-2 and damaged it. Red 
Star said in the most detailed version of the Soviet 
military action. 

Power's mission began in Pakistan and was to 


have carricid him over Sverdlovsk for a landing m 
Norway. 

He used neither ihcautomatic destruction device 
nor a poison pm he had been given in case die 
mission failed, and was captured at a collective 
farm near Sverdknsi. He was held for three years, 
then exchanged for the Suviet spy Rudolph Abel. 
Powers published his memoirs in 1 970. 

The Soviet article disclosed for the first time that 
the Soviets had ordered a new model Sukhoi-9 
fighter to pursue the U-2 in an unsuccessful ram- 
ming attempt. The SU-9was unarmed, but was able 
to reach nearly to the 70,000 feet (2 1,000 metres) at 
which the U-2 operated, the report said. 

The Soviets also scrambled two MiG-19's. which 
were not capable of flying that high. The pilot of 
one MiG-19. Boris Ivazyan, reported to ground 
control that the debris from the U-2 was actually 
that from an S A-2 that hud missed the U-2. prompt- 
ing the ground battery to fire another. 

The next Soviet missile struck the Mig-19 flown 

hy Sergei Safronov . .10. who was killed. He was one 
of 21 Soviets given medals for their role in bringing 
down Powers, and the Red Scar article disclosed for 
the first time that he was honoured posthumously. 

Ivazyan survived and later married Safronov's 
widow. 


We’ll suspend J 0 ° th b a y ; 


independence S[ t e n e 


• There was no immediate reac- 
tion from West Germany, which 
warits .the joling East German 
economy fo ^e transformed to a 
Western«s<y}e capitalist system. 

Many East German factories 
arc pbsblele and likely to dose' 
aft eT^ihc’ Wbi ' coun t n& ' • merge • 
their; fheyC. 

wonyMa^fe Ip com jielewilhout;. 
goVeramCTtsabadies. v officials 
and analysis 1 have said.- - - ■ 

"East German Prime Minister 
Lothar dc. Maiziere- and the 
government of West German 
Chapcdlorl Helmut Kohl dis- 
agreeoyer how to dividelhe costs 
of umtrng the two countries! 

, East Germany wants to raain- 
fcm some government subsidies 
andpriyiiectionsforits workers as 
thenafionstuftsfr ora a commun- 
ist economy to a Western-style 
system. , 

W«t Germany has said it will 
trade most East German marks 
for WeiA German marks at a I- 1 
exchange rale, but wants to trade 
personal- savings accounts of 
•more'than ^000 marks ($2,300) 
at a.2^1.rei(e. East Germany is 
demanding : a higher ceiling for 
saving accounts. . 

West ^German officials said 
over the weekend that East Ger- 
many should not press for more 
financial concessions because 
they, could lead to higher West 
Gpnnan. taxes and erode the 
power of the strong West Ger- 
Jfeinniark: 

KohJ‘ indirectly, chided East 
Germans, implying they want to 
achieve prosperity through 
negotiations; rather .than hard 
work! - ' 

“We must also say that the 
prosperity in West Germany did 
• not fall, from heaven.bnl came 
from work.'Tte said in a speech in 
Saarbruecken. West Germany. 

Jo addition to the economic 
differences, 7 wide disagreement 
exists- over .the role of a united 
Germany in the Nato and War- 
saw Pbct military alliances. 

De Mairiere met in Moscow 
yesterday with Soviet President 
MifcftaiiGorbachev, but the two 
failed!; to settle disagreements 
■oyer - whether a united Germany 
could be pari of the North Ailanr 

dcTreaiy Ch-ganisaJibn; 

v: . Healing 

M-' Foreign Minister Hans- 
fifctrich Gtsnseber said yesterday 
; ttol. German unification would 
heal -the division of Europe 
caused by ’ the Second World 
War.; . : 

. "German unification is more 

thanlheintroductionoflhedcut- 

sche mark in East Germany^ 
Genscher |old West Germany s 
Channel Otie television. • 


Lithuanian moves to gain talks 

COPENHAGEN, April 30, (Agencies): Lithuania is ready to freeze its March 1 1 declaration of indepen- 
deuce in order to bringMoscow to the negotiating table. Deputy Prime Minister Romuaidas Ozolas said in 
an interview publishedtoday. 

“As 3 starting point, we will provisionally suspend our independence and ask For negotiations with 
Moscow on which of the laws we have passed damages Moscow's interests," Ozolas was quoted as saying in 
a telephoneinterview with the Danish newspaper Berlingske Ttdende. 

**1 am convinced our proposal is acceptable to both (Soviet President Mikhail) Gorbachev and to the 
West, especially against the background of the latest signals from Moscow. 

"All we ask is that western countries monitor negotiations to encourage the Soviet Union not to cheat and 
use force." 

— Prospects for a breakthrough 

m • h in Lhe six-week impasse emerged 

am on Saturday after the Kremlin 

■ B ml rm said it would accept the idea of 

■ U H m ■ ■ ^rm ■ ■ the rebel republic freezing its 

® - ® March 11 declaration of 

. . ■ . • independence instead of rescind- 

Lithuania blockade 

" " . — ; : 1 its implementation,” a spokes- 

man for Gorbachev told journal- 
ists. 

Moscow recently tightened an 
economic blockade of the rebel 
, republic aimed at forcing it to 
return' to the Soviet fold'. It has 
now halted coal shipments, after 
cutting food, oil and natural gas 
supplies and stopping shipments 
of raw-materials. 

Tiiwre were reports at the 
weekend, however, that Soviet 
PrimeMmister Nikolai Ryzhkov 
had ordered a sharp increase in 
natural gas supplies to the Azoi 
chemical plant in Janava. 90 km 
(60 miles) northwest of Vilnius. 

The paper quoted sources 
dose to Lithuanian President 

r r _ r ^ „ lr . l Vyiautas Landsbcrgis as saying 

which had been cut by the block- Landsbergls his government would be 

adc, but the manager said so far be was angry with the United prepared to freeze its dedaration 

there has been no increase. States for failing to come to Lilli- ofindependencefortwoyears. 

Amid signs that the Kremlin uania's aid. he told NBC he Landsbergis said at the week- 
might be ready to negotiate a - believed the Soviet blockade end he welcomed Moscow's 

poBtical solution to ine crisis could be brought to an end "if lhe comments as “constructive and 

caused by Lithuania's March 1 1 countries of the West demand worthy of careful considera- 

declaranon of independence, it."- t *°*';** . .... 

Landsbergis said he was Later on Sunday. Lithuania’s Moscow is particularly alar- 
"prepared for any possible com- Prime Minister, Kazimiera med .about three laws passed 

promise." He did not elaborate. Prunskiene told reporters upon after March 1 1 . The laws would 

A spokesman for Soviet her arrival in Canada that the exempt Lithuanians from Soviet 

President Mikhail- Gorbachev worst was over in the crisis with conscription, prepare to 

announced oil Saturday that the Moscow. in troduce identity cards and lake 

Kremlin leader no longerinsistcd “The crisis peaked sometime over property claimed by the 

that the declaration be rescinded, last week. At the. moment, the small pro-Moscow Communist 

removing a maim- obstacle to situation appears to be stabilis- Party. 


WASHINGTON, April 30, 
(Reuter): Lithuanian President 
Vytauius Landsbergis said in m 
^ mtervkrw yesterday that .be had 
pern iw.pndcxK*of Moscow eas- 
, ; \ng its blockade agaix^t thc rebd • 
repubfc .^ : ' 
r "Nothing has been connected, 
nor has there been any increase in 
XhesupplyofoiL There was also a 
promise, that the gas supply 
would be increased, but that has 
not happened.” he told NBC . 
television uews in an interview 
' from Vilnius. ' 

. The production manager of a 
chemical plant at Janava, 55 
miles (90 km) rtorthwest of Vil- 
nius, earlier said Moscow bad 
promised to step up gas supplies 
which had been cut by the block- 
ade, but the manager said so far 
there has been no increase. 

Amid signs that the Kremlin 
might be ready to negotiate a - 
political solution to the crisis 
caused by Lithuania's March 1 1 
•declaration of independence, 
Landsbergis said he was 
“prepared for any possible com- 
promise." He did not elaborate. 

A spokesman for Soviet 
President Mikhail- Gorbachev 
announced on Saturday that the 
Kremlin leader no tongerinsisted 
that thedeclaration be rescinded, 
removing a major obstacle to 
breaking the seven-week-old 
deadlock. 

Although Landsbergis denied 



Landsbergls 

be was angry with the United 
States for failing to come to Lith- 
uania’s aid. he told NBC he 
believed the Soviet blockade 
could be brought to an end "iflhc 
countries of the West demand 
it/'- 

Later on Sunday. Lithuania's 
Prime Minister. Kazimiera 
Prunskiene told reporters upon 
her arrival in Canada that the 
worst was over in the crisis with 
Moscow. 

“The crisis peaked sometime 
last week. At the moment, (he 
situation appears to be stabilis- 
ing,” she said through a tran- 
slator at Montreal's Mirabel air- 
port.' 


Police entry into 
embassy protested 


ATHENS. April 30. (UPIk Greek 
Foreign Minister Antonis Samaras 
sent a strong protest to Albania after 
five security men forcibly entered 
Greece's embassy compound in 
Tirana and dragged away a man 
seeking politico] asylum, the Foreign 
.Ministry said today. 

The incidctu occurred yesterday 
when an unidentified young man 
entered the embassy compound call- 
ing for help and saying be sought 
political asylum. Five Albanian 
securiiv men followed him into the 
premises, beat him severely and drag- 
ged him away, officials said. 

Greek Ambassador Spyros Dok- 
ianos and the entire embassy staff 
witnessed the incident and the 
ambassador immediately protested 
to (be Tirana authorities. 

Samaras, who relumed ro Athens 
late Sunday from the European 
Economic Community sumraii in 
Dublin, summoned the Albanian 
Charge d'AOatRS and sent a second 


strong protest io Tirana about the 
unauthorised entry of the security 
men into the embassy compound. 

The name and other details of the 
young asylum seeker were not 
immediately available. 

The incident followed one which 
occurred in early March when So tins 
Antoniou. an ethnic Greek Alban- 
ian, entered the embassy in Tirana 
and sought political asylum. 

Two days later members of the 
Sigurimi, or Albanian security 
police, tried to enter the embassy to 
drag him out, but embassy 
employees stopped them, and two of 
the employees were injured in lhe 
scuffle. 

Antoniou was eventually allowed 
to fly to Athens days later. 

Two weeks ago Bernard Kici. 38. 
an Albanian Catholic from Shkodra 
in northern Albania, entered the 
embassy and sought asylum. Saying 
he warned political freedom as well as 
freedom to practice bis religion. 


Thousands of defiant Lith- 
uanians have taken to the streets 
in support of independence as 
signs emerged of a possible way 
out of the rebel republic's seven- 
week-old deadlock with Mos- 
cow. 

Ten thousand people packed 
the cathedral square in the Lith- 
uanian capital Vilnius late yes- 
terday to hear Beethoven's ninth 
symphony, which Landsbergis 
has turned into the independence 
movement's unofficial anthem. 

“Beethoven's symphony 
represents hope and freedom ana 
victory." Rita Dapkus. spokes- 
woman for ihe Lithuanian 
parliament's information office, 
said from lhe capital. 

At the end of the one-hour 
performance, broadcast in towns 
and villages across the republic, 
the emotional crowd broke into 
spontaneous shouts of “Lith- 
uania." witnesses said. 

Earlier yesterday, several 
thousand cyclists rallied in the 
city centre to show Iheir resolve 
in the face of the Kremlin's 
blockade of energy supplies 
which has left motorists stranded 
and forced lay-offs at factories. 
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.atvian Front claims majority despite poll setback 

■■fesia .wfiMeses sasas a s a^ 


lOSGOW, April juj 
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^^From candfdates had wqp four or 17 
ow controls. 128 
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-In practice, we have the majority ^ we need" said 
Janis Jurkans. chairman of the Front s forage 
relations committee. “He will proclaim indepen- 
dence with the support of other, smaller n-oups. " 
The first round of voting was on March i 8, with 
fading candidates proceeding to second vote if 
none received at least 50 per cent of votes. A two- 
tiuids majority is needed Tor all. constitutional 
changes. A simple majority is sufficient for other 

issues. 1 

The new Parliament which convenes on May 3, 
is expected to approve aid For breakaway Lith- 


uania. target of tough Kremlin economic sanctions 
designed to return it to the Soviet fold. 

Estonia has already announced its defiance of 
Moscow's blockade, pledging to continue 
deliveries to its Baltic neighbour. 

Lithuania. Latvia and Estonia, all independent 
nations between the First and Second World Wars, 
were annexed by Moscow in 1940 under the terms 
of a secret pact with the Nazis. 

Lithuania , proclaimed its independence on 
March 11. while Estonia has announced its own 
step-by-step drive tosmwJgnty. 


on Nato 

MOSCOW, April 30. (AP* East 
German Prime Minister Loifear de 
Mahdere says he failed to allay 
Soviet concerns about a muted Ger- 
many's membership in Nato, bet 
that a meeting with Mikhail Gorba- 
chev was “very constructive.” 

De Maiziere met with the Soviet 
president for two hoots yesterday at 
the Kremlin. 

Afterward, the Soviet news 
■ agency T ass said Gorbachev “main- 
tains a negative attitode to the one- 
sided imbalanced proposal for the 
inclusion of the fhtnre anted Ger- 
man government in Nato.” 

Tass said it was paraphrasing 
Gorbachev’s remarks. 

De Maiziere said membership in 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
isation was possible “if Nato 
develops a new strategy.” 

StiD, De Maiziere said the meet- 
ing would facilitate German reun- 
ification. 

De Maiziere, accompanied by his 
ministers of defence, foreign affairs 
and economics, were in Moscow for 
a day of talks preceding negotia- 
tions on German reunification May 
5 In Bonn, West Germany. 

Representatives of the two Ger- 
manys as weQ as the four victorious 
World War II affies — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain 
and France — wiB participate in the 
talks. 

The West says a united Germany 
should be a member of Nato. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
A. Shevardnadze said in an 
interview published on Saturday in 
Ireland that a united Germany 
should be non-aligned, and conk) 
belong to both the Weston affiance 
and the Warsaw Pact. 

De Maiziere has said be opposes 
German neutrality, and also 
stationing Nato soldiers on East 
German territory until a new aB- 
Enropean security system can be 
arranged. 

German neutrality “would be 
contrary to the spirit of the times, 
corresponding instead to the oM 
mentality of blocs,” be told Tass In 
East Berlin on Saturday. 

On Sunday, however, he did nor 
say what a European security sys- 
tem should look like, hot did say it 
should also guarantee Soviet 
security. 

“Gorbachev did not accept ow 
Nato proposal, so other soJntions 
wfi] have to be fooDd," be said. 

Tass said Soviet Defence Mini- 
ster Dmitri T. Yazov told his East 
German counterpart, Rainer Eppei- 
mann, “a united Germany's mem- 
bership in Nato may influence the 
balance of forces in Earope and des- 
tabilise international relations.” 

Economic relations with a muted 
Germany and ensuring Soviet 
security are Moscow's principal 
concerns. East Germany has been a 
key member of the Warsaw Pact 
military alliance, and an important 
trading partner for the Soviet 
Untoo. 
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Demonstration in Bucharest 

A Romanian boy sits on nis lather's shoulders amid a crowd of anti-government demonstrators on the sixth 
day in Bucharest Central University Square. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Profile 


Dr Kouchner 

Human rights 
campaigner 

PARIS. April 30. {APk Dr Bernard Kouchner has become the French 
government's human-rights commando, rushing to hot spots with 
cameras close behind. 

He turned up in television newscasts around the world during the 
Romanian revolution in December, one of the few Western officials on 
the embattled streets of Bucharest. 

A month later, the 50-year-old physician crossed the lines of warring 
Christians in Beirut, a truckload of journalists in tow, to arrange the 
evacuation of 1 7 wounded people to French hospitals. 

Early in April, he organized a gathering of doctors, scientists and 
intellectuals in Krakow, Poland, to explore Eastern Europe's need for 
what he calls “human rights in action.” 

“It’s easy to sign a declaration of human rights.” said Kouchner, a 
founder of the medical relief agency Mededns Sans Frontiers, also 
known as Doctors Without Borden. “Putting them into action, that's- 
more difficult.” 

His official title is Secretary of State for Humanitarian Action and be 
reports directly to Premier Michel Rocard. 

The office has counterparts in other nations, but Kouchner's flam- 
boyance is singular. 

Kouchner and the 10 other idealistic young doctors who founded 
Doctors Without Borders m 1971 d e dicated themselves to caring for 
victims in the world’s trouble spots. 

Among places they could be found were the Thai -Cambodian border. 
Lebanon and Africa’s famine belt. 

Their charter pledged non-interference in politics. That began to wear 
on Kouchner. who thought the agency should call attention to violations 
of human rights. 

"We weregood Red Cross people, good boy scouts,” he said in an 
interview. “The rest of the world was political.'* 

In 1979. he lost a power struggle for control of Doctors Without 
Borders to Claude Malhuret. 

Eventually, Kouchner left the group and formed a rival organization 
called Doctors of the World. Its first major mission was saving Viet- 
namese boat people with a merchant ship that plucked ill weary refugees 
from their rickety craft and carried them to refugee camps. 

Kouchner Invited journalists along and got extensive coverage. The 
publicity has continued, and he has been accused of grandstanding. 

A journalists on the Lebanon trip wrote a humorous piece about how 
many limes Kouchner adjusted his tie before the cameras rolled. 

In theimerview. Kouchner said; "There can be no human intervention 
without communication. I’m not in favour of this, but these are modern 
times.” 

He entered the government after the socialists returned to power in 
1988. They inherited a human rights ministry from Jacques Chirac, the 
departing conservative prime minister. 

The ministry was Chirac's answer to the human rights flag waved by 
the left, especially Francois Mitterrand, the Socialist president. Chirac 
hud put Kouchner's old rival. Malhuret, in charge. 

Mitterrand prefers to address human rights himself and abolished the 
ministry, which Kouchner said was fine with him. 

"H urn an rights is a private activity against the government," he said in 
the interview. "It was impossible for MalhureL 

"From my position. 1 can protest when ray government violates 
human rights, but E don't have to resign. If I were in charge. I'd have to 
resign." 

Kouchner has focused his office on the activities he relishes: feeding 
refugees, comforting earthquake victims, patching up the wounded. _ 

He has only a small staff, however, and acknowledges that groups like 
Doctors Without Borders and Doctors of the World do the real emer- 
gency work. He sees himself as a public figure with a high profile whose 
presence can attract media attention and help aid efforts. 


'Short-range N weapons will remain’ 

IRUSSELS, April 30. (Reuter): “= 7 

European army project 


BRUSSELS, April 30. (Reuter): 
Nato will keep short-range 
nuclear weapons despite major 
changes in East-West relations, 
its top commander in Europe 
said in an interview published 
today. 

General John Galvin, supreme 
allied commander Europe, told 
the Belgian armed forces 
magazine Forum the 16-nation 
alliance agreed nuclear weapons 
would still be needed to help keep 
peace. 

"Even though the alliance 
leadership is optimistic on our 
ability to nit the total number of 
weapons, it is also very dear that 
we wilt not eliminate short-range 
nuclear systems entirely.” he 
said. 

Nato sources said last week the 
alliance would scrap controver- 
sial plans to modernise short- 
range missiles in Europe and 
probably unilaterally withdraw 
hundreds of nuclear artillery 


MADRID, April 30, (Kuna): Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez 
Ordonez today said that there was a project within tbc framework of the 
European unity to establish a one European army 
Speaking over Spanish siaic-run radio just two days after the EEC summit 
conference wound up in the Irish capital of Dublin.Ordonez said that the unity 
of the European policy is going ahead but slowly. 

He added that (hose countries tend to achieve the confederation and not the 
federalism, noting that “most of us will not live to sec that come true." 

Ordonez indicated that the march toward political unity for the 12-nation 
group takes into consideration that this number would increase in future to 
more than 1 5couniries. rii'ngmterest of several East European countries to join 
the EEC. 


sheik- It would concentrate more 
on air-launched missiles and 
bombs in lhe future, they said. 

Most of those missiles and 
artillery shells, with a range of 
less than 5im km (300 miles), arc 
based in West Germany and 
could hit only German soil or 
countries in Eastern Europe. 

lhe arrival of democracy in 
Eastern Europe and the prospect 


of German unification made 
modernisation impossible, they 
‘aid. 

“The presence of nuclear 
weapons is one of the principal 
reasons that peace has reigned in 
Europe for the past 40 years,” 
said Galvin, an American. “Con- 
ventional weapons by them- 
selves have never deterred war.” 


Romania 
protest 
spreads 
to cities 


BUCHAREST. April 30, (UPI): 
Demonstrations by more than 
35,000 people in at least four Roman- 
ian cities climaxed a week of protests 
aimed at driving out the communists 
and the security police that remain in 
power. 

The largest of the rallies yesterday 
occurred u> Timisoara, where some 
.20,000 anti-communist protesters 
gathered in the centre of the city. 
Demonstrations last December in 
Timisoara sparked the revolution 
dialled to iheoasterandexecutionof 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Demonstrators chanted for the 
removal from power of remaining 
communists ana for members of the 
disbanded security police to be 
refused candidacy in the May 20 elec- 
tions. 

The new round of protests began a 
week ago in Bucharest, where 1 5,000 
people gathered in University Square 
to criticise interim President Ion 
lliescu and celebrate his failure to 
■ prevent their demonstrations. 

A banner was hung across the' 
square prod aiming it a "neo-com- 
munist free zone,” and demon- 
strators urged mass protests daily 
until the election. 

lliescu last week described the 
protesters as "hooligans" and tried 
to use the military to disperse them, 
but he was defeated by Romania's 
interim Parliament, the provisional 
council for national unity. 

He said yesterday that tb ■ >j s 
protests in Timisoara, Bucharoi and 
two other Romanian cities actually 
were efforts to postpone the May 20 
elections rather than to prevent 
members ofiheold communist struc- 
ture from running. 

lliescu. who served as a govern- 
ment official under Ceausescu before 
falling out of favour, said the prote- 
sters wanted to postpone the dec- 
lions until the fall, '‘even at the cost of 
destabilising the state," the official 
Yugoslav news agency, Tanjug, 
reported. 

The orderly protest in Timisoara 
was organised by the newly formed 
National Alliance for the Daence of 
the Timisoara Revolution. Tanjug 
said. 

The alliance included represen- 
tatives of the Peasants' Christian 
Democratic Party, the National- 
Liberal Party, the Democratic 
Alliance of H ungarians in Romania, 
the Social-Democratic Party and the 
Fraier-Nitate political trade union, 
the agency said. 


Vatican to 
resume ties 


VATICAN CITY. April 30. (AP): 
The Vatican and Romania have 
decided io re-establish diplomatic 
relations after a 40-year break, the 
Vatican said today. 

No date was given but papal spok- 
esman Joaquin Navarro said it will 
he soon. 

The fall of tiic hardline communist 
governments in central and eastern 
Europe over the past year las all- 
owed the Vatican to expand its 
influence in the region. 

With the exception of Romania, 
the Holy See has restored official ties 
with al! countries that had cut rela- 
tions after the communists came to 
pouer after World War 11 . 

Pope John Paul U’s native Poland, 
which is predominantly Roman 
Catholic, restored ties last July. Hun- 
gary did so in February and Czu- 
ihoslovakut re-established relations 
earlier this month, two days before 
the Pope paid a historic visit to the 
country. 
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MOSCOW, April 30, (AF): 
Kind-eyed and smiling. Vladimir 
I. Lenin looks down from his 
s-.cndard-issue picture on an 
unlikely scene at a municipal 
office: A jumble of self-absorbed 
toddlers, bottles and cellophane 
food packages, piles of clothing 
and chairs pushed together to 
form beds. 

Frustrated with the govern- 
ment’s inability to relieve the 
housing shortage, a .score of 
families on April I S took over a 
conference room on the second 
floor of the government and 
party headquarters in Moscow's 
Kiev district. The protestors, 
who include teachers, labourers, 
architects, artists and engineers, 
have been living there ever since. 

“We won’t leave here until 
each of us gets the key to a big, 
new apartment.'* said Katya 
Belyakova, a mother of three. 

Housing shortages are one of 
the most severe ways in which the 
Soviet Union's economic 
problems loucb the lives of 
citizens. An often-quoted figure 
indicates that about one in five 
Soviets does not have his own 
house or apartment and must 
share living quarters. 

In the mid-1980s. President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and the 
leadership launched a much- 
heralded plan to give every 
Soviet his own place to live by the 
year 2000 . 

Nowhere 

But like many other reforms, 
this one is getting nowhere while 
the list of people waiting for 
housing gets longer. Supplies of 
building materials are uncertain, 
and residents of may run-down 
apartments in the heart of Mos- 
cow are being moved out to the 
new buildings that are finished so 
the downtown structures can be 
rebuilt. 

Mrs Belyakova, her husband 
three children live in a communal 
apartment with three other 
families. The other families often 
quarrel over use of the single 
toiler and other facilities, she 
said. Her neighbours pinch, push 
and shout at her children if they 
catch them in the apartment’s 
corridor. 

The protesting families, each 
have three or more children. Lar- 
gely because of; the country's 
chronic housing shortages, many 
patents limit themselves to one 
child or perhaps two. 

According to Soviet law, the 
size of their families entitles them 
to new housing no more than 
three years after they apply, but 
many of the protesters have been 
cramming five or more people in 
a single room for years with no 
hope of improvement. 


Now. their children run in the 
solemn, empty hallways of the 
Moscow office building. Their 
parents write statements, seek 
meetings with officials, make 
posters and plan strategy. Prote- 
sters come and go freely, but at 
night a minimum of 15 adults 
and some of the children settle in 
to sleep. 

Trying 

District officials have not tried 
to shoo them away, and say they 
are trying to help the families 
gain apartments in a new six- 
story building originally inten- 
ded Tor officials of the Commun- 
ist Party central committee 
bureaucracy. 

Anatoly A. Shchukin a deputy 
to the district government chair- 
man, said in an interview that he 
understands the families' 
predicament, and there has been 
a minimum of conflict during the 
two-week sit-in. The protesters 
are allowed to use the dining hall 
in the white, square party and 
government headquarters. 

Bui he said the protesters 
should not have brought rheir 
children along. He said he has 
told them: “The children are here 
for no reason. It is your right to 
strike, to determine your own 
future, but when you bring you 
children here, even for the best 
reason, you injure the child." 


Two representatives of the 
protesters met with ah official of 
the Moscow city council on 
Friday, and came away with 
hope that the city would agree to 
turn over the new six-story build- 
ing to the Kiev district for its 
housing needs. 

The building, after it was 
featured in Soviet media reports, 
became an embarrassment first 
to the Communist Party that 
commissioned it. and then to the 
Supreme Soviet legislature that 
was going to use it to house 
deputies when they are in town. 

But even if the building is tur- 
ned over regional authorities, 
Shchukin said it would be several 
months before the transfer could 
be made formally and the finish- 
ing work done. 

Even then, the 56 apartments 
available would do little to solve 
the district's housing needs. 

In 1990, the distnet govern- 
ment that oversees services for 
1 66,000 people does not expect to 
be able to add to the number of 
apartments it has available. 
Shchukin said. 



America 


Crowds defy lava to hold mass: aoovct- 

How crowd defied ad vancing lava to celebra ie mass a t 
Scar of the Sea church on Sunday. 

The Roman Catholic church was filled beyond 
capacity for Sunday mass, perhaps the last to be 
celebrated at its current site. 

Among those attending the mass were Edmund 
and Agnes Kaawaloa. the first couple married in the 
church 50 years ago. Kaawaloa. 73. helped build the 
church when he was a boy. 

Following the service, about 50 parishioners met 
to debate the merits of moving the wooden structure 
known as the painted church, because of the Biblical 
scenes depicted on its inside walls. Movers have 
offered to donate their services to reloca te the church. 
(AP) 


1 10 held for disturbances: Revelers hurled 

rocks and bottles and police responded with tear-gas 
during two nights of disturbances at a University 
festival, police said Sunday in San Luis, Obispo. 
California. 

At least 20 people were injured and 1 10 arrested. 
The confrontations between par rye rs and police 
on Friday and Saturday nights occurred during the 
58th annual "Poly Royal" celebration at California 


Polytechnic State University. 

Numerous homes and vehicles were damaged dur- 
ing the two nights of violence, authorities reported. 
Police said they made 30 arrests Friday, and SO on 
Saturday. 

Twelve police officers were injured on Friday, one 
of them suffering a broken arm. and at least other six 
people required medical treatment, authorities said. 

The worst or the disturbances happened Friday 
night, when windows at a liquor store were smashed 
and terrified employees threw full champagne bottles 
at a crowd that shouted “free beer, free beer." while 
trying to get in. The crowd threw back empty beer 
bottles. (API 


Calm reported at Indian camp: a road- 
block by native American Indians came down and 
quite prevailed Sunday at an upstate Indian encamp- 
ment where a gun-wielding man confronted state 
troopers who came to arrest him for his involvement 
in the shooting down of an army helicopter. 

The roadblock at the entrance to Ganienkeh 
Encampment came down early Sunday, hours after 
the Saturday night confrontation. No injuries were 
reported. 

The incident took place about 40 miles (65 km) east 
of the St. Regis Reservation, where battles between 
pro- and anti-casino gambling Indians have erupted 
in violence in the' past two months. 

On Saturday, a diabetic Indian presumed killed in 
a gun battle earlier in the week, emerged from the 
woods in good condition after surviving on a diet of 

bark and cedar wood. (UPI) 

• * * 


Haitian protest: About l.OOO Haitians massed 
outside an alien detention centre Sunday, tearing 
down a fence and calling on immigration officials to 
release their countrymen. 

A special riot control team of 79 Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service officers was deployed to hold 
back the protesters as they crashed through one gate 
and advanced or another, said [NS distrief director 
Richard Smith. 

The protesters heeded warnings to stop and no 
injuries or arrests were reported at the Krome service 
processing centre. 25 miles (40 kilometres) west of 
Miami, authorities said. ( AP) 




UK police corruption: At least 40 cases of 

alleged violence, corruption or other malpractices 
involving officers in more than a third of Britain's 


police forces are being investigated by other forces, 
according to a leading newspaper in London, Mon- 


day. 

The Independent newspaper said that a rising 
□umber of complaints forms the backdrop to an 
increasing lack of public confidence in the British 


police, as shown in a poll carried out for the paper. 
Some chief constables were also quoted bv thi 


Some chief constables were also quoted by the 
same daily as admitting that mobile has dropped as a 
result of the controversies surrounding the British 
police last year. 

Those include the disbandment of the West 
Midlands police crime squad in central England, and 
the freeing of four Irish nationals after being convic- 
ted of bombing at Guildford. Surrey, outside Lon- 
don. (Kuna) 


Self-destructing condoms: British scient- 


ists hoping to reduce the amount of plastic and rubber 
waste Uttering oceans are studying the possibilities of 
a self-destructing condom, the Independent news- 
paper said Sunday. 

The newspaper said a leading condom manufac- 
turer. London .International, is examining the 
"photodegradable" sheath, a condom which disap- 
pears when exposed to light. 

The company, which makes Du rex condoms and 
supplies contraceptives to 1 1 million Britoas every 
year, said after years or working to make naturally 
biodegrada blc 1 atex more s table an d reliable, i u faces 
the difficult challenge or trying to undo some of that 
progress in the name of the environment (UPI) 


Dutch seize hashish: Dutch police said on 
Sunday they had seized a load of 2.600 kg (5.720 
pounds) of hashish transported from Belgium and 
arrested two Dutchmen in connection with the case. 

Working on a tip from Belgian police, agents 
followed a truck carrying the load, worth about S3.5 
million wholesale, from Antwerp to De Rijp, north of 
Amsterdam. They arrested the driver and a man 
alleged to have received the consignment. 

The Netherlands is one of Europe's main centres 
for drug trafficking. Police made their two biggest 
hauls, of 45 tonnes of hashish and 3.000 kg (6,600 
pounds) of cocaine, within three days of each other in 
February. (Reuter) 

* * * 


Drive to save African elephants: The 

Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWFj has called for 


intensifying the global action to save the African 
elephant from extinction, as half of their 1.3 million 
population estimated in 1979 are believed to have 
disappeared since then. 

In some countries, the proportion has been, even 
higher. Since 1981. Sudan has lost 85 per cent of its 
elephants and Zambia 80 per cent, while Kenya has 
lost 85 per cent since 1973. A 1989 estimate showed 
numbers across the continent were reduced to less 

than 650,000. 

If this rate of extinction continues. East. West and 
much of central Africa will only have small scattered 
herds left by the end of the centurv, according to 
WWF.(Kuna) 

* * * 



Berlin Wail smashed 


The big arm of a crane (above) smashed into the 
concrete, scattering enough bits of Berlin Wall to fill a 
dozen souvenir stands. 

A small crowd lingered into the early hours Sunday 
to watch the floodlit scene, wincing as a screeching, ' 
scraping array of machines began clearing away the 
most famous section of the bartered barrier. 

With the gigantic Brandenburg Gale as a back- 
drop. it was here that the most vivid Image of the revolt 
against East Germany's communist government was 
created. 

Thousands climbed the section of wall when the 
country's borders were opened on Nov 9, chipping 
away at the stretch of cement that was once an art 
gallery of political graffiti. 

"1 remember walking with my old mother here on 
Nov 5 and telling her that it won't be long before this 
wall is gone.' said West Berliner Hans Ulrich, 42. as he 
leaned on a guardrail and watched the destruction 
'Ot course. I'd been saying that for years.' 


Kiss-off 


World record 


CORVALLIS. Oregon, April 20, (AP): About 
2,000 people tried to kiss their way into the 
Guinness Book ofWorid Records, aiming to set a 
record for the greatest number of peoplekissingat 
the same time and place. 

. Participants at the kiss-off at Oregon State 
University signed ticket stubs to be tabulated and 
submitted to the record book. 

The current Guinness Book does not contain a 
record forthis event, said Cassandra Wozniak. an 
organiser. She said efforts to contact the Guin- 
ness record keepers earlier this week failed. i 

Techniques varied.' Some settled Tor modest 
pecks, others were more dramatic. 

Bryan Cook, 9, who did not participate, rolled 
his eyes when asked what he thought. "‘It's not 
gross, because I don't have to do it Iff did, it 
would be.“ 

At the other end of the age scale. Allen Scott. 
74. and Jan^ Wertz. 68. said the event was great. 
Scott, a retired professor, had one small com- 
plaint. “They started the event late. So we started 
a little bit early."' he said with a wink. The two 
plan to marry in July. 


Danes to sponsor sperm whale: Danish 

conservationists can now sponsor a sperm whale and 
get reports on its travels from mid-Atlantic winter 
waters and its summer home ofT Norway’s Lofoten 
islands, thanks to the World Wildlife Fund. 

“For as little as 25 crowns ($4) a month, members 
can part-sponsor one of the 60 sperm whales we've 
identified and we'll tell them each time it's sighted," 
said WWF Danish branch official Ivan Soerensen. 

“We're also planning to approach companies 
which can sponsor a whole whale for 50,000 crowns 
(5770)," he said. The WWF has already received 
about 500.000 crowns [S7.700J since launching the 
project one month ago. ( Reuter) 


Finnish reds join new alliance: Finland's 

Communist Party, one of the oldest and once one of 
the most powerful in Europe, has formed a new 
organisation with other left-wing groups in an 
attempt to revive its electoral fortunes. 

The Leftist Alliance, formed at a founding con- 
gress at the weekend, has a socialist, Claes Anders- 
son. as chairman. (Reuter) 


Assist 


Boat sinks, 7 dead: A fishing boat on an 
outing to celebra ie the end of the M uslim holy month 
of Ramadan sank off western Sumatra, killing at 
least seven people, the official news agency reported 
Monday. 

The agency. Antara. said one other person still was 
missing after the accident Sunday morning olT the 
town of Naras in Pariaman regency, about 64 
kilometres i40 miles) northwest of the west Sumatra 
provincial capital of Padang. It said 50 people 
survived the sinking. 

The search and rescue centre in Jakarta refused to 
comment on the report before hearing from its 
Padang office. (A P) 


Burma burns narcotics: Authorities said 
they torched 251 kilogrammes (552 pounds) of 
heroin as well as other narcotic drugs in Rangoon 
Monday. 

The drugs included 26 kilogrammes (57 pounds) of 
opium, 826 kilogrammes (1,817 pounds) of 
marijuana, and 5J292 litres (1,323 gallons) of phen- 
sidyl. a cough medicine used by some addicts as a 
heroin substitute. 

Burmese officials claimed the street value or the 
drugs was 5504 million. In February, the government 
publidy burned 209 kilogrammes (459 pounds) of 
narcotics. 

Rangoon- based Western diplomats say the burn- 
ings are intended to convince the world that Burma is 
seriousaboutcombatingihedrugirade, but they are 
skeptical about that commitment. 

Heroin from Burma currently accounts for some 
40 per cent of that sold in the United States. US 
officials have accused the Burmese government of 
colluding with traffickers. (AP) 


May Day with ach^I|Mii 


Mark it as you please spirit in East 




MOSCOW. April 30, (Reuter): Tbe democratic, 
revolution which swept communism from power in 
Eastern Europe last year has taken the steam out of 
May Day. once the showcase for communist - 
worker solidarity. 

Though May" I remains a public holiday, big 
official parades will give way to or share the 

limelight with family-style festivals. __ 

The annual May Day parade in Moscow's Red 
Square, for decades a stage-managed gathering of 
thousands of chosen workers carrying slogans 
pr aisin g the leadership's policies, will be thrown 
open to a wider Soviet public. 

But authorities have also sanctioned a counter- 
parade and expect up to 300.000 people for a 
' protest march through Red Sq uare after t he official 
procession, which has the slogan “down with 


violence." ... 

After years of obediently parading past their 
communist leaders. East Germans will at lost be 
able to mark May Day as they .please. 

About IGO.OOfl people are expected to march 
from East to Wc,. oerfin in a free rally for workers’ 
nghis. the first since the collapse of Stalinist rule in - 
East Gtnrmany late last year. 


- V. .'M' H'!*' . j> . « 

In Hungary, where communists -reform^ the - T : 
political system from the inside. the^'hicTj^yC .1 . 
Day march was in. 1988. . ,V. ; - 


In Czechoslovakia, the new discredited com- 
munists plan a simple public festival near the site of 
. the former communist party college in Prague with . 
beer, games and music to replace the organised 
mass processions of the past 45 years. 

In Bulgaria, both the ruling Socialist Party and 
theopposition Union ofDemocraticForces(UDF) 
plan events in the same square 30 minutes apart. 


The country's official and wlepend^ j^ f ’■ 

unions will both hold events in Budapest parks to ’ ' ' ] ' 

mount information campaigns, with ihe official - : " " 1 ‘ 
unions stagings, two-day picnic] , h ’ il' . 7 -. - ' '-*' 

In Poland. Solidarity, plans solemn masses fh ' : i ;: 
churches which over the Iasi decade were most 
involved in helping the union as an Underground. r "‘ ' 
apposition movement. . . -S 


i 


Yugoslavia will mark its national hoBday with 1 S S 
artillery salvos tonight in the capitals --of tbe <«v‘- r ' | 
republics. Military and workers' ^wades^n^tl-y*-. 


grade were stopped more thaji* decade** 

the death of its leader Josip BrozTito in 1 9801 ' " - 


Iranian 
radicals 
oppose 
dialogue 


suggestions that Tehran consider 
opening direct talks with Washington, 
tbe official Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported today amid expecta- 
tions a US hostage will be freed in 
Lebanon. 

The agency, monitored in Nicosia, 
quoted Tehran's Kayhan dally as say- 
ing in an editorial yesterday that any 
move toward dialogue with the United 
States deviated from the teachings of 
Iran's late leader. Ayatollah 
Khomeini, who died of cancer June 3. 


Tbe editorial was commenting on a 
suggestion Vice-President AtaoQafa 
Mohajerani in an article published in 
Tehran's Ettelaat daily Thursday that 
proposals for direct llS-tramaa talks 
should be considered by tbe Tehran 
government. . 

President Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
leader of Iran's so-called pragmatists, 
is seeking to end Iran's isolation and 
improve Units with the West and the 
media broadside underlined tbe 
opposition be faces from Tehran 
radicals. 

Rafsanjani has been seeking to 
secure tbe release of Western hostages 
held by pro-Iranian Shiite Muslim 
militants in Lebanon. 


MobajeranTs comme n ts followed 
the April 22 release of American 
educator Robert Poflufl, 55, after 39 
months as a captive of a Shiite faction 
in Beirut.' 

That was seen as a victory for Raff 
saajant and a first step, toward break- 


ing the deadlock in US-Iranian rein- { 


Mohtasfaemi, who was elected to 
Parliament in December and has 
sought to mobilise opposition to Raf- 
sanjani. said the vice-president's arti- 
cle was “uTKpoasfWe” and advocated 
“crash-landing tbe system and tbe 
death of the Idamk revolution." 


Tbe former minister, who helped 
organise Shiite militants in Lebanon in 
the early 198fctited u UScriine&..and 
plots to overthrow the Islamic 
republic" to undertioe American hos- 
tility. 


Two years needed to have real democracy: Havel 


PRAGUE. April 30. (AP): Czechoslovak President 
Vaclav Havel said at least two years will be needed 
to create real democracy in this formerly commun- 
ist country os the election campaign kicked nit 
yesterday. 

“These elections are more like a rehearsal ... they 
are free enough but happening in a politically 
immature situation." Havel said in his regular Sun- 
day radio broadcast. 

Czechoslovakia's first free election* after more 
than four decades of communist rule arc scheduled 
for June 8-9. A total of 23 parties and movements 
are competing for scats the new parliament. 
Campaigning officially K «an yesterday. 


“The main thing is to have a good parliament and 
a good government, not how many per cent of the 
vole each party gels," Havel said. 

"The political life will be stabilised in approx- 
imaieb two years ... these arc elections still in a 
scmi-rcv- ilutionary situation." he added. 

Czechoslovakia'* newly elected parliament is to 
ha vc a limited nta nda te oT two y ears to help stabilise 
.the political situation as wide-reaching economic 
reforms arc impiemcnred. 

Havel also confirmed he would run for president 
for another two-year lerm to see through tbe transi- 
tion of his country to full democracy. 

“In case it turns uut to be necessary (for me to 


group founded by Havel which played a key role in 
overthrowing the hardline communist leadership 


overthrowing the hardline communist leadership 
last year, is among the most popular political 
movements, with the support of about 20 per cent 
of the voters. 
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Veteran analyst Charles Snow 
wrote in today’s edition of the respec- 
ted Middle East Economic Survey: 
“Tbe release of Mr PoDuO is unmis- 
takably a conciliatory gesture which 
should be rewarded both for its own 
sake, unless the US actually wishes to 
pby into tbe hands of tbe radicals in 
Tehran, and in order to encourage the 
Iranians to do more of (be same. 


“The problem is, however, (bat Mr 
Bosh has also inherited an iron-dad 
commitment not Co trade for hostages, 
or at least not to appear to do so, and 
mot therefore try somehow to dif- 
ferentiate between a reciprocal ges- 
tnre_ju*d a quid pro quo. 

“So far, Mr Bnsfa has responded 
with tbe standard litany, saying./ i 
don't trade for hostages'," Snow 
wrote. 


Leota Sprague, themotherof Reed, smilesasshe talks to the media aboutthe anrujuncementthathersonwoiildbe heed 

soon: (Reuter wirephoto) :• * : 

Wife ecstatic at ‘We’re : Sm 
news of release very £ ;g:i: 


Reed an adventurer: 
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The Tehran Times, an EngEsh-Iait- 
guage daily associated with Rafsan- 
jani,^ yesterday quoted an unidentified 
Iranian offical as saying another US 
hostage Frank Reed's promised 
release followed “extensive talks" 
between Tehran and the kidnappers. 

Kayhan warned that any dialogue 
with the United States will mean 
“burying'’ the archie vements of 
Khomeini's 1979 Islamic revolution 
that toppled tbe pro-Western Shah 
and a major retreat 

It said Mobajerani’s suggestion 
amounted to urging Tehran to stop 
“fighting against the arrogance," the 
word Iranians use to describe the 
U aited States and its allies, and to bo w 
down to the Americans and the West. 


BOSTON, April 30, (Agencies). 
The wife of American hostage 
Frank Herbert Reed jumped for 
joy yesterday when she learned 
from reporters that a Lebanese 
group had said it would release 
him soon. 


“No no no" shouted an ecs- 
tatic Fifi Reed. 39, jumping up 
and down as she was given the 
news by reporters who had been 
camped on her doorstep for 
hours waiting for Reed and her 
son Terek. 9. to a rrive home from 
dinner. 



WASHINGTON, April M . : 1 

(AP.): President George Bush’s •* zzr.: r ';‘; ,J 
spokesman said today “we're _ *■;?* 
very hopeful" after gelling word .. 

from the Syrian goveoiinent that y , 

another American hostage ■cftjjf *•-!:: 
would be released. . . . - . > 

M.arlin Fitzwater,. the White * — = “’cr.t 

House • spokesman, also . * 3 ^. _ 
reiterated US policy thalno .con- - p- :‘ n y 
cessions of . reciprocal gestures -. 
would be made to the hostage- . : 
holders. • • = . ' 0: T as n-’Tl 


■ - ^.il. :r. 

1 Is;* r.chi 


It would also signal “accepting tbe 
rule of oppooeots of (Khomeini's) 
divine rales and destroy the revolu- 
tion," Kay an declared. 

Tbe radical Jomhnri Islamic daily 
also lashed on! at Mohajerani's 
“deviation," Irna reported. 

The leader of Iran's radicals, for- 
mer interior minister Ali Akbar Moh- 
tashemi, wrote in a Kayhan commen- 
tary that MobajeranTs article was 
M begging for mercy frem tbe great 
satan," the Iranian epithet for the 
United States. 


But the Syrian-born Reed 
added: _‘Tm afraid to believe in 
it. I want to keep a little scepti- 
cism in case it doesn’t happen." 

Photographs purporting to 
come from Reed's captors were 
released yesterday in Beirut with 
a statement saying the 57-year- 
old director of the Lebanese 
International School, abducted 
on Sept 9. 1 986 would be released 
by tomorrow. 

Mrs Reed and Terek moved to 
the United Slates after Reed was 
seized. 

Other relatives in the Boston 
suburb of Malden were 
overjoyed at the report but 
waited anxiously to see whether 
Reed reallv would be freecL 


Before settling in the Lebanese 
capital nine years ago, where he 
converted to Islam to marry the 
Muslim woman he loved, Reed 
had been a teacher and school 
principal in the United States, 
and he earned a reputation there ' 
as an adventurer. 


A previously unknown group 
in Lebanon said yesterday it 
would release hostage Frank 
Reed, 57,. in 48 hours. Today, a 
top Syrian official said the release 
of- an American hostage 
appeared imminent. 

Syria played a key role in the 
April 22 release of -US hostage 
Robert Polhill. 

Fitzwater said the LIS State 
Department’s hostage reception 


sUR.-' 

• - '3i 3r~:.. 




^^isf. 


-him 


team was being-dispatched to j > : i .- 


He founded the Admiral Byrd 
Polar Club in Whitehall, New 
Hampshire, which sponsored 
expeditions to Antarctica. Reed 
had travelled to the North Pole, 
the jungles of Brazil and the Aus- . 
tralian outbade. 


“If it comes, we’ll say, rejoice, 
rejoice.” said Leota Reed 
Sprague, the hostage's 91-year- 
old mother, aft " ieceiving a call 
from the U c tiLate Department 
“It’s been an awful, awful strug- 
gle lor four years." 

“The picture actually looked 
better than what I had pictured in 
my mind." said Reed’s daughter, 
Marilyn Langston. “ithought he 
would be thinner." 


A native of Boston's northern 
suburb of Malden, Reed atten- 
ded Harvard University, the 
University of Maine and North- 
eastern University. His life was 
education, said his daughter . 
Marilyn Langston. 


Wies bad en, W es t Germany . - - ' . ^ r ; 

Released US hostages are taken I 

to Wiesbaden for treatment after . , ^'. c 

their release: . 

Bush was expected to meet : ^ 

privately at. the White House £ ,Ur *?<rV-..\ tfr,: : 
later today with PolhilL who has ■ . * 

b£eri recuperating at Waller •; 

Reed Army Medical Cenlreafter , * st 
being freed from 39 months in ... 
captivity in Lebanon. ' ... 'cm? 'vC 


Syrian Foreign - Minister . ..... 

Farouk ALSharaa said today in j 
Damascus there was.- “a high ' im- 

probability. that an American 
hostage will be released- during ,> 

♦ novt tiniiR 11 rifri’ nOL . . .fodk , tel 


- i 

:cV. 


Reed was a personable, outgo- 
ing man, who made two trips to 
Lebanon before leaving his post 
as school principal in Whitehall 
to become director of elementary 
education at Beirut's Inter- 
national College in 1977.. 


the next hours." He did - not 
specifically name Reed. - ■ ~ .y ^ * ; : h 


rum. I'll do it. " he said. 

In the elections, based on a principle of propor- 
tional representation, only those parties will gam 
seats in parliament which win at least five per cent of 
the national vote. This is considered likely to 
exclude from parliament several of the smaller 
parties competing. 

Opinion polls published over the last week 
indicated the Civic Forum, a loose opposition 


Langston said she has not 
heard anything about her fath- 
er's condition since two French 
hostages released a -year ago told 
hdr Reed had recovered from 
beatings his captors gave him 
after a failed escape attempt. 

“The world is m> world," 
Reed told a New Hampshire 
newspaper 10 years before be was 
kidnapped while heading for a 
round of golf in Beirut. 


After Reed was abducted Sept 
9, 1986, a caller to a Western 
news agency claimed Ihe 
American was a Cl A spy and was ' 
taken hostage by Islamic Jihad-. 
That Shitte fundamentalist 
organisation denied holding him 
and other callers claimed respon- 
sibility in the name of the Muslim . 
fundamentalist Hezbollah and 
the little-known ... Arab 
Revolutionary- . Cells-Omar 
Mukhtar Brigade. 


“No one knows p pease! y what 
mod vales the hostage-takers in- . 
any of their activities; either in 
the taking of hosta^s orJioldmg 
them or releasing theiri." F* 1 ^" > 

'water said. . . 1 ■ I * I 

. “There is considerable - ^ . » 

speculation that Iran '.and Syria , 

and others in that tart of. the 


and others in that part of. the JWe* "i 

world would like to have better ^ ' 


relations 


S tates ." he said., “The president 


Unjted 




has said goodwill begets gtiipd- 
will. .And we are hopeful Thai ;- 


win. .Ana we are nopwm -sj^„ r ^ 

indeedtiat is thecase, thatthey. 

do wflni better relations." , ;, (V *" 

.. . Yesterday, Bush sai^onlytiiat 

it would be“wonderfuf if r-.tr 

were freed. 
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Once were teacher, pupil in an airforce flying school 


ubarak and Assad - pilots rarely on the same course 


CAIRO, Apnl 30, (Reuter): Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and Syria's Hafez 
A1 Assad, who will seal their countries' 
diplomatic reconciliation this week; were 
once teacher and pupil in an air force flying 
school- * 

As political leaders they have rarely flown 
the same course. Bound to allies who are at 
each other’ throats, they will find it difficult to 
do so now. 

Buta slow evolution in the Middle East and 
the outside world has tempered the Egypt- 
- Syria antagonism of the past 13 years, made 
gftcivility possible and built up pressure for co- 


operation between Cairo and Damascus. 

Mubarak and Assad have little in common 
aside from their background as former fighter 
pilots and their reclusive natures. Both shun 
ceremony and lavish privileges for a simple 
family life and long hours behind their 
presidential desks. 

Assad, 59, is ruthless, subtle and shrewd. 

A teenage; street fighter against colonial 
domination and a member of a Muslim se:t, 
the Alawites, who were then Syria's poorest 
minority, he has given his country 20 years of 
stability anchored in his willingness to use 
violence to crush incipient rebellion. 


Mubarak, a former air force chief who will 
be 62 on Friday, stepped up from the vice- 
presidency when Anwer Sadat, the author of 
Egypt’s 1979 peace treaty with Israel, was 
’ assassinated in October 1981. 

In contrast with Assad's humble begin- 
nings. Mubarak is a middle-class Sunni 
Muslim. While Assad is a fervent Arab 
nationalist, both secular and socialist. 

He has used his eight years in office to 
maintain' social equilibrium and allow the 
wright of numbers — Egypt’s 55 million peo- 
ple — slowly to reassert Cairo’s role at the 
centre of the Arab world. 


Assad did not dissent when Egypt returned 
to the Arab League fokl last year, a decade 
after Sadat’s treaty with Israel. 

Mubarak took his place at the League’s 
summit in Morocco a year ago. Diplomatic 
relations between Syria and Egypt, broken by 
Sadat in 1977, reopenned in December. 
Ambassadors presented their credentials in 
both capitals this month. 

According to presidential sources in Cairo. 
Mubarak will fly to Damascus for an official 
visit on Wednesday, hold a day of talks with 
Assad and possibly stay overnight. 

A meeting of minds between Mubarak and 


Assad would outflank three of the bitterest 
divisions in the Middle East — Arab conflict 
with Israel, Syria’s intense rivalry with Iraq, 
and the Gulf war, in which fighting has ended 
but there is no sign of a peace settlement. 

Egypt is still alone in the Arab world in 
having made peace with Israel. 

Iraq is linked with Egypt m the Arab Co- 
operation Council. 

Mubarak was once Assad’s flying instruc- 
tor when the young Syrian officer spent six 
months in Egypt. Those were heady days for 
Arab nationalists with the two countries 
preparing to unify under Egyptian President 


Gamal Abdel Nasser’s leadership. 

But the United Arab Republic was shat- 
tered in 1961 after little more than three years 
by a military coup in Damascus. 

Mubarak and Assad were to cross paths 
again in Moscow where both officers received 
military training. " 

In the 1960s most Arab leaders looked to 
the Soviet Union for support in throwing off 
the vestiges of British and French colonial 
influence and in curbing the mounting 
intrusion of Israel's main Ally, the United 
Stales. 


Shamir swipes at US ^ u ,^ Q k c 


Something ridiculous in ‘Yes to Baker’ 


* prU - 30 ’ i? eute ^ : Lsrac T s caretaker Prime i n a radio interview to mark the 42nd anniversary of Israeli state- 
25 of grow Y ie with Washing- hood, lie 74-ycar-old Shamir defended his refusal tosay “yes to Baker" 

proposal o fa U SsecreUuy oflsta te? * aCCCpt every East peace which brought down his coalition with the dovish Labour Party in 

Aau^ by Washington of ci^img obstacles to peace, die rightist . ......... 

Likud Party leader countered with his biggest swipe yet at Secretary of “1 must say there is something perhaps ridiculous in the very slogan 
Slate James Baker's proposal for firat-ever Israeli-Palestinian peace ‘y« to Baker.' What is this ‘yes to Baker’? " said Shamir, acting premier 


Herzog 
calls for 
electoral 
reforms 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, April 
30, (AP): President Chaim Herzog 
issued a strong call for electoral 
reform in his independence day 
speech and said Israeli politicians 
have shown a “total contempt for the 
principles of democracy’' in their 
artempl to form a government. 

Leaders of a growing electoral 
reform campaign met with Herzog 
today and delivered 501,000 pro- 
reform signatures carted to the 
i president's Jerusalem residence in 
‘mail bags in the back of a track, said 
Herzog Spokesman Giora Pordes. 

Nearby, several thousand demon- 
strators staged a protest rally in front 
of parliament to push for a new 
political system. 

Hundreds of thousands oflsraelis, 
meanwhile, celebrated - their 42nd 1 
independence day with piques and 
barbecues- on JWoditenunt^ jfcKa^i- 
ches.in parks and forests. . ' V ; 

Police reported massive traffic' 
buns along the major highways, and 
Israel radio said recreation sites from 
north to south were filled. . 

The 15-member delegation that 
met with Herzog today included 
Jerusalem mayor Teddy Kollek, two 
rabbis, army reserve officers on a 
hunger strike and university profes- 
sors, Ponies said. 

Herzog praised the group for its 
iff orts and said he bad “no doubt 
Jiat a change in the political system 
which has led to such terrible results 
mist and will be achieved.’’ 

Electoral reform has been deman- 
ded by a growing number of Israelis 
ed up with the wheeling and dealing 
rf politicians trying to form a ruling 
loalition after the collapse of the 
j raviolis government March 15. 

The president also dedicated a 
major part of his traditional indepen- 
dence day speech last night to the 
subject. 

“How can citizens who have the 
lemocratic right to choose their 
epresentatives watch calmly the 
Toll deal phenomena revealing a total 
oniempt for the principles of 
Jemocracy and their distortion,’' 
ierzog said. 

“I want to use this opportunity 
md appeal to the political leaders ... 
lot to ignore the voice oftbe people,” 
Jcrzog said. 

The president did not specify what 
.ystent he favoured, and warned that 
eform “is not a wonder drug that 
vill remove all the troubles from our 
mbUc life.” 

Some leaders of the reform cam- 
paign have called far direct elections 
of the prime minister and regional 
Section of at least half the 120 mem- 
bers of parliament. 

Under Israel's current system, the 
-~ountry is considered one electoral 
district and less than I percent of the 
vote is needed for a party to win a seat 
in parliament. 

As a result, no party has ever won 
enough votes to govern alone. The 
two largest, the rival left-of-centre 
Labour Party and right-wing Likud 
bloc, are forced to enter coalitions 
with smaller factions that win dis- 
proportionate influence as kingmak- 
ers. 

After tbe Likud-Labour coalition 
fell March 15. Israelis watched in 
dismay as (eacfcrs of both camps 
made blatant offers of political jobs 
and money to lure parties and defec- 
tors from the rival camp. 




Israelis hold up placards April 30 in occupied Jerusalem, calling for reform in the 
Israeli electoral system. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Arafat meets Mubarak 


CAIRO, April 30, (AP): Yasser 
Arafat, touring the Middle East to 
drum up support for an Arab League 
summit on the immigration of Soviet 
Jews to Israel, met today with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak. 

Tbe Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation chairman arrived early today 
and met privately with Mubarak for 
about an hour, then with key aides. 
Afterward, Arafat left Mubarak's 
palace through an eritwbere he knew 
reporters were not waiting. 

Neither leader nor his spokesman 
talked with reporters. The subjects of 


‘yes to Baker.' What is this ‘yes to Baker’? " said Shamir, acting premier 
until he forms a new government. 

“We are happy we co-operate with 
the US government m the bold effort 
to reach some sort of agreement with 
the Arab world in the conflict bet- 
ween us and them. 

“But if there is understanding and 
co-operation between us and the 
United States, no one can expect we 
will accept every proposal or idea of 
an American secretary of state come 
what may,” Shamir said. 

Shamir's refusal to accept the US 
plan for talks in Cairo led to the 
collapse of his broad coalition with 
the Labour Party. Labour left tbe 
government and Shamir was 
defeated on a no-confidence motion 
in parliament. 

In Mid-April Labour leader 
Shimon Peres conceded be was un- 
able to Term a new administration 
dedicated to accepting the proposal 
and Shamir, 74, was asked Co form 
another government. 

He vowed to stand by his proposal 
for Palestinian elections in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
But he offered no alternative for 
advancing talks in Cairo. 

Shamir, rejecting theCairo talks as 
banned contact with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, denied his 
hard tine would fuel a 28-month-old 
PLO-backed revolt against occupa- 
tion. He told the radio there was no 
connection. 

Israelis danced in the streets to 
- ' celebrate independence while troo p s . 
imposed curfew to pie empt protests 
-.by the 65&OOO Palestima& i of the. 
Gaza •.Sirip. ; Checkpoints Stopped 
~ ! potential West Bank demonstrators. 1 
bn its latest rebuke, the United 
States voiced dismay at Shamir's 
government for having boosted Jew- 

J , . ish settlement In the occupied 

ed Jerusalem, calling lor reform in the territories since the departure of tbe 

(Reuter wirephoto) more dovish Labour Party led by 

^ ^ ^ n Satimon Peres. 

Washington views as an “obstacle 

S ||,. |_ to peace” the 70,000 Jews in set- 

I1H ■ lilrt r ttwC dements among the 2.75 million 

uwm mm mm, Palestinians of the occupied 

the discussions were not disclosed. territories, part of Biblical Israel, 
But Arafat has been to Jordan, which were capturedin the 1967 Mid- 

North Yemen and Saudi Arabia to die East war. 
boost a request by tbe FLO for an In an Israel television interview 
emergency Arab summit to discuss yesterday, Shamir said settlements' 
the migration of thousands of Jews would continue but only at a pace 
from the Soviet Union to Israel. The Israel could afford. He denied plans 
Arabs see the movement as a threat for a “massive settlement'' of Jews in 

to the Palestinians of tbe Israel- the occupied territories, 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip Meanwhile half a million Israelis 
and to overall prospects for Middle — angry over the open political deal- 

East peace. ing to form a new government — 

Kuwait, United Arab Emirates. signed petitions asking President 
Algeria and other Arab countries 
already have endorsed tbe summit 
idea. 





Chaim Herzog to -set up a commis- 
sion on changing the electoral sys- 


‘ Heading for Attack’: Chad said on Sunday 
2,000 Libyan-based troops were heading for Sudan, 
from where they intended to launch a cross-border 
attack on Chadian Army positions. 

Chad's embassy in Paris said in a statement a 
column of the Libyan Islamic legion left its base at 
Koufrain Libya on Saturday for the Darfurregion of 
northern Sudan bordering Chad. 

“Tbe objective of this column is to attack positions 
of the Chadian Army at Lbe border with Sudan,” the 
statement said. 

Relations between Chad and Libya, which 
improved last year after the two signed an agreement 
over the disputed Aouzon Strip on the border bet- 
ween the two countries, have taken a nosedive. 
(Reuter) 

PM to visit Ir&q: Turkish Prime Minister Yil- 
dirim Akbulut is likely to visit Iraq in May for talks 
on issues including a Kurdish insurgency in Turkey 
and sha ring the waters of the Euphrates, official 
sources said on Monday. 

.Hie prospective trip follows Akbulut's viat to Iran 
in February and is in line with Turkey’s desire to 
maintain neutrality between Baghdad and Tehran 
since their eight-year war was halted by a ceasefire in 
198S. 

The sources said tbe official visit to Nato-member 
Turkey's major oil supplier was likely on May 5-7. 
(Reuter) 

• • • 

Preventing rallies: Turkish police will be out 
in force in Istanbul on Tuesday to prevent any illegal 
May Day rallies following riots last year. 



Dead honoured 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir stands to attention on 
Sunday In Mt Harz) military cemetery as sirens blared 
marking Memorial Day honouring Israers war dead. 
Earlier Shamir in a speech accused foreign govern- 
ments of trying to force him into negotiations with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). (Reuter 
wirephoto) 

“No demonstrations will be allowed hi Istanbul. 
We have taken precautions against all possibilities,” 
Istanbul police spokesman Halis Bogurcu told 
Reuters on Monday. 


todiscuss 
on Israel 
in Syria 

CAIRO, April 30, (Router): 
Egypt and Syria, allies until they 
fell out over Israel in 1977, will 
Iriw and make up on Wednesday 
with a visit by President Hosni 
Mubarak to Damascus. 

Diplomats said Israel would be 
high ou the agenda when 
Mubarak, on tbe first visit to 
Syria by an Egyptian leader since 
Anwar Sadat’s 13 years ago, 
meets President Hafez A1 Assad. 

Anmm nring Mubarak’s ■ vent, 
. Information Minister Safwat 
Sherif told reporters that the 
Egyptian President would visit 
Damascus at Assad’s Invitation 
without elaborating. 

Diplomats said the leaden, who 
restored ties in December, would 
discuss how to bring peace to the 
Middle East. Neither Egypt’s 
1979 peace treaty with the Jewish 
state nor Syria’s hostility have 
resulted in a settlement. 

Syria, which is officially at war 
with Israel and hosts several 
Palestinian groups, has in recent 
months toned down its anti-Israeli 
rhetoric 

It has signalled willingness to 

negotiate over tbe Golan Heights, 

captured by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war when Egypt and 
Syria fought ade by side. 

Heal 

- Egypt has. been trying without 
success to peirsnade Israel to holfl 
first-ever talks with Palestinians 
in Cairo. 

Diplomats said Mubarak 

would also try to heal rifts between 

Assad and PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat and Iraq's Saddam Hus- 
sein, wtio are both dose to Egypt 

Iraq has offered to host an Arab 
snrmnit in May to tfiscuss Arab 
outrage at an influx of Soviet Jews 

to Israel many of whom they fear 
will settle in me Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

Syrian-Egyptian ties were cut 
in 1977 wben Sadat shocked the 
Arab world with a visit to 
Jerusalem that led to the US- 
brokered peace treaty. 

Arafat, on a tonar of Arab states 
to rally support for a summit, met 
Mubarak in Cairo today and laun- 
ched with Foreign Minister Esmat 
AbdeLMagmd before leaving for 
an uadisetosed destination. 

Egypt has so far not commented 
on the summit proposal. 

Arab leaders last met in May 
1989 when Mubarak attended 
Egypt’s first Arab League gather- 
ing since its membership was 
frozen in 1979 m protest at Us 
treaty with Israel. 

Mubarak and Assad met again 
last month in Libya. 

Algerian Foreign Minister Sid 
Ahmed Gbozaii in remarks publi- 
shed today urged Syria to attend 
the next summit even if it is held in 
Iraq, its main Arab rival. 

“I hope all Arabs will par- 
ticipate in the summit, iw4iiitnig 
Syria,” the London-based news- 
paper A1 Hayat quoted him as 
saying. 

Alone among Arab states, 
Syria supported Iran in its eight- 
year war with Iraq starting in 
1980. 

Saudi Arabia’s A1 Riyadh daily 
said Arab states should make sure 
they had resolved their differences 
before a summit 

“A call for an. Arab summit 
does not provide practical solu- 
tions ... the problem is not getting 
Arab leaders together, but bow to 
treat Arab causes,” it said. 


Al Bashir links SPLA rebels with aborted coup, pledges peace 

. - . r i ..IJ >L.< it.. ..... mlnnrl mac gmnittwl 


„ , .. / * pv Sudan's He said doctunem aim rwiiuwiui 

KHARTOUM, Apnl & the plotter* revealedihey planned to assassinate 

military niter yesterday hnked rebeisl ° s ®,^. icadm of political parties he dissolved after 

S udTwilh la/t seizing power ina coup June 30 and 

ged to keep up peace contacts wirn mem. 1 5-man junta for the action. 

Speaking at a nev^nfge^^d ^^^^“acoafitionorteflists 

elemenufwititin the dissolved political parties, 1 

ring to abolish the sharia tews Al |0 d^nare aUjuots members 

find vowed there would never be a secular state ^^^fig^madtUtfontokaderaof . 

‘in Sudan. . . -tviiich the 1983 disabled political parties, he alleged.. 

They were “uugetung to J ^ our hancft on a comprehensive 

ttfeass saa a sssstt’*"" 1 "'" 

Officials of Al Bashir’s government have 


He said document and evidence found with earlier said that the two-stage foiled attempt 
the plotters revealed they planned to assassinate was a conspiracy between rebelliousoficersand 

leaders of political parties he dissolved after politicians who issued an underground ann- 
seizinfc power in a military coup June 30 and junta declaration lace last year. 
blame iff 15-man junta for the action. The dbcument sought the overthrow of the 

The perpetrators wen: “a coalition or leftists junta and drafting of a constitution as steps 

etemrotswitbin the dissolved political parties,” toward returning partisan politics to Sudan 

Al Bashir said. with participation of rebels fighting a civil war 


WCUV.v«.umv^. -r-r 

list containing those who would have been 
executed,** AJBashir added. 

Officials of Al Bashir’s government have 


The dbcument sought the overthrow of the 
junta and drafting ot a constitution as steps 
toward returning partisan politics to Sudan 
with participation of rebels fighting a civil war 
for seven years m the south to demand greater 
autonomy and economic reforms. 

On Tuesday, Al Bashir's government 
executed 2 ft officers, including three retired gen- 
erals and a brigadier by firing squads following 
a secret summary court-martial less than 24 
hours after their coup attempt was crushed.. A 


colonel was acquitted. 

T-vo days later, eight army officers were con- 
\ icied with sentences up to 15 years in prison 
and six others were acquitted. 

Al Bashir told tbe news conference the cons- 
pirators planned to form a “national salvation 
government under Professor Mohammed Ibra- 
him Khalil, the former speaker of the dissolved 
national assembly or pariiamem- 

■ Police in Khartoum today dispersed a 
demonstration by relatives of 28 army officers 
executed lust week for their alleged role in a 
foiled coup, diplomats in the Sudanese capital 
said. 


Peace march 
row in Jordan 

Sword-crossing in Algeria 


AMMAN. April 30, (AP): 
Muslim fundamentalists who 
make up the largest bloc in 
Parliament urged the govern- 
ment yesterday to block a plan- 
ned peace march by an Arab- 
American group, and warned 
that the demonstrators may be 
attacked. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
movement also plans to stage its 
own demonstration on June 1, in 
an apparent attempt to over- 
shadow the four-day peace 
march planned by the Arab- 
American Anti-Discrimination 
Commit Lee, sources said. 

The Arab-American Anti- 
Discrimination Committee, 
based in Washington, D.C., 
announced last week that 50,000 
people would take part in the 70- 
km (43-mile) march from 
Amman to the Jordan River. 

Nidal Sukhtian, president of 
the Jordan chapter of the organ- 
isation, said the demonstrators 
hope to cross the King Hussein- 
Alfenby Bridge into the occupied 
West Bank on June 4. 

It was not dear how Israel 
would react to that, brad nor- 
mally subjects foreigners cross- 
ing the bridge to thorough sear- 
ches. 

Arabs crossing into the West 
Bank need haro-to-obtain per- 
mits. They undergo strip sear- 
ches and exhaustive checks of 
their luggage on the bridge. 

Sukhtian said the marchers 
would call for peace with Israel, a 
Palestinian state and direct 
negotiations between brad and 
the Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation. 

Mohammed A bdui- Rahman 
Khalifa, leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, said his movement 
denounces moves to wave an 


Israeli flag m Jordan. 

He said: “This is nonesense, 
and the government should 
prevent such ridiculous action.” 

“We cannot guarantee that 
this march will not be attacked,” 
he told the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview. 

Another Brotherhood source, 
spestiting on condition of anon- 
ymity, said: “We are not satisfied 
with this march and we will never 
accept that the Star of David or 
an Israeli flag be raised on the 
virtuous Jordanian soil.” 

The Brotherhood rejects the 
idea of an Arab- Israeli peace 
dialogue which the Arab- 
American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee plans to promote. 
The fundamentalists believe that 
lands occupied by Israel in the 
1948 and 1967 wars should be 
regained by force. 

■ The Algerian army will mam- 
tain a ban on the wearing of 
beards and veils by medical staff 
in its military hospital in Algiers 
despite criticism from Islamic 
fundamentalists, the Defence 
Ministry said today. 

“Measures taken by the 
military authorities remain valid, 
because they conform with 
Islam, individual liberty and 
army regulations,” the ministry 
said in a statement published by 
the local media. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), a radical political party, 
called on Saturday for the 
military hospital .authorities to 
be prosecuted because it raid the 
ban on beards and veils was con- 
trary to Islamic values. 

The Defence Ministry said the 
army rejected his interpretation 
and that his remarks were 
subversive. 


Another truck 
carrying steel 
tubes seized 

EDIRNE, April 30. (AP>: Turkish 
customs officials near the Bulgarian 

border have seized another trailer 
truck carrying steel tubes that could 
be part of a giant Iraqi weapon laun- 
cher, Turkish news agencies reported 
today. 

Tbe independent Hurriyet news 
agency reported that a Bulgarian 
truck carrying 47 containers full of 
one-metre (yard) longs ted tubes was 
seized at the Kapitkule border gate 
last night. 

The agency said the truck was 
travelling from West Germany to the 
Iraqi capital of Baghdad. 

Humyet quoted Ediroe province 
governor Unal Erfcan as saying: “We 
don’t know whether these tubes are 
part of an Iraq weapon launcher. We 
are investigating." 

Two other trucks carrying sted 
tubes were seized at the same border 
gate last week. 

A fourth truck carrying a 10-metre 
(yard)-]ong sted tube was seized at 
Istanbul’s Haydaipasa customs sta- 
tion, a customs official said. He said 
the Hungarian truck arrived in Istan- 
bul on April 19 aboard a ship from 
Romania. 

Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut 
was quoted by Anatolia as saying 
that toe shipment of sted tubes might 
be taken up during his official visit to 


Baghdad later this week. 

Turkish newspapers have quoted 
authorities as saying the confiscated 


tubes resembled pipes seized in 
Britain earlier this month. 

Customs officials at a British port 
seized right steel tubes en route to 
Iraq on April 12. British Trade 
Secretary Nicholas Ridley said the 
government was convinced that the 
tubes were pan of a giant gun. 
Weapons experts say such a gun 
might be able to fire nuclear or 
chemical weapons long distances or 
boost rockets in to orbit. 

The Iraqi government claimed 
that the tubes were intended for a 
petrochemical plant. 

Meanwhile two truckloads of 
Iraq-bound ' metal pipes seized by 
Turkish customs at toe weekend have 
no military application, a Turkish > 
Foreign Ministry source said today. 

“I expect the trucks will be released 
soon,” he said. 

But a truck loaded with a steel 
cylinder, impounded by Turkish cus- 
toms officers at the Bulgarian border 
crossing point on April 20, was still 
bring held. 


Lebanon nightmare 

Frontline village in ruins 


QLAIAAT, Lebanon, April 30, (Reuter): Civilians 
returned nervously to the frontline village of 
Qlaiaai yesterday to save what little they could 
from the ruins. 

With a brief ceasefire silencing tbe guns of rival 
Christian forces that have been tearing the village 
to pieces for three months, they found destruction 
extraordinary even in Lebanon's civil war. 

“To say this is bad doesn’t even begin to 
describe this mess,” said Charbel Hachem, helping 
his father and mother-in-law cany a few 
possesions from their shell-blasted apartment in 
the village, 22 km (14 miles) northeast of Beirut. 

“This is the work of tbe devil. You can’t imagine 
this amount of destruction unless you sec it. It is a 
nightmare. Words are too weak to explain this.” 

The Lebanese Forces militia and troops loyal to 
General Michel Aoun have battled for this 
mountain resort village since their war for control 
of Lebanon's Christian enclave began on January 
31. Each side holds roughly half of Qlaiaat. * 

They agreed to a weekend ceasefire to let 
civilians to salvage property and inspect their 
homes. It also gave anyone still trapped by the 
fighting a chance to escape. 

Troops and militiamen watched each other 
across a no-man’s land which was the mam street 
} of a village of 3,000 people. 

Throughout the village several thousand people 
I were at work hastily piling what they could salvage 
! into Lrucks and cars. 

Then, frightened of snipers or a collapse in the 
truce, they drove out as fast as they could along 
shell-pocked mountain roads. 

No one had time to pray at the village church, St 
Simon's. It's wooden doors had been tom down by 
bullets and It's walls holed by shells. _ 

Charbel Hachem found loading his relatives' 
furniture, plants and kitchen appliances onto his 
truck difficult as helpers had to manoeuvre around 
a 240- mm mortar shell which failed to explode in 
the building's entrance. 

A uncompleted seven-storey apartment block 
next door was flattened by shells in February. A 
child's bicycle was still sandwiched between 
concrete blocks but villagers said families living 
there fled before the building came down. 

Streets were covered with rubble, broken glass 
and shrapnel. For block after block buildings lay 
shattered by explosions or- blackened by fire. 

“That’s my house. Look at what they've done,” 
screamed Michel Farah. pointing al a heap of 
broken masonry. “1 need 560,000 to rebuild and I 
don’t have it.” His family were sheltering with 
other refugees in a church near east Beirut 

A shell-holed armoured troop carrier with a red 
LF Christian cross painted on its nose lay 
overturned in the village square, where land mines 
and the stumps of wooden electricity poles cut 


A Christian woman carries what little she could find 
from the ruins of her frontline village Qlaiaat north 
east of Lebanon on Friday under the guns of rival 
Christian forces. More than 3,500 people have been 
killed in battles between Christian warlords for the 
control of the Christian enclave. (Reuter wirephoto) 

down by firing marked the frontline between 
militia and army. 

“My brother is over there,” said one of Aoun’s 
men, staring into the upper part of the village. “He » 
is with the Lebanese Forces.” Asked ifhe would 
shoot him if he raw him, the soldier said no, but 

then noticed a reporter taking down his answer. 

“Yes, yes, I would shoot him for General 
Aoun,” he said. 

He then borrowed a photographer’s camera and 
long tense and looked in vain for the brother he 
last saw in January. 
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Influx of workers linked with crime: Musawi Both Kuwaitis and 




120 nationalities in Kuwait 


DR NIDAL Al Musawi From Kuwait 
University has referred the increase of 
moral crimes and crimes committed by 
juveniles to the increase of Asian workers 
who come to work in Kuwait. She said that 
many dangerous social diseases are com- 
mon among them like homosexuality and 
assaulting of children. She believed that 
families are responsible for protecting 
their children and warned mothers not to 


send their child alone with the driver to 
school. An adult of the family should go, 
she said. 

She pointed out that maids affect chil- 
dren greatly as they live with them day and 
night. She added that most of the Kuwaiti 
and even Arab families in Kuwait depend 
on maids to take care of their children. She 
added that there is a link between develop- 


ment projects and increase of crimes 
because these projects need workers. 
There are workers from 120 countries of 
the world working and living in Kuwait. 
She added that many new crimes appeared 
in Kuwait recently which were not known 
by Kuwait society before the discovery of 
oil. 

Additionally, she said there are some 
organised crimes committed in Kuwait 
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A border security guard...alert at all times 


Smugglers prone to violence: Hmaidi 


Border forces alert 


COMM ANDER of Battalion 70 of the border guards, Ll. Col. Faleh spring camps in the desert and ii 
Al Hmaidi has said that the methods of smugglers have recently varied of them seek the assistance of ca 

but with the tendency to be more violent than before. He said that Asi 

smugglers easily resort to the use of arms lire thus subjecting lives to He said that some of the smu; 
danger. Headdedthattheborderguardsalsoresorttotheuseofarmsin smuggling. They simply erect U 

trying to prevent smugglers and smuggling operations or during a that there is firm co-operation 

chase. fighting smuggling. 

The commander said that the border security force carries out several Lt. Col. Hmaidi said that sm 

other duties besides fighting smugglers. They organise the exit and borders have recently modernist 

return of sheep herds, provide assistance to desert campers and remain they use huge pick ups to ensur 

on duty around the clock. Border patrols are distributed in a pre- also seek the assistance of specie 

planned manner to ensure continuous control and supervision over them. To ensure their success, si 

Kuwaiti borders, Hmaidi stressed. equipment that act as a link l 

All patrols are kept in constant touch with each other through Kuwait. These smugglers usuail; 

modern communication systems and means. with machine guns. The smuggi 

Problems storms, high temperatures or di 

One of the major problems facing the border security force is the non- that die most dangerous phen 

co-operation of campers and their violation of rules, Humaidi said, shooting so easily and never I 

Campers are supposed to keep a distance of al least 3-5 kilometres from themselves in the worst position, 

the border but they always violate this. He added that some campers Lt. Col. Hmaidi said that his r 
take their families and cross the borders of the neighbouring countries except in order to force their veh 

subjecting themselves to many risks including being fired at. The the smugglers who succeed in ent 

commander said that smugglers utilise the opportunity provided by die ordinary borders but througl 


Umm Al Haimaii, Shabiyat 
reconstruction to go ahead 


spring camps in the desert and increase their smuggling activity. Some 
of them seek the assistance of campers. 

Assistance 

He said that some of the smugglers operate as campers to facilitate 
smuggling. They simply erect tents like innocent campers. He added 
that there is firm co-operation with the neighbouring countries in 
fighting smuggling. 

Lt. Col. Hmaidi said that smugglers operating across the Kuwaiti 
borders have recently modernised the equipment they use. At present, 
they use huge pick ups to ensure superiority over securitymen. They 
also seek the assistance of specialised people monitoring the roads for 
them. To ensure their success, smugglers use modern communication 
equipment that act as a link between them and their fmanceis in 
Kuwait. These smugglers usually go out with 3 or 4 vehicles, all armed 
with machine guns. The smugglers utilise odd times like during dust 
storms, high temperatures or during rest lime for the forces. He said 
that the most dangerous phenomenon is that smugglers resort to 
shooting so easily and never tend to surrender even if they find 
themselves in the worst position. 

Lt. Col. Hmaidi said that his men usually do not shoot at smugglers 
except in order to force their vehicle to stop. He also said that most of 
the smugglers who succeed in entering the country do not pass through 
the ordinary borders but through the farms near the borders. 


THE news about the reconstruc- 
tion of Umm AJ Haiman and Al 
Shabiyat areas has caused wide 
reactions among people in Jahra 
and Ahmadi govern orates. 

To monitor such a reaction, a 
local daily had interviewed a 
number of officials at both 
governorates. 

The secretary-general of 
Ahmadi govemorate Ahmed 
Abudlkarim said that the news 
published in this connection con- 
stituted an accusation against the 
council of Ahmadi govemorate. 
He added that Ahmadi gover- 
norate was considering the 
reconstruction of Umm Al 
Haiman area as a Kuwaiti 
political decision. Hepointedout 
that the Govemorate Council 
never sent any letter to the 
Higher Housing Council reques- 
ti ng the postponement of the said 
reconstruction process. 

A member of Jahra gover- 
norate Council Mutlak Abu 
Zahaeir said that Jahra Gover- 
nqrate suffered a lack of many 
utilities and pointed our that the 
resolutions adopted by the 
Govemorate Council in this con- 
nection were based on the desires 


of citizens. 

He added that the Gover- 
noraie Councils were set up to 
follow closely the point of view of 
various ministries and citizens. 

He added that the council has 
called on the authorities concer- 
ned to rehabilitate several 
utilities including Kazmah Coast 
and Doha Coast in order to 
create a second water front 
project. 

He added that the council has 
suggested the removing of Jahra 
based Shabiyat area and added 
that the National Housing Auth- 
ority (NHA) has responded to 
the suggestion and decided to 
remove this area during the fiscal 
year 1992/1993. The relevant 
land will be distributed to 
citizens in the shape of plots for 
housing purposes. 

He disclosed that there is co- 
ordination among the Gover- 
norate Councils through the for- 
ming of the joint committees for 
the studying of projects that 
might be suggested on a state 
level. 

Meanwhile, the director of dis- 
tribution department at 
National Housing Authority 


(NHA) Subhi Al Mulla has con- 
firmed the authority's plan to 
remove Umm Al Haiman and 
Shabiyat areas as well as the 
reconstruction of these areas. He 
pointed out that the authority 
has prepared a report on this 
issue including the meetings held 
with representatives of the minis- 
tries of Defence and Interior over 
the finding out of the appropriate 
alternatives for the people 
currently staying in these two 
areas. This report will be submit- 
ted to the milliter of state for 
housing affairs soon. 

He confirmed that the remov- 
ing and reconstruction of these 
two areas were mainly connected 
with the state's fourth housing 
plan, and the authority still ins- 
ists on carrying out this aspect of 
such a plan. 

On theother hand, the director 
general of National Housing 
Authority (NHA) Dr Ibrahim 
Majed Al Shaheen has ruled out 
the postponement of Umm Al 
Haiman and Shabiyat recon- 
struction project. He added that 
current houses in the two areas 
are unsuitable for habitation as it 
were old. 


Four-man 
committee 
to distribute 
market stalls 

THE Public Services Committee 
at the Council of Ministers have 
approved the formation of a 
four-man committee comprising 
representatives from Kuwait 
Municipality, the Ministry of - 
Commerce and Industry and 
others from the local vegetables 
and fruits market. This body is 
selected by ballot on the monthly 
basis to supervise the distribu- 
tion and circulation of stalls at 
the free market. 

The Municipal Affairs Com- 
mittee has discussed the respon- 
sibilities to be assigned to the 
proposed four-man committee 
and agreed that it is necessary to 
put an end to all problems occurr- 
ing at the market recently. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwait Mun- 
icipality is currently engaged in a 
study aimed at laying down con- 
straints for securing protection 
to pavements tiles against 
damage or scraping caused by 
falling construction material, in 
line with the renovation licences 
issued by the Planning Depart- 
ment. 


while the old Kuwaiti society did not know 
such crimes. Crimes in the past were com- 
mitted by individuals. 

Musawi pointed out that most crimes • 
committed by juveniles are as a result of ; 
disputes within their families and their bad ! 
friends. Fathers who have more than one 
wife have no time to take care of their 
children, she said. 

No border 
exit and 
entry fees j 
yet: Sebei 

KUWAIT. April 30. (Kuna): 
The authorities have no plans | 
now to impose departure and 
entry fees at the country's land or | 
sea border points^ senior Interior ; 
Ministry official said in a press 
interview today. 

Col. Mohammed Ibrahim Al 
Sebei, director of the border 
points department, also expected 
the forms routinely filled by 
travellers to and from Kuwait to 
be scrapped some time next year. 

The official added in an 
interview published in a local 
daily that the authorities will 
continue to strictly enforce a law 
under which the residence permit 
of an expatriate would be can- 
celled if he, or she, stayed out of 
the country for over six months 
continuously. 

Certain exceptions involving 
prior permission of the auth- 
orities are still common, 
however, he said. , 

Responding to a question, he 
said a travel ban imposed several 
years ago on debt defaulters lin- 
ked to the Manakh Stock Market 
crash has been lifted. 

Col. Sebei added that 18,100 
people were banned from leaving 
the country in 1989 while 7,893 
others were denied entry for 
various reasons. 


Local supplier 
fined $815,000 

THE court of Higher Appeal has 
ruled against a local supplier to 
pay the sum of S8 1 5,000 value of 
a contract signed between him 
and another government agency 
for the supply of 1,000 tons of 
resin. 

~. The court heard that the sup- 
plier requested the government _ 
agency to open a letter of credit in 
the name of two German com- 
panies at a local bank. The 
government agency however dis- 
covered that one of the local 
companies had earlier been 
exposed to an act of fraud on 
dealing with the same supplier, 
inspection 

The government agency then 
immediately took advance legal 1 
arrangements to sue the supplier 
and when the cargo arrived at 
Shuwaikh port, it was throughly 
inspected by a team of experts 
from the client and the Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research 
and discovered that the material 
was merely earth. 


“Kuwaitis don’t like expats’’ 


la a field study carried out recen- 
tly 92 per cent Kuwaitis strongly 
agree that the presence of 
expatriates in Kuwait has adver- 
sely affected the customs, tradi- 
tions and value of their country. 
.And, 77.5 per cent Kuwaitis also 
strongly agree that the presence 
of expatriates in Kuwait has an 
adverse effect as a whole and they 
cer tainl y have adversely affected 
the standard of living. These fin- 
dings were published in a doc- 
torate thesis prepared by Dr 
Abdullah Al Fouzan Ai 
Najadeh, director of the Statis- 
tics and Research Department at 
Kuwait Municipality. 

Temporary 

He carried out his field study 
on 690 persons living in Kuwait 
who consisted of 260 Kuwaitis 
and 430 expatriates. The main 
theme of this study was “Social 
Change and Alienation in 


Kuwait." The researcher won a 
doctorate degree from a United 
Kingdom university. 

The study also found that 
among those expatriates, 69 per 
cent said that they fee! unstable 
and insecure and their presence 
in Kuwait was a temporary one. 
60.2 per cent of them believe that 
“Kuwaitis don't like 
expatriates", and that 71 percent 
of them knew either little or noth- 
ing about Kuwait before coming 
here. 

The study also found that 51 
per cent of the expatriates ques- 
tioned said that they are in 
Kuwait just to improve their fin- 
ancial conditions and that 66.3 
per cent of them believe that life 
in Kuwait is boring. 

Decline 

Concerning the answers of the 
Kuwaitis on the soda) change in 
their society, 68.6 per cent believe 

there is a firm relation between 


the fast social chance and tk* 
deteriorating 

amonpfflmili^on^iT- •• ... 


; c- j Tv relations 

and friendships have 
detenoraung and going further 
down. The study also found £ 


W per cent 01 me Kuwaitis ques- fl 

uoned believe that mfividualisin- 1 

and materialism have the upper 
hand in their society. 

The researcher 6n his part 
stressed on the imjxMiance of his 
research on alienation. He said 
that alienation and fast social 
change are very important tomes 
particularly for Gulf countries 
and this should attract the atten- 
tion of researchers. .He "added 

that field studies ^ are 'highly 
important in co ming out with 
some rules on such-vital social' 
issues. The research^planf to 
extend the results of hkgtudy V 
other Gulf countries in the 
future. ... -... • r _• .. 


Avoid drugs for Sheep 
obesity: Awadi P rices 


Many side effects 

OBESITY constitutes the problem of the age and its victims are many. 
Most of these seek to be elegant again. Pharmacies in Kuwaitare full of 
drugs, belts and other electrical appliances which may be used for 
weight reduction. But experiments have proved that a strong will is the 
best way to get rid of fat. This will should be represented by following an 
appropriate nutritious diet in addition to a considerable amount of 
exercise, as the perils of using drugs and electrical appliances were far 
too many. These aids may cause several diseases and in themeantimedo 
not realise the targeted elegance. To highlight this issue, a local daily 
interviewed a number of nutrition consultants physicians and pharma- 
cists. The director of the nutrition department and ministry of public 
health Dr Fawziya Al Awadi said that the dependence on medicaments 
and electrical appliances as well as diuretics created many side affects. 
She warned that an excess of diuretics may lead to the lack of potassium 
in the human body and eventually may cause muscle convulsions, heart 
attacks and diabetes. 

She clarified that the best way to reduce weight is to follow a balance a 
diet and combine it with exercise. She added that exercises eventually 
proves effective in getting rid of fat 

Dr All AJ Sageer a specialist in general medicine said that the main 
reason for obesity is an excessive consumption of food, a lackadaisical 
social life and a lack of movement. 

Apart from the above, there are organic grounds for obesity Which' 
might be represented by liver diseases, heart diseases, nervous system 
shortco ming s ductless gland diseases, the official said. He added that 
contraceptives sometimes caused obesity in woman. 

He added however that people who are obese should consult a 
general medical practitioner in order to clarify the reasons for the 
obesity. The patients should be referred to a nutrition specialist only 
after he or she is throughly checked. Incurable cases should be referred 
to the hospital to be put under constant observation and should be 


He added that an unscientific diet may affect the functions of the 
nervous system and may cause disease in the joints. He added that those 
who suffered obesity should make sure of the soundness of their thyroid 
gland, liver, kidney and heart. 

He added that some obese patients strove to reduce the quantity of 
carbohydrates in their diet but this could createashortageofpotassium 
in the body and lead to various diseases besides heart troubles. ' 

One pharmacist, who refused to be identified has called on obese 
patients not to use the electrical belt He pointed out that such belts do 
not benefit the obese. He added that the use of this belt may hurt those 
who use it by causing ruptures. 

He called on the patients not to take any medicine without a proper 
medical prescription. 


again 



Nasser meets accountants anddi 

year. 

Minister ol Social Affairs and Labour Sheikh Nasser Mohammed Al Sabah received at his office recently a Hes 

delegation from the Kuwait Accountants society. all beg 

offeree 

Health statistics for ’89 published £5 


THE public relations director at 
the Public Health Ministry 
Faisal Al Dousari said that last 
year 1 1 1,359 patients visited the 
outpatients clinics of Mubarak 
Al Kabeer Hospital 19,311 
patients were admitted to the 
hospital and 6,418 patients 
underyvent surgery. 

He added that Amiri Hos- 
pital’s outpatients received 
159,436 patients, wards of the 
hospital received 12.51 7 patients 
and 13.396 surgeries were perfor- 
med in 1989. 

He pointed out that out- 
patients of Addan Hospital 
received 170.887 patients. Jahra 
Hospital 115,225 Farwaniya 
Hospital 143,899: and Sabah 
Hospital 405.397 patients. The 
wards of Addan Hospital 
received 27,306 patients; Jahra 
Hospital 29,479: Farwaniya 
Hospital 36,438 and Sabah Hos- 
pital 20,522 patients. Addan 
Hospital performed 17,778 sur- 
geries; Jahra Hospital 6,491 Far- 


waniya Hospital 29,168 and 
Sabah Hospital 23,307, he said. 

Meanwhile, the director of 
nutrition and catering services 
department at the Public Health 
Ministry Fawziya Al Awadi has 
said that the department 
provided 406,478 meals for all 
hospitals during last year in addi- 
tion to meals given to visiting 
delegations. She added that her 
department has a centra! nutri- 
tion outpatient at Sabah Hosp- 
ital and other outpatients at all 
hospitals which receive patients 
who want to diet and obtain 
professional advice. The out- 
patients treat cases of obesity and 
anorezia as well as treating 
patients who have medical 
problems related to blood pres- 
sure, kidney, liver, ulcer, heart 
diseases and anaemia. There are 
also nutrition clinics at health 
centres to treat and advice 
diabetics. The department offers 
meals to patients according to 
their diseases and has a lab to 


examine allergy caused by food, 
she said. 

On the other hand, the director 
of hotel services department at 
the Health Ministry Khaled 
Saud Ali has said that the depart- 
ment was established in 1985 to 
supervise services at the hospitals 
specially washing and cleaning 
services. He added that about 
3500 workers carry out the clean- 
ing works at different hospitals 
and added that all workers are 
Asians and are employed, by 
private companies. The ministry 
can cancel the contract of any 
contractor who does not abide by 
terms of the contract primarily 
among which are the clauses of 
cleanliness among workers. The 
ministry makes the required 
medical examinations of work- 
ing in the hospitals to make sure 
they are free of any contagious 
disease. The ministry is now deal- 
ing with nine local cleanliness 
companies, Ali said. 


THE Livestock Transport and 
Trading Co. (LTTCO) reduced : 
the price of a head of Australian 
sheep from KD 17ti>KDj(k500 ip 
on 23.4.1990. The company^ E- 
decision was taken on the same 
day it learnt about the arrival of a -/ 
ship carrying sheep for a private 
competitive firm. - -••••• •— 

The private company, sources ' 
claim, believe that the LTTCO is . 
undertaking a policy directed to I 
liquidate all .competitors. from 4|| 
the local market in this particular l| 
area of trade and commerce. The “ 
private livestock companies see 
the present action of the LTTCO 
of which the government owns 
the largest per centage of shares 
-as a- strong basis to substantiate 
tbeir claims that competition will 
not be permitted to flourish in , 

• Kuwait in thesak of livestock. r 

Sources further said thal theTO - 
centres and branches of the com- rj 
pany began retailing a kilo of ^ 
meat for 450 fils instead of the - 
officialprice of 750 fils a kilo that 
was affixed by the Ministry of- 
Commerce. 

Attraction 

This action contributed to sue- 
cessfuily attracting the largest*-' 
number of consumers — 
specially as it reduced its prices . 
during the week of Eid ALFItr. 1 . 
Though other private companies V 
failed to reduce theirprices to the 
levels of the LTTCO, one of these 
firms decided to reduce its prices : 
on Saturday to 400 fils a kilo. £ 

This speculation in prices of .? 
fresh Australian meat reminds - 
one of a similar situation when 
the price of a kilo of Australian ■- 
meat dropped to 300 fils and a 
head of sheep was only KD7 last 
year and the year before. 


Begging really 
pays off 

A SENIOR official at a local 
charity establishment has said 
that there are organised begging 
rings in Kuwait opera ting in den- 
sely populated areas. 

The director of Zakat house 
Abdul Qader Al Ojail said that . 
begging is a seasonal; phen- - 
omenon in Kuwait that becomes 
acti vein certain times of theyears . 
and disappears for the rest of the 
year. 

He said that the house received 
all beggars, men and women, and 

offered them financial aid foil- y 
owing a close check of their ” 
social and economic situation. ^ 
He underscored the fact that the * 
house does not succumb to make ■- 

priorities of aid on preferential : * 
personal basis. ^ 

He said that the’ maximum - '*', 
limit of monthly financial aid ••'j) 
given by. the house to beggars > 
reached KD 300. However, he j- j 
commented that beggars- rarely 
come to collect their share of aid 
from the house on the excuse that ^ 
they can collect a month’s pay in $. 
one day Of begging. Vs 
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r.- Miss World Airlines Suneeta Sodni crowns Villeite Fernandas Festival Queen while Margaret Burby and 

/ .. BeenaSharmalookon. 


A radiant Villette on the victory stand with Suneeta and Margaret 



Villette making her speech with runners-up Sujata Krishnan (right) and Sharon Hussein (left) while Suneeta 

looks on. 
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A contestant twirls around in her ethereal saree. 



Short and vivacious: one of Gayatri’s many models. . 


Skirt and culotte combo swinging around to disco music. 


Traditional elegance in a heavily brocaded shalwar khamees. 


Indian Festival Queen crowned in classy affair at IAC 


Villette Fernandes wins 


v>.», iSJS ,Hiv. ' ’■* By Nfmtala Janssen .. . .- 

: ArabTImes staff-. • ■■ 

, Arts Circle in Fi inahees Sunday night lo participate in the Festival 
Queen Contest and a scintillating ‘Voyage’ into the world of fashion. 

Thelndia Festival which is well into its seventh day today is now well 
and truly fine tuned. Sunday's programme was splendidly choreogra- 
. phed from start to finish. The sound system worked, the announcers 
werecrisp and unlike the opening night when 90 percentoftheaudience 
stood outside the auditorium over 500 people stayed glued to their 
seats. 

Ranjana Gauhar’s Odissi performance was divine but what made her 
| five dances so enjoyable was that each was comprehensively explained 

before she actually performed. 


Sections of people in the audience who are normally bored with 
;; J?dian classical dance soldyj because theyjto notundersiand .the ragas- 
' or me'subtle expressions of the’daheer perked up to enjoy Rani ana V 
performance. Tbe fact that Ranjana changed her costume midway 
added, to the colour. 

Spirit 

MsGayatri's ‘Voyage’ an upbeat fashion show wowed the audience. 
All theraodelsin the show were obviously young and inexperienced but 
they exhibited pizzaz and a lot of spirit. Well-timed music and the kind 
of clothes that appeal to the young whether conservative or modern, 
added to the dazzle. 

Gayatri and her fashion troupe of 28 should be congratulated for 
providing a fresh approach to being Indian. Young, spirited and ready 
to face challenges in a world that is fast getting smaller. 


The highlight of the evening was the crowning of theFestiva] Queen. 
,28youn g bea uties partici pated in the beauty contest and 1 3 were lopped 
offm a pre-elimination round before the actual contest. 

15 beauties went on stage in costumes ranging from the archetypal 
saree to long flowing skirts and calf-length culottes. 

Judges Evelyn JashanmaJ, Kiki Siddiqui, Tamara Hill and Peter 
Janssen had a tough lime choosing tbe finalists. Five were supposed to 
be chosen but a couple of ties ended Round 1 with seven finalists. 

Points 

Contestants were judged in Round I for dress, hairstyle, make-up, 
posture and poise and were awarded a maximum of 500 points foreach. 

• Round II was tougher still forjudges as contestants were awarded 
points for self-confidence, ge nc rai knowledge and presence of mind. 

Vijay Shanna was at his best emceeing the beauty contest but he 


probably was thoroughly coached by his better half Beena Sharma who 
organised tbe affair. 

Tall, lithe and confident number 24 Villette Fernandes walked away 
with the crown and prizes donated by JashanmaJ and Partners and 
Bhasin and Co. Sujata Krishnan and Sharon Hussein were first and 
second runners-up. 

Villette was crowned and ribboned by Miss World Airlines Suneeta 
Sodhi and AI chief hostess Margaret Burby. 

The India Festival will continue with further dance programmes by 
India’s creme de la creme the Dhananjayans who will perform at the 
IAC auditorium on May 2 and 3 at 7.30 pm. 

The climax of the festival will take place on Friday May 4 when over 
30,000 Indians are expected to gather at the Kazma Stadium for a 
spectacular display of floats from all the Indian stales. 


Border health division to prevent disease 


THE director of the Public 
Health Department and head of 
the Ports and Borders Health 
Division at the Public Health 
Ministry Dr Rashed A 1 Oweish 
has said that the primary func- 
tion of the department is to 
prevent the transmission of 
infections from infested areas 
into the country. 

He said that the department 
would exercise control of all 


forms of transportation, planes 
vessels and cars, and also daily 
passengers. 

Penalties 

He said the division also 
examines expat manpower for 
infectious disease, such as the 
cholera, plague and yellow fever. 
The department has centres at all 
border checkpoints, such as 


Salmy, Abdali, Nuwaiseeb, and 
ports in Shuwaikh, Doha, 
Ahmadi and others. The Inter- 
national Airport has three clin- 
ics, containing doctors, nurses, 
and anti-rodent squads. This 
team awaits the arrival of ships, 
cars or planes in the country's 
territorial waters and undertakes 
a comprehensive study on their 
previous ports of call to deter- 
mine they are not a “health risk” 


prior granting permission of 
entry. 

Even when ships anchor,' 
special squads will inspect it for 
rodents or people with commun- 
icable diseases. He pointed out 
that failing to give truthful ans- 
wers to the health inspector's 
queries entails the enforcement 
of penalties on ihe captain. 

A total of 2, 1 62 ships and 43 1 
launches berthed in 1987, 2,219 


and 403 launches in 1988 and 
2,641 ships and 1,38 7 launches in 
1989 entered the country. 

The division keeps a black-list 
of all ships which had within five 
years entered the country and 
contained rodents. These will be 
denied access into the country’s 
territorial waters until after the 
health inspectors go aboard to 
check that they contain no 
rodents. 


Importers accused of 
bribing co-op workers 

THE chairman of the Union of Co-operative Societies Saad Al Sawarej 
accused local importers of being responsible for prominently display- 
ing prod ucts of some companies on shelves of co-operative societies by 
using influence (wasta) and bribing the workers at the co-operatives. 

If importers stop paying bribes to workers there will not be any 
problem to suffer from, be said. He added that the union of foodstuffs 
importers and manufacturers submitted several complaints about such 
illegal actions. We have asked the union to name workers or employees 
who receive such bribes to take legal action against them but, the union 
Claimed that there is no material evidence against any worker, he said. 

. • Sawarej pointed out that the co-operative movement has negative 
and positive aspects and added that shelves of supermarkets and 
branches of co-operatives are. considered very important places for 
importer* to market their products. However, he said importers have 
no need to pay money for advertisements to publicise tbar goods 
because co-operatives are visited by a large number of consumers. This 
increases competition among importers to occupy prime arras in 
shelves at co-operatives, the official said and added this is a prime factor 
. leading to the use of unethical methods to sell goods. 

On the other hand, the deputy chairman of Union of Co-operative 
Sooefira Talaq -Al Haim said that union succeeded in unifying prices of 
7 Ann ; tem c sold at co-operative societies. The muon put 
™l^do“«’ndcS^ J 97910 control prices of commodity at 
c^ratfv^ Hc added lhat union set up a committee to develop these 

auttori tfeas 
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Back to work 

Deserted roads came alive yesterday morning as people went Pack to work after a four day break. Traffic 
chaos and jams were reported in several parts of Kuwait, Arab Times photographer Mohammad Bedaq 
captures (above) the traffic chaos in Hawalli suburb. 


Illiteracy in Kuwait stands at 12.3pc 


By Qasem Nael 

THE director of the department of anti-illiteracy 
and education for adults Abdul Aziz Al Najdi has 
said that the general percentage of illiteracy in 
Kuwait was 12.3 per cent as of October last year. 


of illiterates among citizens between 1 5 and ‘59 years 
of age are 37,051 , equalling9 per cent, whereas those 
who can read and write but do not hold anti- 
illiteracy certificates are 13,379, account for 3.3 per 
cent. 


He said Lhat the total number of graduates from 
the anti-illiteracy classes during 81/82-88/89 
totalled 17,148. Graduates from the intermediate 
and secondary stages are 24,208 and those graduat- 
ing from the anti-illiteracy centres during the 
present year are 1 ,264. 

The number of students registered in the anti- 
illiteracy evening classes in October last year is 862 
males and 3,098 females of whom 370 are registered 
in the Sabahiya centre for women, while the number 
of students in the morning classes is 1 5 1 . 


Health 

network 

allocated 

KD22m 


THE Ministry of Public 
Health has allocated a budget 
of K D22 million for non-con- 
struction projects during the 
next Five Year Plan. A major 
part of the budget will be 
specialised for establishment 
of a data network covering all 
hospitalsand health centresin 
Kuwait. The budget of non- 
construction programmes 
and projects is specialised to 
finance several programmes 
like health awareness 
programmes, health econ- 
omies and plans to develop 
performance of health care 
centres as well as emergency 
programmes. The budget is 
currently being reviewed by 
the Ministry or Planning. 


773,030 tons of 
cereal harvested 

Automation helps 


THE Director of the Plants 
Resources Department at the 
Public Authority for Agriculture 
Affairs and Fish Resources 
Jasem Habib Al Bader has said 
that the total area of land used 
for growing barley this year is 
5,959 donums, of which 2,052 
donums are located in Wafra and 
3.907 in Abdaly. 

He told a local daily that the 
total cereal yield harvested last 
year 88/89 was 773,030 tons, of 
which 363,000 tons were harves- 
ted in Wafra and 409,000 in 
Abdaly. He added lhat lab 
experiments on locally grown 
barley showed that the quality is 
as good as any species of barley 
grown elsewhere in the world. In 
tact, he said it was better and 
richer in protein, minerals and 
humidity percentage. 

He added that 96 fanners in 


Abdali participated in the 
experimental growth of barley 
and 143 in Wafra and the total 
cultivated area was 2,391 don- 
ums. 

The average per donum in 
Abdali reached 135 kg while the 
yield per donum in Wafra was 
175 kg. This accelerated the 
efforts to growing strategic crops 
and rendered necessary changes 
in the agricultural system. 
Additionally, this contributed to 
further exploitation of arable 
land, particularly unused areas, 
while farmers accumulated more 
experience. 

Farmers derived more 
experience in agricultural 
automation to better exploit 
barley-growing equipment in 
line with the locally pursued 
agricultural system and arable 
land available, Bader said. 


Haj caravans organised to favour pilgrims 


A LOCAL daily has carried out a series of interviews with the haj 
caravan organisers for this season to find out about their preparations 
and services. 

Obeid Faleh Swagh said that the organisers agreed to unify the rates 
on their caravans for this year and the agreementhas been a good step in 
the favour of hajjis. The extra prices are also intended to provide 
improved services for hajjis. 

He said that accommodations have been rented in Medina close to 


ihe Prophet's mosque, following tbe designation of Aziziya area as 
meeting ground for all Kuwaiti haj caravans. The site has been 
described as ideal as it is close to the markets. 

Mohammad Abdul Rahman Al Shaye said that new services are 
introduced for hajjis every haj season. A thorough check of the identity 
of people registering in his haj caravan will be undertaken for security- 
reasons, as the Ministry of Interior has requested us to provide a list of 
the names of all hajjis leaving by land, and insisted that ail buses used on 


the caravans be of recent models above 1 980. 

He said that each hajji will be charged KD437 for an air ticket to the 
holy land including transportation, accommodation and other 
services. The price of the ticket is KD1 12 and the subscription rate is 
KD325. 

He said that KD350 will be chargr d per individual going by land 
supermann, KD260 for ordinary buses and KD260 lor air-u 
excluding the value of the ticket to Medina and Makkah, 


on a 
travel 
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Thought for today 


IN the midst of great joy do not promise to give a man 
anything ; in the midst of great anger do not answer a 
man's letter — Chinese proverb. 


Workers face 


bleak future 


Vietnamese asked to go 


VIENNA, (Reuter): Vietnamese guest workers in Eastern Europe are 
facing a bleak ftiture after the collapse of communism in the region. 

Some 180.000 Vietnamese are employed in several East European 
countries, where they enjoy conditions and opportunities limited by 
Western standards but infinitely belter than at home. 


Communist Vietnam is distinctly unenLhusiastic about the reforms 
in many Eastern European countries but with an economy burdened by 
unemployment and last September's return of some 10,000 soldiers 
from Cambodia, it can ill afford to call its workers home. 

And now countries which have been close allies through decades of 
war, poverty and isolation are withdrawing their material and moral 
support. 


Repatriation 


Czechoslovakia and East Germany have announced the gradual 
repatriation of their Vietnamese workers as they lighten their belts to 
compete with Western market economies. 

Some 37,000 Vietnamese are employed in Czechoslovak industry. 
Milos Bninclik, head of the Labour Ministry's foreign employment 
department, said 5,000 w ill leave this year, 7,000 in 1 99 1 and 1 5,000 in 
1 992. The remainder will be gone by 1 995 . 


Czechoslovakia expects to have 1.4 million unemployed in the 
■eond half of 1990. The nroblem has been exacerbated by a reduction 


second half of 1 990. The problem has been exacerbated by a reduction 
of bureaucracy and the slimming down of the Communist Party 
hierarchy. 


The Vietnamese live in closely-supervised workers' dormitories near 
their factories but faced with imminent repatriation, some have taken 
matters into their own hands. 

Austria has stepped up security on its border with Czechoslovakia to 
stop the Vietnamese entering illegally and has apprehended several 
dozen. 


“We have had one or two from the engineering works in Ceske 
Velenjce trying to come over... to get a look at the West like everyone 
else but we sent them straight backl said Werner Minihold, head of the 
border post in the Austrian town of Grauend. 


Recognise 


The Austrian Interior Ministry says it does not recognise the Viet- 
namese as political refugees because they arrived in Czechoslovakia 
when the Communist Party was still in power and it is sending them 
straight back across the border. 


Some 5,300 Cubans currently working in Czechoslovakia will also be 
leaving by the end of the year. Orthodox Cuba has cancelled an 
agreement on their employment with Prague's new government . 

East Germany drafted in foreign workers partly to fill gaps left by its 
own citizens emigrating to the West. They are employed mai nly in road 
works and light industry. 


But many firms have been keen to shed them as they try to restructure 
ahead of exposure to free market forces under economic union with 
West Germany. 


The East Berlin government says the 58,400 Vietnamese, together 
with 15,100 Mozambicans and smaller contingents of Cubans, Poles 
and Angolans will return home at the end of their contracts. 


Since the opening of the Berlin Wall last November, between 2,000 
and 3,000 Vietnamese have crossed to the West. In March, 1,259 
Vietnamese sought asylum in West Germany compared with 703 the 
month before. 


Agreement 


In Bulgaria, where about 24,000 Vietnamese are employed in fac- 
tories and (he building industry, the government has also pledged to 
reconsider its agreement with Hanoi but says those who are there must 
be allowed to finish their contracts. 


There is increasing concern over the ease with which some escape 
official supervision and devote themselves to profitable black market 
dealing, sharing the identity papers of a Vietnamese who is working 
officially. 


Official figures show that in 1988 and 1989, 300 appeared in Sofia 
courts, about half for illegal trading and the other half for violent 
crimes. Forty-two were deponed from Bulgaria. 


The ruling Socialist Party daily Douma says some of the Vietnamese 
workers form a well-organised mafia dealing in currency and prescrip- 
tion drugs with contacts in neighbouring Balkan states. 

Sofia has a district dubbed “Saigon”, where Bulgarians say anything 
is available for any currency at any hour. 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1517 — “Evil May Day” riots in London as apprentices attack 
foreign residents. 60 rioters later are hanged. 

1552 — England declares war on France and Scotland. 

1648 — Scots begin second dvii war. 

1700 — Saxon troops invade Livonia, marking start of Great 
Northern war. 


1703 — Chushingura incident occurs in Japan when Kiva 
Yoshinaka is slain by supporters of late Lord of Ako. 

1707 — Union between England and Scotland is formed under 

name Great Britain. 

1819 — Freedom of the press is introduced in France. 


1896 — Nasir ud din, Shah of Persia, is murdered. 

1925 — Cyprus is declared a British crown colony. 

1937 — US president Franklin D. Roosevelt signs US 
neutrality act. 

1942 Japanese forces take Mandalay, Burma, in World War 
II while British retreat along Chindwin Valley to India. 


1963 — Netherlands New Guinea, former Dutch territory, is 
■.'■ansferred from United Nations custody and is named West 


*- , 74 — UN General Assembly rejects $4 billion aid 


mrniiiin «j|ij r .a ttti f, i «i « i hivwj hti r^rn l 


| Third World programme that would establish special fund to 
| aid poor countries. 


1977 — May Day rally in Istanbul turns into gun battle between 
leftists and T urkish police. 

1986— Millions of blacks slay away from jobs and schools in 
v'iiai . 1 escribed as largest anti-apartheid protest in South 
.'fries, -listory. 

1987 — Pope John’Paul II beatifies Jewish-bom nun killed at 
Auschwitz Nazi death camp. 


1988 — Police clash with demonstrators throughout Poland as 
thousands heed la hour group Solidarity's call for “national day 
of protest." 

1989 — Vietnamese-installed government in Cambodia chan- 
ges country's name and flag. 


Arms control hits a snag 


Soviet Union hardens stance 


WASHINGTON. (Reuter): Progress towards two 
East- West arms control treaties has stalled, and US 
officials say political weakness may have forced 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to harden bis 


stance. 

Negotiations on both the strategic arms reduction 
treaty (Start! and the conventional forces in Europe 
(CFE) issue made spectacular advances early this 
year with major breakthroughs. 

But progress halted three weeksago during Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnardze's visit to 
Washington. Issues Washington thought had been 
stalled appeared to unravel. 

“The Soviets rowed back on air-launched and 
sea-launched missiles." said one official. “It’s possi- 
ble that the Soviet military had showed their dis- 
pleasure at the way things were going and this forced 
Gorbachev to take a tougher line. 

Pressure 

According to this argument, the loss of Eastern 
Europe plus the prospect of German unification and 
breakaway threats from the Baltic republics put 
pressure on Gorbachev to step back. 

“Gorbachev may not be in a position to make 
further concessions. It may be time for Lhe United 
States to show flexibility,” said Michael Mazaxr of 
Lhe Centre for Strategic and International Studies, a 
private think-tank. 

Adding to the gloom, talks on an “open skies” 
agreement allowing reconnaissance flights over 
each other's territory faltered in Budapest. Officials 
said earlier hopes a pactcould be signed next month 
had proved too optimistic. 

Secretary of State James Baker, testifying before a 
Senate committee last week, said one problem was 
that negotiations had been overtaken by swiff 
political developments in Europe. 

President George Bush and Gorbachev still hope 
to announce an agreement on Start at their US 
summit one month from now, but the detailed treaty 
language will take several more months. 

Bui Baker said: “We do still have some problems 
... we’ve got to thrash out if there's going to be any 
chance (for) an understanding on the major sub- 
stantive issues by the lime President Bush gets 
together with President Gorbachev.” 

Part of the problem is how to define a cruise 
missile. 

Weapon 

For sea-launched missiles, the United States 
wants to include everything with a range of 300 km 
(187 miles) or more. For air-launched missiles, it 
proposes starting at 600 km (375 miles) for both 
types of weapon. j 

“The United States' proposals are designed to 
eliminate the maximum number of Soviet missiles 
while preserving the maximum number of its own. It 
wants to have its cake and eat it,” said Richard 
Fieldhouse, an arras control expert with the Natural 
Resources Defence Council, a Washington think- 
tank. 

The Start treaty was originally billed as aiming to 
halve both superpowers' strategic arsenals. But so 
many loopholes have been written in that the United 


States may actually end up with the right to deploy 
more nuclear weapons. 

Most experts view the CFE talks as a much more 
significant arms control effort than Start. 
Agreement would e limi nate thousands of tanks, 
aircraft and missiles from Europe and make sig- 
nificant troop reductions, especially by the Soviet 
Union. . 

But the 23-nation talks have bogged down in 


technical matters and Soviet negotiator Oleg Gnn- 
evsfcv blamed the West. 

He said the talks had yet to reach definitions for 
tanks, armoured troop-carriers and helicopters, 
regarded by the West as the crucial weapons for a 
do ten rial aggressor. 

But he and his US counterpart agreed the two 
sides could still produce a conventional arms treaty 
on schedule this year. 
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Cold war vestiges still alive 


SEOUL, South Korea, April 30. (AP): Once a 
month the huge sprawling city of Seoul comes to a 
standstill as shrieking sirens and loudspeakers warn 
10 million citizens to seek cover in air-raid shelters. 

For 20 minutes the frenzied economic and 
political capital of South Korea, one of the world's 
largest cities, is hushed. The only movement along 
wide boulevards and narrow alleys are green army 
jeeps on surveillance patrols checking to be certain 
citizens complied. 

Thirty miles (48 kilometres) north, beyond bar- 
bed wire and concrete bunkers, lies the most heavily 
fortified border in the world and one of the last 
frontiers of the cold war — the demilitarized zone 
separating South and North Korea. 

While Eastern Europe celebrates the collapse of 
communism and the easing of East-West tensions, 
the Korean peninsula continues an arms buildup 
with virtually no sings of detente between the 
capitalist south and the communist north. 

“Nothing remotely comparable to events in Eas- 
tern Europe is happening in North Korea,” says US 
Ambassador Donald P. Gregg, “if the hallmark of 
South Korea is progress, the hallmark of the North 
is stagnation.” 

Despite this grim evaluation, the United States, 
primary sponsor and chief ally of South Korea for 
four decades, is planning Lo reduce its 43 .000 forces. 
New economic realities are forcing alterations in the 
two nation's relationship. 

To most South Koreans, the special brotherhood 
with the United States has had a single purpose — to 
deter or defeat a new invasion from the North. 
Many Americans see wider economic issues and 
point lo a $4.7-bilIion trade imbalance and the 
current deploymenioflroops as altruism theircoun- 
trycan ill-afford. 

Restructuring of delicate bilateral alliances poses 
lough questions for those trying to protect 
American interests as well as preserve peace and 
stability. Can South Korea, which has cost 
Americans dearly in blood and treasure, become 
self-reliant as US troops are withdrawn? 

Among factors influencing the United Slates and 
South Korea are these: 

— Communist North Korea has more soldiers, 
more tanks, more artillery pieces, and more planes 
than Lhe South, and many analysts say it will hold a 
military advantage for at least the next five years. 

— North Korea is widely believed to be nearing 
capa bilily to develop a n uclear weapons programme 
and it reportedly has agreements to sell arms in Lhe 
Middle EasL 


— Northeast Asia is unique in that it engages the 
vital interests of four of the world's great powers 
the United States, the Soviet Union, Japan and 
China. Strategically, US policy has been that no 
single nation or coalition of nations should control 
the resources and people of the region. 

— Despite all the hostility and suspicion between 
the two Koreas and ail the energy that has been 
invested in the construction of separate and com- 
petitive societies, Koreans continue to cherish the 
hope — however bleak — of national unification. 

The ideological and civil war that began in 1950 
between North and'South Korea lasted 37 months. 
More than 5 million Americans served in Korea 
with 1 40,000 casualties. 

The country was rubble and 2 million South 
Korean soldiers and civilians had died by the lime 
the armistice was signed in 1953. American forces, 
thelargeslconlingent among 16 nations who fought 
on the side of the South, were seen as heros. 

Now radical students yell “Yankee go home.” 
bum efliggies of Uncle Sam and stomp American 
flags painted on roadways at college campuses. 

For a quick look at Korea, nothing is quite as 
sobering as a visit to the barren no man's land along 
the 2.5-mile-wide (four-kilomelre-wide) 
demilitarized zone, rimmed with barbed wire, bunk- 
ers and guardposts along both sides of the 1 55-mile- 
long (250-kilometre-long) border. 

Soldiers in flak vests and helmets earn loaded 
automatic weapons and focus their sights directly 
into enemy territory. Sentries with binoculars watch 
communist guards from behind sandbagged guard- 
posis. 

Clashes along the border are fewer than they used 
to be, but incidents still occur. 

In February, on the eve of a visit by US Secretary 
of Defence Dick Cheney. 20' shots from a North 
Korean guardpdst hit a South Korean guard post. 
There were no injuries. The South did not return the 
fire. 

In March, US and South Korean forces unear- 
thed what they said was an invasion tunnel dug 
under the border by North Korea. This was the 
fourth such tunnel found and the Korean defence 
minister said there could be as many as 20 more. 

The ultimate question is. can South Korea can 
deler communist aggression? Can it become self- 
reliant? 

Few military systems have been affected by other 
powers as profoundly as that of South Korea. The 
United States helped create the country’s arm«l 
forces, designed its organizational structure and 


selected its first officers. 

South Korea this spring is . embarking on an 
ambitious military improvement programme that 
entails modernizing its forces by purchasing new 
weaponry, developing its aerospace programme, 
changing its defence hierarchy and democratizing 
its military. 

President Roh Tae-Woo, a former general, calls it 
the “Koreanization” of the military and it’s a major 
step toward creating an armed forces seen as more 
Korean and less American. 

The centre piece of the South Korean military is 
the prestigious Korean Military Academy founded 
in 1946 and consciously modelled on the US military 
academy at West Point. 

All of South Korea's presidents have been KMA 
graduates since Park Chung-Hee, who gained 
power in a 1961 military coup with some of his 
classmates. The 1 ] th class in 1 955 produced former 
president Chun Doo-Hwan and his succesor, Roh. 

Although civilian conlrol of the military is taught 
at the academy, the sense of professional elitism, an 
almost puritanical ethical code and a devotion to 
national service has led in the past to a willingness by 
the military id lake over the reins of government if a 
threat to national security was perceived. 

The 650.000 soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines 
in service are better fed, better trained and better 
housed than ever before 


In military Lerms. North Korea seems to have 
more of everything. More soldiers, more tanks, 
more planes, more submarines and more artillery. 

The majority of communist troops are deployed 
offensive] y near lhe border. North Korean missiles 
could reach Seoul in two to three minutes, bombers 
in eight minutes, tanks in two lo three hours. 

Is there any hope of an arms reduction between 
the Koreas? 

On April 4. South Korea formally agreed to a US 
plan locut back 7:000 of the 43,000 American troops 
by 1 993, all non-combatants. They include 2,000 air 


support personnel assigned to three US air bases. 

Inis was called the first stage of US withdrawal. 
Further cuts could come in 1994-95 after a review of 
the military situation on the peninsula. Third-stage 
cuts would come after 1 996. 

North Korea has demanded a withdrawal of all 

US troops. 

Seoul and Washington want North Korea to 
reciprocate. South Korean Defence Minister Lee 
Sang-Hoon has said he expects arms control talks in 
the middle 1990s after concluding a non-aggression 
pact and a peace treaty. 



Entrance exams 


SIR: This refers to a letter titled Contradictions by 
MUJ Shaikh in Arab Times of April 24, 1990. Shaikh's 
letter was in response to a letter published earlier 
(cheating epidemic, dated April, 8, 1990) and it seems 
that Shaikh is trying to reduce the impact of the news 
about cheating and justify the cheating for American 
Universities Entrance Exams. The point which should 
be made is that cheating in exams, if accepted as a 
nonh, shows lack of discipline and character in the 
society and therefore, should be discouraged at any 
cost 


Secondly, the author has missed the fundamental 
point in the admission process in major colleges and 
universities in the US. I had personally gone through 
the process of admission to UC Berkeley and would 
like to say that for foreign students, the exams like 


ferent but nevertheless Ivy League schools require high 
G RE scores from them as well. 


GRE. SAT. etc. are of primary importance in admis- 
sion into Ivy League schools. 


Ubedur RahmaiiArain, 
Kuwait. 


sion into Ivy League schools. 

It is true that they ask for school grades as well but do 
not use them for their final decision. The reason is 
obvious. Schools all over the world follow different 
scoring criteria and it is very difficult for the American 
universities to compare the grades, since they have to 
select few students amongst thousands. With student* 
from American schools the criteria is somewhat dil- 


ALL Letters to the Editor must contain the 
writer's name and address. PuMcatioa is at 
the discretion of the Editor and letters are 
subject to the editing process for space or 
other reasons. 




conflicts in the Himalayan kingdom, 
liberal government into aHiaflce 
Birendra Lo hold a fragile centre.--: : 

- A cabinet of one-time political ptis&BalBs 
had to call out troops to erfforq^5k4^a>«i 
curfews in the capital to curb massTo-v^j^ 
revenge on these who policed: ^^--eojOyed 
semi-feudal privilege. ‘‘ v - 

Angry police, mourning s^ .^CQ& 6 a|ues 
beaten to death by anu"-monal^ist':ih t ^ S; : 
staged their own protest in; Kathmandu^ 
Wednesday shouting‘‘Wewnitakerev^n^?ri' 
Nepal’s rapid population growth has put a : 
mass of literate but tmem ployed- youth^qn to 
the streets, looking for conflict as ashor^emto 
utopia.' ' 

“The government has bren.usmgth^?^^ 
revolution very lightly,’’ said, a Western: 
development aid worker. “The problenfij, tbc‘ 
mass behind the government nraywtlfbe 
revolutionary!” * 

Nepal’s political economy has for doaufes 
been dominated by high-caste Hindu^aJfcnaf- 
ing a dozen other ethnic'grqii^s^ 
have more- to do with B uddhi sm and 
living standards are among thejowespii^e 
world. . 

The king's vacillation before Iiftm^a- 29 . 
year-old ban on political parties tariff .up, ten- 
sions and shattered taboos on critiq$(pg the 
royal family. - / . ••-?*$'•** 

Now Kathmandu has heard crowdscfcsiBtmg 
“The wife is fat, the husband foolish," the ting 
is having difficulty asserting his theqifdfcaliy 
absolute authority on either his own behalf or 
that of the government: . ?■ . 

Queen Aisbwaiva is popularly known as 
Pampha Devi after underground leaflets 
alleged a Nepalese woman of this name held 
S3. 5 billion in Swiss bank a cco un ts ahdasked 
archly: '“Who could this be?” ;’ V;. v'i T’v\ ' 
The king let liberal and coramhaist 




after police on April 6 &hotdead doams of J 
demonstrators, fueUiiigmilitancy. 

He spent most of the seven-week den^ftcy ; 
campaign 200 km (125 miles) awayroth&nin- 
isl town of Pokhara, where official sourdcs said * 
hardliners under the queen- held swayrjn the 
royal camp. ' ; # ,> 

Diplomats believe the king is now trying to 
give the new government enough authority to 
enable evolutionaty change. Elderly 'liberal- 
ministers are battling to convince the crowds 
that he is co-operating out of iove^fbethe 
people. _ . *..•„[ : 

But the ministers have been thrust from 
dissent to office without. the inside knowledge 
they need to command aJwreaucracylong 
controlled, through a secretive . palace 
secretariat. ■> 

The volatile (CapitaHs-comroced- that the.' 
queen is^otmig to Sfeizp ^ntxqt^nd that the 
lung, 'although moreSSbei^l^Tiotwjn^^ 
what is now. a minimum popular; demand, a. 
monarchy with purely symbolic pow^ ' r 1 .' - 
Many youths in the KathmandirV ahe^ have 
become openly republican. • 

“Even if the kmgis a nice, straight, boyscout • 
type of fellow, he comes from s an extended - 
family.” said the aid worker. ' 7 

“The palace can compromise to 9 certain 
extent But if you’re talking about strippingthe 
royal family of. its business assets. Its- aris- 
tocratic privileges, you’re talking aboutrevolu- 
tion.” ' ' '. l 


V -A- i-'' ~' 
sCK’ 


' - 5 ■* 




_l * s' . 


\ " • J.rOh’-’r. 

,Y : 


Hi. 'dan to 


laiii I 


; C; IV. \ ? p\ : , 

■' i'.fi" -»■; ' 


u- if-U— 


•..if;..:*-- ~r,:~ 


Diplomats said they believed the . army, 
arguably the only institution in Nepal which 
remains united behind the king, -Would 
intervene to stop his overthrow.' . 

Many of Nepal's 35,000 troops have been - 
blooded in Lebanon as members of a United 
Nations monitoring force.” A lot of officers are 
afraid this place is going to break up hit? the 
horrors they’ve seen there," said one diplCmat. 

Soldiers have been protected by bartaeks life 
from popular pressure to abandon faith in the;, 
king as a bulwark of national identity, . -;. Y - : 
Officers were angry with palace hardliners • 

but would resist a complete emasqulation of the 

monarchy which would put them under orders 
from an elected defence minister, diplomats 
said. 

. One dismissed popular, rumours that; the; _ 
army might intervene to install the queen, who. . j 
is related to many in the high command, as the j 
wer behind a throne occupied by her son I 


Sakis..,,-* 

•- Fl-.c ; v 
"- 7--, 

V 3 ' 3 

■» .. ' ■%> / / 








• t a;!* 1 . . 


'•Sr:*.- 


.iiV > 1 . -■ u ■•}« rr* : JTT-v^ nil 


brother Prince Gyanendra. . 7 ;1 : - 

“They know the queen is the most tmj^ular 

person in. Nepal,” he said. - i? 

“They’ll try to back the king. There’s a lot of. 
heart-searching going on. A coup is not incon- . 
ceivable.” "L" 


QUOTE ME 


H difficult problems need to be solved- W 

the transition of this washed-up 1 Socialist 

economy to a social market eawbmjvwean? 
treading in many ways on 'unknown turf. 
Basically, this undertaking cannot be compareff tp any 
cither. Such ataskrequinssfrom usaflourroura^euergy. 


imagination and politically creative wQL All budgets-— 
federal, of the states and of the communities — must and . 


are able to make their own contributions.” ^ Rudolf 
Seiters, Kohl’s chief of staff asking W. Germans to hop 
revive the E. Ger man economy. • ' 
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ikr.S'Ki; 

■ 


“The last thing I wan tin the world is to start to dan. I love 

my husband. Men are the last thing tin my minJaiiti I do • 
not want my husband ’8 lawyers to misinterpret ?ny goioB . u Ce r< , 
out socially- with friends or haying male employees- ’’/v" . 

Ivana Trump on why she annulled an agreement that ** 

wouldhavegrvenherthefreedomtodate., = : r . 

■ , *• * * 

I m sure people are surprised I’ve done as mflchso fasti ' 

But it counts more that the team also has playedwelLi L -^7 

think any player would tell you that individofll.iffiWnipn-: 7 g'. Ci 

shmems heipyourego Butifybudon’i win.it fori- 

trATU trMil IrtrtA lUtlllA QdlW'. • '-h. • *1 


shmems heipyourego Buiifybudon’i win.it for , I 
very, very long season.” — David Robmson'ofife 1 2 : v 

Antonio Spurs after winning the NBA's Rookie^f the ,! Cin r _'' 
Year award. - ' X? 1" ft 

.-**..* ‘ > 
“The first name is verv imnnrtan) if unni^ ^ 


shed everything. We started to rebound and 
got our transition game going.” —r Michael 
Jordan after defeatuw the Milwaukee Bucks 
in the first of oest-of-five series in the^NBA 
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Sso'Si 1 PNG oil consortium to seek development licence 


personal 
income up 

WASHINGTON, April . 30, 
(AP): US personal income rose 
' 0.& per cent for the third straight 
mon^h in .March, the govern- 
. meat said today, while consumer 
spending dropped 0.4 per cent, 

' its lowest level m five months. 

The difference means that 
Araericauts' saving rate — sav- 
ings as a per cent of disposable 
income — was up one-half per- 
centage point to 5.8 percent 

Consumer spending is wat- 
ched closely as a barometer of 

economic health since it accounts 

for about two- thirds - of the 
nation's economic activity. 

. The Commerce Department 
said incomes totalled a season- 
ally adjusted annual rate of 54.67 
trillion on top of 0.8 per cent 
jumps in both January and 
February. The increases origin- 
ally were reported to have been 
0.7 per cent in January and 0.9 
per centin February. 

Consumer spending totalled a 
_ seasonally adjusted annual rate 
of 53.66 trillion after a. 0,6 per 
cent gain in February. It was the 
lowest since an 0.3 per cent 
advance last October. 

“The March and February 
increases in personal income 
were boosted by increases in sub- 
sidy payments to farm 
proprietors." the department 
said. "Excluding these 
payments, personal income 
increases $24.6 billion, or 0.5 per 
cent, in March and 28.9 billion, 
or 0.6 per cent, in February.'’ . 

The report said Americans' 
income after taxes rose 0.8 per 
cent in March; the largest , 
increase since a 0.9 per cent gain 
. last December. 

The key component of the 1 
income , category, wages and 
salaries, rose SI 4.1 billion at 
annual rate after a $22 billion 
gain in February. 

On the spending side, the 
k increase in personal consump- 
tion, which includes everything 
except interest payments on 
debt, totalled $1 3.8 billion, down 
from 21 .3 billion in February. 

Purchases of durable goods — 
big-ticket items expected to last 
f more than threcyears — fell $6.8 
billion. 


Jordan to get 
Kuwaiti loan 

AMMAN, April 30, (Reuter): 
Jordan's Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB) is to get KD5. 
million ($17 million) from a. 
Kuwaiti fund to help finance 
private sector projects, the 
official news agency Petra ’said 
today. ’ 

It said the loan, to be given by 
the Kuwaiti Fund for Socio- 
Economic Development, would 
help IDB finance private sector' 
tourism and industrial projects 
that are part of its 1990-1993 
investment plan estimated to 
cost $95 million. 

Thu loan, guaranteed By the 
Jordanian government, is spread ' 
over 17 years including a five 
year grace period and would be 
repaid in 24 six-month instal- 
ments. The first is due on July 1, 
1995 and the last on January 1, 
2007. 

The loan will have a 3.5 per , 
emit annual interest rate and a<X5 
percen t arm ualmanagemeut fee. 

Wanning Minister Awni A1 
Masri signed the loan agreement 
and loan guarantee accord with 
the fund's head Badr Mashari 
-HmridL 

The Kuwaiti fund has over the 
past decade given Jordan 24 easy 
term loans worth KP 124.6 
million ($424 million) that were 
spent on irrigation, agriculture, 
industry, mining, tourism and 
roads. 


Trade deficit 
widens 

ALGIERS. April 30, (Reuter): 
Algeria’s trade deficit rose to 
2,013 million dinars ($257 
million) in the fourth quarter of 
1989, the official daily El 
Mondjahid quoted today the 
National Statistics Office as say- 


Tl said this compared with a 
1»2Q0 million dinar (5153 
million) deficit in the third quar- 
ter of 1989 and an 887 muliqn 
dinar ($113 million) surplus m 
the last quarter of 1988- 


SYDNEY, April 30, (Reuter): The con- 
sortium behind Papua New Guinea's 
OTStoil project, the $8 1 1 million Iagifu- 
Hedima Development, will apply to the 
government for a development licence 
tomorrow. ■ 

Papua New Guinea, suffering 
severely from revenue losses since the 
giant Bougainville copper min i* was 
[oroed to dose in May, 1989, by rebel 
landowners, is unlikely to refuse the 
application, political and oil-industry 
analysts say. 

Once approval is granted the consor- 
tium expects to begin -work that will 
enable it to produce 100,000 barrels or 
oil a day in 1992. 


The consortium, headed by Chevron 
Niugini. a subsidiary of America’s 
Chevron Corporation, says it has lear- 
ned from the lessons of Bougainville 
and tries hard to iron out any potential 
sources of conflict with local landow- 
ners well in advance. 

Unlike Bougainville, lagifu-Hedmia 
in the southern highlands province of 
Papua New Guinea has no history of 
secessionist feeling and a iso has a 
relatively sparse population. 

“Bougainville is a different world,’’ 
said Bob Williams, general manage of 
consortium member oil search. 

“Bougainville is in relatively densely 
populated country where the open pit 


mine has greatly disturbed local land- 
owners, disrupting agriculture and 
fishing. That land has been destroyed 
Forever,” Williams told Reuters. 

Land needed for the oil project, 
which includes a 270 km (170 mile) 
underground pipeline to the coast, is 
800 hectares (2,000 acres). The 
Bougainville mine rite is 13,000 hec- 
tares (32,000 acres), be said. 

Offices have been set up to answer 
landowners' questions and the road to 
the project has been re-routed at their 
suggestion to better meet local needs. 

I’m not saying we’re not going to 
have any problems,” Williams said. 
"Probably eventually we will have 


labour and land problems but 1 hope 
the work we’ve done so far means well 
be able to solve them.” 

Brad Le Du, Chevron's Niugjni's 
manager of land and government rela- 
tions, said discussions were still going 
on with landowners about compensa- 
tion for land damage from the pipeline. 
They would get no revenue directly 
from the project, he said, but hoped to 
gain from increased government spen- 
ding on services. 

The Papua New Guinea government 
is entitled to up to 22.5 per cent of the 
project with no ccniril ..lions to con- 
struction costs. 

It will also receive a 1 215 per cent 


royalty on the value of oil produced ami 
50 per cent income tax from other con- 
sortium members. ' 

It expects total revenue from the 
project of $100 million a year, govern- 
ment sources say. which would help 
make upforan estimated annual loss of 
$155 million in foreign exchange earn- 
ings from the closure of Bougainville. 

For the other partners, the 150 
million barrels of reserves in the Iagifti- 
Hedinia field are enough inducementto 
establish the project. But the real 
attraction is the hope of future dis- 
coveries in Papua New Guinea, where 
oil exploration has multiplied five-fold 
in the past two years. 


“The project itself, assuming the oil 
price doesn't fall through the floor, will 
be sufficient to justify the money 
spent," said Williams. “But the real 
cream would come from subsequent 
developments.” 

The pipeline for the project will be 
built to cope with a maximum flow rate 
of 350,000 barrels a day, more than 
three times the capacity of current field 
reserves. 

“1 suspect that (the extra capacity) 
will be used eventually, if not by us then 
by somebody else,” said Chevron 
project general manager John Lyle. 
“There's a lot of drilling going on in 
PNG." 


Oil exporters try to persuade UAE to cut output 


Share markets drift lower 


Opec to prop 
up oil prices 


LONDON, April 30, (Agencies): 
Opec ministers gather in emer- 
' geney session on Wednesday to 
try to prop up oil prices, which 
have fallen sharply in recent 
weeks because Gulf members of 
.the organisation are overstep- 
ping their quotas. 

Analysts believe the ministers 
are aiming at their meeting in 
Geneva for a voluntary cut of 1 
million barrels a day in output 
during May and June. 

“1 think the market needs to 
see something at least like that to 
sustain prices,” said Lucy 
Mullins, an oil analyst with the 
Loudon investment firm Bar- 
days de Zoete Wedd Ltd. 

Such a cut likely would only 
steady prices because the market 
already has strengthened some- 
what on hopes the meeting will 
produce results, analysis said. 
Whether such cuts will actually 
materially' remains to be seen, 
i±~' A : ! ; 

actual fottow-through in 
spot market may be quite 
limited,” said Stephen Turner, 
an oil analyst with the London 
investment firm Smith New 
Court Pic.. 

North Sea Brent Wend, the 



Sheikh Ali 

most widely traded international 
crude oil, fetched a spot mice of 
$16.45 a band in London this 
afternoon, up 5 cents from 
Friday. 

Analysts estimate Opec 
currently is producing about23.5 
million barrels a day, exceeding 
the ceiling of 22.1 million bands 
a day the organisation setfor the 
first half of 1990. 

The meeting was called by 
Sadek Boussena, Algeria’s oil 
minister and president of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, on April 19 
because of concern about the 


unusually sharp price slide. The 
meeting is expected to last one or 
two days. 

The gathering officially is of 
the eight-member monitoring 
committee, which only reviews 
markets and makes recommen- 
dations. But all 13 ministers are 
expected to attend, which means 
a full emergency conference can 
be called immediately. 

Even so, tbe ministers aren't 
expected to grapple with their 
official quotas and minimum 
reference price of $18 a band 
until they hold their full, regular 
midyear conference on June 25. 

Boussena is directing intensive 
contacts among Opec members 
to reach consensus on voluntary 
cuts before Wednesday, the Mid- 
dle East Economic Survey, a 
Nicosia-based ofl industry new- 
sletter, reported today. 

A contentious gathering could 
have a negative impact oh . oil 
markets,.. 

The newsletter said the United 
Arab Emirates, one of the main 
overproduoers, “is regarded as 
tbe toughest nut to crack, given 
the U AITs track record and the 
easy marketability of its high 
quality crude.” 


Kuwait's Ofl Minister, Sheikh 
Ali Khalifah, apparently has 
indicated that Kuwait will trim 
production if other producers do 
so, too, the newsletter said. 

“Saudi Arabia would proba- 
bly have a similar position, of 
readiness to contribute to an 
agreed temporary cutback, but 
not to go below its current 
quota.” it said. 

Analysts say tbe overproduc- 
tion has created a ijlui just when 
demand weakens m the April- 
June period. 

This has prompted the 
unusually sharp price slide, and 
created fears that prices will 
collapse as in 1986, when they fell 
as low as $10 a barrel in a glutted 
market 

The average price of a basket 
of seven crudes monitored by 
Opec sank to $15.37 per 42- 
gallon barrel last week, well 
below the organisation’s $18 
jnpuhnum referenoeprice — .... 

The basket price was $17.12 a 
barrel in the first week of April. 

Souk Opec s t ates, alarmed at a 


k, given slump in oil prices, are urging the 

and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to 


Sympathy protests spread nation-wide 


Survival of economy at stake 


ULSAN, South Korea, April 30, (AP): Militant 
shipyard workers, hurling rocks and firebombs. 
Fought scattered street battles with riot police for the 
third straight day today as sympathy protests spread 
nation-wide. 

Workers wearing red headbands bearing the 
word “fight” set up roadblocks and burned tyres, 
sending clouds of thick smoke into the overcast sky 
as they confronted combat-clad riot police through- 
out Ulsan, an industrial city 320 kilometres (200 
miles) southeast of SeouL 

Police used tear gas. to fight off about 2,000 
workers charging in groups of 50-200 with rocks and 
firebombs. 

Two police helicopters hovered overhead, 
apparently to monitor protesters’ movements and 
direct police operations on the ground. All vehicles 
approaching the shipyard were stopped at a police 
checkpoint and searched. 

Meanwhile, more workers and students joined . 
sympathy protests against a massive police raid on ' 
the strike-bound Hyundai Heavy Industries Co. 
shipyard three days ago. 

About 27,000 workers of the Hyundai Motor Co. 
in Ulsan, the nation's largest automaker, began a 
■ two-day sympathy strike today. Workers at several 
other Hyundai subsidiaries in this city also 
threatened to strike. 

Tbe shipyard and the auto plant are the main arms 
of the giant Hyundai Group, one of the largest 
conglomerates in South Korea, with $4.8 billion in 
1989 sales. The shipyard is the world’s largest, 

. capable of building 14 ships simultaneously. 

In the southern aty ofTaegu, President Roh Tae- 
Woo’s home city, about 50 radical students shouting 
“down with Roh Tae-Woo" attacked the city’s 
police headquarters with firebombs, news reports 
said. 


Riot police, firing tear gas, overpowered five 
students who briefly occupied toe roof of toe three- 
storey Taegu police headquarters and a radio trans- 
mission tower inside the compound, tbe reports 
said. , 

No one was injured but several cars parked in the 
compound were destroyed, they added. 

Police in other industrial areas remained on full 
alert as many dissident labour unions called for a 
nation-wide general strike on Tuesday, the May 
Day labour holiday, in support of toe Hyundai 
shipyard workers. 

The National Council of Student Represen- 
tatives, a major radical student group, announced 
today it would step up anti- government protests in 
toe coining weeks. Leaders said they have organised 
“blitzkrieg" squads to attack government offices. 

The group led violent anti-government protests in 
Seoul and other parts of toe country over the week- 
end. On Sunday, about 1,000 -students, hurting 
hundreds of firebombs, fought street battles with 
riot troops in a busy commercial district in SeouL 

In Ulsan, Hyundai auto workers, armed with 
dubs and metai pipes, guarded the main gate of toeir 
planL Groups of 100-200 riot police in combat gear 
were stationed at intervals of about 300 metres 
(yards) along toe six-lane road in front of the car 
plant. 

At toe shipyard, a few kilometres (miles) from the 
auto company, about 50 militant workers still held 
out on top of an 83-metre (240-foot) crane. They had 
climbed the crane when 1 2,000 riot police stormed in 
to quell a three-day strike at the seaside shipyard at 
dawn Saturday. 

The government is taking a firm stand against the 
current wave oflabour unrest, saying the survival of 
toe national economy is at slake. 


agree to cut its output at a meet- 
ing, an oil newsletter said. 


Oil income 

exceeds 

estimate 

NICOSIA, April 30, (Reuter): 
SandS Arabia, the world’s biggest 
oil exporter, said its ofl income in 
the first quarter of 1990 was five 
per cent higher than It bad 
forecast. 

“In the first three months of 
1990 economic development con- 
turned to rise in various sectors 
mdodiag a rise of about five per 
cent in ofl income over the budget 
estimate,” tbe Sandi Press 
Agency on Sunday quoted Fin- 
ance and National Economy Min- 
ister Sheikh Mohammed Ali 
Abal-KhaB assaying. 

He gave no figure for oil 
income, the kingdom's main 
source of revenue. Riyadh pumped 
5.71 million barrels per day 
(BPD) in March according to a 
Renter survey. Its Opec sales 
quota is 538 BPD. 

Saudi Arabia pubUshedits bud- 
get for the whok of 1990, ptenamg 
a deficit of 25 bffikm rijab (S6.7 
btlfion), at the end of last year. 
Total budget spending was 
forecast at 143 bflfion riyals ($38 

billion). 

The Organisation ofPetrolemn 
Exporting Comtries (Opec) wfll 
meet in Geneva on May 2 to dis- 
cuss oil output- World prices have 
tumbled in recent weeks. 


US finding out recession may be inflation’s only cure 
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WASHINGTON, April 30, (Reulcr): The 
United States is finding out that licking dee- 
ply-imbedded inflation is not all that easy and r 
that it may have to suffer an economic reces- 
sion to do the trick. 

Despite another quarter of sub-par econ- 
omic growth, US inflation jumped to its high- 
est level in eight years in toe first three months 
0 f i 9 g 9 — rising at a 6 .5 per cent annual rate. 


price problem, economists saridimderlying 
inflati on has remained stubbornly at about 
four to five per amt for the past seven years. 

“To get inflation down, you- almost cer- 
tainly have to have a recession," ssidJohn 
Paulus, managing director at Morgan Stan- 
ley. 

But he questioned whether the 1 Federal 
Reserve, toe US central bank, has toe gump- 
tion or the public support now to push interest 
roles up high enough to do that. 

“The Fedis not going to take a pre-emptive 
strike against inflation because., it is too 
politically risky," Paulus said. 


Many economists believe the Central Bank 
is closer to tightening policy now than it has 
been for abouta year, but that it still lacks the 
explicit economic evidence it needs to take 
that politically unpopular step. 

A Federal Reserve source called toe rapid 
8.5 per cent ammaliwl increase in consumer 
prices in toe first quarter “horrendous.” But 
be said he thought toe data overstated toe 
inflation problem and that recent rises in 
dothing and housing costs were unlikely to 
. stick, given toe soft economy. 

Administration officials have also made 
dear that they do not favour a rise in interest 
rates that would slow growth, swell toe bud- 
get deficit and possibly hurt the Republican 
Party in congressional elections later this 
year. 

One official said policymakers ofPresident 
George Bush would like a bit faster growth 
' and a bit lower interest rates. 

“ Another said the administration was put- 
ting the finishing touches on a report on the 
costs of US capitel that would call for contin- 
ued downward pressure on interest rotes to 


help make US industry more competitive. 

These conflicting currents will make the 
decision whether to tighten that much 
tougher when the policy-making Federal 
Open Market Committee (FOMC) next 
meets on May 15. 

“The jury is probably out until toe meeting 
in May,” said Jeffrey Leeds, managing direc- 
tor for Chemical Bank. 

So far, the US central bank has tried to 
bring down inflation gradually, following a 
monetary policy that ensures continued econ- 
omic growth, but at lacklustre pace. 

That is exactly what happened in the first 
quarter, when Gross National Product 
expanded by 2. 1 per cent Although that was 
significantly faster than toe 1.1 per cent pace 
of the last three months of 1989, it was still 
slower than what most economists consider 
the economy's long-run potential. 

But the sharp acceleration in price rises 
during the period has caused some econ- 
omists to question whether the Federal 
Reserve’s strategy of slowly wringing infla- 
tion out of the economy will do toe job. 


Dollar steady, gold dips 


LONDON, April 30, (Reuter): The dollar ended barely 
changed in quiet European trading today and dealers 
expected financial markets to remain subdued for most of 
the week because of holidays in Japan and Europe. Gold 
prices fell. 

Major share markets drifted lower with investors reluc- 
tant » do business before tomorrow's May Day holiday, 
when most European exchanges, apart from London, will 
be dosed. 

Britain celebrates May Day on May 8. 

Dealers said a series of holidays in Japan, today, Thurs- 
day and Friday this week, also reduced European business. 

“It's likely to be quiet all week. Any action we see will 
likely be in cross trading against the mark," said dealer 
Brett Little at Manufacturers Hanover Trust Bank in New 
York. 

The dollar firmed a touch against the mark on news of 
wildcat one-day strikes by metal workers at several engin- 
eering firms in southern Germany, including car maker 
Mercedes-Benz, to press demands for higher wages and 
shorter working hours, 

IG Metall, West Germany's hugest union, said if h did 
not get a 35-hour week and a tunc per cent rise for its 
members, it would decide next week whether to ballot for a 
national strike. Employers have offered a five per cent rise. 

“The sword hanging over the Deutsche mark is the IG 
Metall talks," a currency dealer in Frankfurt said. 

The dollar closed in London at 1.6788 marks, after 
1.6775 on Friday. Against the yen it was at 158.85 after 
159.10. 

The metal workers’ stoppages hit the Frankfurt stock 


market, which slipped in very quiet pre-holiday trading. 

“Turnover was very small," said one Frankfurt trader. 
“We could have closed the market around noon." 

■ The 30-share Dax index shed 12.27 points to dose at 
1,813.25, after losing 58.81 points last week. 

In London, stocks dosed a shade weaker after Wall 
Street eased slightly at the opening. 

The Financial Times-Stock Exchange index oflOO lead- 
ing shares ended 3. 2 points off at 2, 1 03.4. 

The British pound rose to $1.6390 from $1.6360 late 
Friday. 

Other late dollar rates in Europe, compared with late 
Friday. 

■ 1 .6787 West German marks, up from 1 .6755. 

■ 1.4512 Swiss francs, down from 1.4560. 

■ 5.6335 French francs, up from 1.8845. 

■ 1.8884 Dutch guilders, up from 1.8845. 

■ 1,230.50 Italian hie, up from 1,228.00. 

■ 1 . 1 649 Canadian dollars, up from 1.1632. 

Bullion dealers said trading was thin with traders taking 
today off ahead of tomorrow's holiday in much ofEurope. 

“Right now, things don't look very good for gold, even 
with the dollar so weak," said one dealer in Zurich. 

Gold fell in London to a late bid price of $367.50 a troy 
ounce, down from $370.75 bid late Friday. 

In Zurich, the metal fell to a dosing bid of $367.00, down 
from 370.000 dollars bid late Friday. 

Earlier, in Hong Kong, gold fell 37 cents to dose ata bid 
37155. 

Silver bullion fell in London to a late bid price of S4.92a 
troy ounce, down from $4.95 bid late Friday. 


WORLD STOCK 

Roywoup 

SYDNEY, April 30. (Renters): A us- 


ing industrial slocks down on bearish sen- 
timent The AD Ordinaries index fell 21.9 
14345. 

TOKYO: Tbe market was dosed for a 
holiday. 

. HOMQKONO: Stock pricescnded lower 
on a lack of buying interest wilh investors 
staying on the stdoines as overseas mark- 
ets weakened. The Hang Seng index ended 
36 J4down at 2,950.09. 

SMOAPORE: Share prices closed al the 
day's lows in lethargic trading as increased 
selling in the afternoon brought stocks 
do wn across the board. The Snails Times 
industria l s Ted 12414 to 1,458.40. 

BOMBAY; Share prices rose cautiously 
in volatile trading after a tong weekend, 
overcoming selective selling try mutual 
funds. The Bombay Slock Exchange rose 
US to 795.13. 

RtANKFURT: Share prices finished 
lower after very quiet pre-holiday trading, 
with metalworfcera’ wildcats strikes put- 
ting additional pressure on the mantel. 
Tbe Dax index shed 1227 to dose at 
1,813-25. 

PARISc French shares dosed tower in a 
quiet market, with traders breaking off 
eariy to eqjoy Uw fine spring weather 
ahead ofT uesday'sMay Day holiday. The 
CAC-indcx dosed 19.81 down at 2,04646. 


Gas pipeline planned 

ALGIERS, April 30, (Reuter): Algeria hopes to have a gas 
pipeline to Europe through Morocco ready by the middle of the 
decade. Mines Minister Sadek Boussena said in an interview 
published today. 

“The problem we have to solve for the Western pipeline is that 
of markets. Who wants to buy gas through it, when and in wbat 
quantities? We foresee that between 1990 and the year 2000 
certain countries will need larger quantities," he told toe Algiers 
newspaper Horizons. 

“Consequently we want this pipeline to be in place by the 
middle of the 1 990scrr a Me later,” he added. ■ 

The interview Is also being published in toe specialist weekly 
Gas Intelligence. 

Boussena said the pipeline could supply gas to West Germany, 
which could then relay it to eastern Europe. Portugal was also a 
possible customer, though shipments of Algerian liquefied 
natural gas were another option, he said. 

Algeria and Morocco have started detailed talks on the 
pipeline, which would cross the strait of Gibraltar into Spain. 

He said finance for the project would not be an obstacle. “All 
the signals indicate that financing would be available.” 

-Algeria was in contact with East European countries on gas 
sales but toe discussions were moving slowly because of political 
changes, he added. 

“We’regoing through a period of change, not of decision ... the 
changes have been so fast that we do not have a dear picture on 
how to share out toe quantities or on toe timetable,” he said. 


gjkf^ 


_ SENIOR 

^Systems 

ENGINEERS 


We have openings for SENIOR SYSTEMS ENGINEERS 
The ideal candidate must have:- 

* MINIMUM 8 years experience in developing Banking Application 
Systems. 

* At least 5 years experience with.-- 

- VSE/SP, CICS, VTAM, VSAM, COBOL, DU. 

- IBM mainframe, 4700 Financial Terminals, 3270 Terminals. 

* Ability to develop and implement systems in a structured 
approach following the Project life Cycle. 

* Ability to interface with Users. 

* Knowledge of CFS or Kapiti. will be favourable. 

This is a fairly Senior Position and the assignment involves the 
incumbent to assume several responsibilities. 

The Salary and benefits offered will be highly competitive and 
commensurate with experience and abilities. 

Send your resume to: 

Human Resources Manager, 

P.O. Box 1387 Saint 
13014 Safat 
Kuwait 

before 15.5.1990. 

AH applications will be treated with utmost confidence. 
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India won’t 
negotiate 
under threat 
of retaliation 

NEW DELHI, April 30, 
(Reuter): India, isolated on 
Washington's trade hit list for 
erecting barricades against 
foreign competition, still insists it 
will not negotiate under threat of 
retaliation. 

Officials today declined com- 
ment on India being named by 
the United States as an unfair 
trader for the second straight 
year, pending an official res- 
ponse to Washington. 

But Prime Minister Vishwan- 
ath Singh told Indian reporters at 
the weekend India could not 
overlook its soda! priorities and 
would never negotiate trade 
treaties under threat. 

Other Asian countries have 
been pul on a “watch list." mos- 
tly for not protecting copyrights 
and patents, but escaped the 
threat of trade sanctions by 
negotiating with Washington 
over its trade gripes, Asian 
diplomats sajd. 

US President George Bush, in 
a statement released by the Whi te 
1 House on Friday, said India 
again would oe named under the 
so-called Super 301 clause of the 
1988 trade act because issues 
cited last year remain 
unresolved. 

Japan and Brazil were also 
branded unfair traders by the 
United States last year, but were 
taken off this year’s list. 

“ThreaLs of retaliation are 
things of the medieval past," 
Commerce Minister Arvm Nehru 
told Reuters earlier this month. 
“We don’t negotiate under 
threat.” 

The Bush administration cited 
India for obstructing foreign 
investment and refusing to allow 
US companies to do business in 
the nationalised insurance indus- 
try. 

The United States. India's lar- 
gest trading partner, will decide 
in six weeks whether to slap pun- 
itive tariffs of up to 100 per cent 
on Indian exports. 

Raunaq Singh, president of 
the Federation of Indian Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry 
said today India had taken 
gradual steps to open up to 
foreign investment and imports. 

“This process of internation- 
alisation of the Indian economy 
has been gathering momentum,” 
he said. 

“Unheeding this trend, the US 
with a per capital income of 
S 19,800 has chosen to take 
retaliatory action against India, 
whose per capita income does 
not exceed $350.” 

India, which has promised to 
slash the red tape that frustrates 
foreign investors, peeved 
Washington in March by refus- 
ing to allow the Coca Cola com- 
pany to set up a plant that would 
mostly export soft drinks. 

Washington is also irritated 
that India has been outspoken in 
opposing moves to include 
protection of intellectual 
property in the Uruguay round 
of Lhe General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, Delhi-based 
diplomats said. 

Taiwan last year escaped 
Super 301 branding by sending a 
team of high officials to Washin- 
gton for last-minute lobbying, 
during which they promised that 
Taipei would cut its trade surplus 
with Washington by 10 pier cent 
each year. 

Other countries on the watch 
list include China. Indonesia. 
Japan. Malaysia, Pakistan, the 
Pnillipines, South Korea and 
Thailand. 

Diplomats in Indonesia, 
where piracy of music tapes 
flourished a few years ago, said 
Jakarta had enacted legislation 
to protect intellectual property 
under strong US pressure. 



Indian rupee 17.000 

Sri Lankan rupee 7.430 

Pakistani rupee 13 J70 

Ban gl a desh taka 8.530 

US dollar 29405 

Pound sterling 47975 

UAE dirham 08003 

Deutsche mark 17520 

Japanese yen 001857 


India urged to open its closed markets 


Asia expected to 


NEW DELHI. April 30, (AP): Despite 
the rush to finance Eastern Europe's 
transformation to a market economy, 
Asia is expected to maintain its position 
as the world's fastest growing region, 
Asian Development Bank economists 
said today. 

News reports predicting a drop in 
Asian economic performance because 
of changes in the Soviet bloc are “over- 
blown.” said Malcolm Dowling, assis- 
tant chief economist at the Develop- 
ment Bank. 

“Asia is still the place to make 
money.” said Hakchung Choo. (he 
bank's chief economist. “That won’t 
change." 

The bank officials spoke at a news 
conference marking the start of the 
bank's 23rd annual meeting and the 
release of its annual report on Econ- 
omic Development in Asia. 

In the report, the bank criticised 
China for abandoning ambitious econ- 
omic reforms, called on India to open 


its closed markets, praised Vietnam lor 
economic liberalisation and warned 
that the Philippines’ economy faced 
“underlying weaknesses.” 

Falling growth rales in China. India 
and two of the four “little dragons," 
Hong Kong and South Korea, brought 
Asia's regional growth rate to 5.4 per 
coil in 1989. down from 9,3 per cent in 
1988. the report said. 

The report predicted a rebound in 
region-wide growth to 5.9 per cent for 
1990 and to 6.3 per cent in 1991, com- 
pared to an expected growth rale of 2.9 
percent world-wide for those years. 

One of the main challenges to Asian 
growth will be the economic integra- 
tion of Western Europe in 1992. the 
report said. 

“Improved efficiency within the 
European Economic Community will 
make its products more competitive 
with imported products and this will 
tend to dampen prospects for trade 
with Asia." the report said. 


Other challenges could come from 
Eastern Europe in its competition with 
Asia for loans from development ins^ 
titutions and commercial banks. 

But Dowling and Choo said they 
believed such a possibility was slight. 

Dowling said Eastern Europe's total 
population of about 160 million people 
and its limited area restrict its ability to 
"absorb huge amounts of capital." . 

Asia also has never relied heavily on 
the concessionary, or low-interest, 
loans sought by East European coun- 
tries. With 65 per cent or the world's 
population. Asia consumes 30 percent 
of the concessionary loans, Choo said. 

The economists and the report said 
Asia would beable to maintain its econ- 
omic lead if its member countries fur- 
ther embraced free- market forces and 
introduced newer technology. 

But China and India were criticized 
for failing to open their economies to 
the outside world. 


China saw its economic growth rale 
fall from almost 1 1 per cent in 1 988 to 4 
per cent last year, the report said, blam- 
ing the dror on an austerity 
programme carried out by hardline 
Premier Li Peng. 

The report called on Beijing to “push 
the unfinished agenda of economic 
reform forward.” 

Choo said it was “anybody's guess" 
what would happen in Beijing because 
the Communist Party and government 
leadership appear more concerned with 
political control of the people than with 
economic developmenL 

“This question goes beyond econ- 
omics.” he said. 

Last June, Chinese troops killed hun- 
dreds of demonstrators and launched a 
bloody crackdown on a movement for 
freedom. Since then, the Asian 
Development Bank has stopped all 
loans to Beijing, freezing S490 million 
for six projects. 


The Chinese delegation is urging the 
bank toend its freeze, but bank officials 
said Monday they did not expect a 
decision to be made during the meeting 
in New Delhi. 

The report predicted that China’s 
growth rate would rise a bit to 5.5 per 
cent in 1990 and hit a healthy 6.5 per 
cent the year after. As a corollary to 
this, it forecast that Hong Kong's 
growth, which fell from 7.3 per cent in 
1988 to 3.6 per cent in 1989. would 
continue its fall until 1991. 

India must relax constraints on free 
market activity for sustained growth to 
occur, the report said. Last year, India's 
growth rate fell to 4.5 per cent, down 
from 9.5 percent in 1988. 

Restrictiveeconomic policies protect 
India's major industries from competi- 
tion from abroad. The lack of competi- 
tion allows production of shoddy 
goods to continue, along with close, 
and often corrupt, relations between 
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i growth 

business and government. 

Last week, the United States left 
India as the sole country on a “hit list” 
for unfair trading practices. India faces 
economic sanctions if it does not 
reform its policies; 

The Asian Development Bank 
report called for such changes, saying 
that under India's current rogramme, 
“the innovative spirit of the private 
section is, to someextent, repressed and 
a competitive business environment 
not ensured.” 

It predicted growth in India would 
rise slightly to 5.4 percent in 1990. 

The report said Vietnam was notable 
for its market-oriented reforms and 
predicted that Us strong 8.2 per cent 
growth rate would continue this year. 

Growth in the Philippines is expected 
to fall in 1990 to 5. per cent from 6 per 
cent in 1989. the report said. Political 
instability, resulting from last year's 
coup attempt, and high interest rates 
are the major. 1 uniting factors, it said. 


Bid to attract foreign capital 


AMF chief maps out 
strategy for 1 990s 


ABU DHABI, April 30. 
(Reuter): Arab countries must 
develop their financial markets 
in the 1990s to attract foreign 
capital in a world that is swiftly 
moving towards economic blocs, 
the head of the Arab Monetary 
Fund said. 

The AMF. the Arab 
equivalent of the International 
Monetary Fund, does not expect 
any major rise in its capital base 
at a time when Arab wealth has 
declined from the days of oil 
riches. AMF chairman Osama 
Jafar Faquih said. 

“The fund will have to exert its 
maximum efforts within its 
available . resources.” he told 
Reuters in written answers to 
questions from the AMF 
headquarters in Abu Dhabi. 

The AMF, which covers the 
2 1 -nation Arab League, is the 
biggest of five major pan-Arab 
funds. Three promote economic 
development, agriculture and 
insurance and the other is a 5500 
million fund under the AMF 
wing that promotes inter-Arab 


trade. 

The absence of Arab capital 
markets to Up domestic wealth, 
severe trade and other economic 
imbalances in many Arab sUtes. 
and a tendency of Arab commer- 
cial banks to ignore domestic 
development has led to great 
reliance on the pan-Arab funds. 

Faquih. a former Saudi 
Arabian undersecretary of fin- 
ance and economic affairs, has 
been a champion of greater inter- 
Arab economic co-operation, 
especially through development 
of capital markets. 

The 1 990s “will be a decade of 
regional economic groupings 
(around the world). Our mem- 
bers will find it necessary to pay 
more attention to the design, 
implementation, and follow-up 
or economic adjustment 
policies.” he said. 

“The development of Arab 
financial markets, in which the 
A M F is actively engaged, should 
attract Arab as well as foreign 
capital because a well-managed 


and properly conducted capital 
market can attract funds from 
any source," added Faquih. who 
is in his first yearaschairrnan and 
director-general of the AMF. 

“Countries facing imbalances 
find it more difficult to attract 
capital from other countries.” he 
said. “The AMF considers the 
reduction and elimination of 
such imbalances as crucial 
macroeconomic management 
priorities." 

Faquih said banks should play 
a bigger role in channeling the 
Arab world's savings towards 
Arab economic needs, rather 
than repeating past tendencies to 
invest abroad or in short-term, 
almost risk-free, loans. 

“In many ways, the commer- 
cial banking system in our region 
has been operating below 
capacity for the past two 
decades," he said . 

“Part of the response of the 
governments Co this situation has 
been the creation of specialised 
credit agencies mainly with 


government funds to provide fin- 
ancing for i.griculiure and indus- 
try,” he said. 

Many of the agencies suffered 
as Arab wealln declined with the 
oil price collapse of the mid- 
1980s, and world interest rates 
rose. 

Faquih said creating ever 
more official funding organisa- 
tions was not an answer to invest- 
ment problems. 

He added he was encouraged 
by the creation of two new Arab 
economic groups in the past year 
or so. Five North African states 
have formed the Maghreb Union 
while Egypt. Iraq. Jordan and 
North Yemen formed the Arab 
Co-operation Council. 

He urged the new groups and 
other Arab countries to follow 
the six-nation Gulf Co-opera- 
tion Council (GCQ in forging 
doser economic ties in trade and 
finance. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. . Bahrain, 
Oman, the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar. ' 


Ministers review economic crisis 


Second stock index tumbles 


SEOUL, April 30, (AP): South Korea's economic 
ministers met in emergency session tonight after a 
third day of violent labour protests and the largest 
single-day plunge ever in the South Korean stock 
market. 

Militant shipyard workers whose strike was 
broken up over die weekend fought running battles 
with riot police in the southeastern port city of U Isan 
and sympathy protests spread nation-wide. 

Protest by investors crippled operations at stock 
trading offices in Seoul and at least six other cities, 
and newspapers said some had to close their offices 
to block angry customers. 

The Composite stock index hit an 18-month low. 
closingat 688.66, down 31.71 points from Saturday 
and the lowest since Oct 1 3, 1 988. 

The index has tumbled by 2 1 9.93 points, or 24 per 
cent, since the start of the year. 

Economic ministers were reviewing the nation's 
growing economic crisis in their emergency session 
toaigh t, news reports said. 

Finance Minister Chung Y ung-Euy was recalled 
from New Delhi, where he had gone to attend a May 
1-5 meeting of the Asian Development Bank, a 
presidential aid* •» ; d 


President Roh Tae-Woo met during the day with 
Deputy Prime Minister Lee Seung- Y un and econ- 
omic advisers to draft new measures lo curb infla- 
tion and spiraling land speculation, presidential 
press secretary Lee Soo-Jung said. 

Lee said Roh ordered the formation of a special 
team to consider ways to stabilise the real estate 
market, including steps that might encourage 
securities and insurance companies to dispose of 
their land holdings. 

News reports said investors staged sit-down 
protests in stock trading offices to demand special 
government measures to prevent a stock market 
crash. 

In the central city of Chongju, investors roamed 
through nine trading offices, smashing window’s and 
furniture. Yonhap. the South Korean news agency, 
reported. 

Some protesters demanded closure of the stock 
market and the resignation of Roh. accusing him of 
incompetence. 

Analysts said the stock market has been affected 
by an economic slump and labour disputes. The 
market has remained bearish for more than a vear. 


Japanese economy to slow down 

1 1 said 60.4 per cent of responden ts said a l u rn ing 
point in Japan's robust economic expansion would 
come within the latter half of Fiscal 1 990. 

The ratio compared with 29.4 per ceni in the 
previous survey conducted in December last year, 
the report said. 

The value of the Japanese yen against the US 
dollar has declined nearly 14 yen or about 10 per cent 
and stock prices has plunged 24.0 per cent since lhe 
beginning of this year. 

The market value of the Tokyo Stock Exchange 
also dropped 22.0 per cent to 457.4 trillion yen 
($2.95 trillion). 


TOKYO, April 30, (UPI): Most major Japanese 
corporations anticipate a slowdown of the Japanese 
economy in the latter half of fiscal 1990, which 
began April 1. because of the current slump in 
financial markets, a report by Japan's most power- 
ful economic organisation said today. 

The federation of economic organisations, better 
known as Keidanren, said the report was based on a 
survey conducted on 245 main members of the 
federation from March 28 through April 20. 

“There is concern now that the business environ- 
ment may make a turn for the worse because of the 
triple falls of the yen. stocks and bonds.” the report 
said. 


Manila stock 
market dips 

MANILA. April 30. (Reuter): 
The Philippine slock market fell 
to its lowest level in 12 months 
today after the government 
scaled back substantially its 
growth projections for the econ- 
omy. 

Persistent coup jitters and the 
erosion of business confidence 
because of continual electric- 
power cuts in Manila sent the 
market into a lailspin. 

The Manila Slock Exchange 
composite index closed at 936.57 
points, its lowest level since April 
1 4. 1 989, when it stood at 934.90, 
the exchange said. The index fell 
40.75 points, or 4.17 per cent, 
from Friday. 

The combined trade turnover 
on Manila's two bourses slid to 
403.1 million shares worth 71.1 
million pesos (S3. 1 million) from 
Friday’s 503.1 million shares 
worth 121.7 million pesos (S5.4 
million). 

“The perception among inves- 
tors now is that the government 
is not really on top of things, so 
there's a lack of confidence right 
now," said Caroline Kabigting. 
research chief at Anscor 
Hagedom Securities. 

Finance Secretary Jesus 
Estanislao said or. Saturday the 
real gross national product 
might rise only four per cent this 
year, instead of an original 
projection of six per cent. 

He said the government was 
working on a package of reforms 
to put the economy back on 
track. 


Malaysia 

welcomes 

Taiwanese 

investments 

KUALA LUMPUR, April 30, 
(Reuter): Taiwan has become die lar- 
gest investor in the fast-growing ecoa- 
©my of Malaysia ereatboagbithas no 
diplomatic ties with that country, 
officials said on Monday. 

“Wedoo’tBke to get enbroOed with 
diplomatic problems,” Malaysian 
Trade and Indastry Minister Rafidab 
Aziz said after »»n« with Taiwan's 
visiting Economic Minister Chen Li- 
An. 

“We with each other in econ- 
omic Germs,” she said. 

Malaysia recognises eormnnnist- 
ruled China, altboagb trade and inves- 
tment with wealthy nadonaKst-con- 
trolled Taiwan has been rising shar- 
ply. 

Taiwan was the second-largest 
investor behind Japan in 1988 and 
1989, and Rnfidah released figures 
showing Taiwan had oatstripped 
Japan so far this year. 

She said Taiwanese firms had 
applied to invest in projects worth 433 
motion ringgit (5160 ndUionJoTa total 
1.2 billion ringgit (444 mUEon) for the 
first three months offins year. 

“This is the highest is the number of 
projects as WeB as valne,” Rafidab 
said. «, 

For calendar year 1989, total 
foreign investment in Malaysia was 
2.16 bd&on r ingg i t ($800 million), of 
which Taiwanese investments accoun- 
ted for 1 jOT bill ton ringgit ($396 
'mflEonX " - 

She said Taiwan was expected to 
maintain its dominant position, as 
Malaysia has recently approved a 
proposal by Qmn Steel Corp to bmld 
a mammoth eight billion ringgit (SL96 
MEcm) steel plant in the country. 

A Taiwan firm, China General 
Plastic, is also boBding an 8^ bfflBon 
ringgit (S3. 1 5 bSfioti) p et ro chemic al 
project in the southern Malaysian 
state of Johor. 

Rafidab said Beijing had protested 
each of three viats she made to Taiwan 
between 1987 and 1989 to boost trade 
and investment 

A Chinese embassy official, asked 
to comment cm Chen's visit, said by 
telephone: “We are resolutely 
opposed to any official contacts with 
Taiwan by coantries having 
diplomatic relations with the People’s 
Repabfic of China.” 

He declined to say if Beijing had 
offiriafly protested Chen’s visit, bat 
said: “Our position is dear to afi, 
including the Malaysian gov* 


Taiwanese firms are looking to 
move their production bases because 
of the appreciation of the Taiwanese 
dollar, rising wages and property 
prices, and anti-poDiitioa protests at 
home. 

Analysts said Malaysia was wel- 
coming Taiwanese investments in 
order to boost its own Sedgfing indns- 
trialisatioa programme. • 

Taiwan comprises about three per 
cent of Malaysia’s globs) trade. Total 
trade between the two coantries hit 
4.58 tnlDoa ringgit ($1.69 biUlofl) in 
calendar 1989, a 26 per cent increase 
over 1988. 

Malaysia suffered a deficit of abont 
13 bflfion ringgit (555 million) in its 
1989 trade with Taiwan, and was look- 
ing to increase exports through the 
sale of Matoysaan-made proton Saga 
cars and agricultural products, 
Rafidab said. 

Taiwanese investments in Malaysia 
have centred on electrical, electronics, 
chemical and food indust ri es, bat 
Koala Lumpnr was now looking to tap 
capital-intensive industries such as 
steel and petrochemical projects, 
Rafidab saM. 


Japan pleased at not being named, but war not over 


WASHINGTON, April 30, (AP): Japan 
saw a battle won in not being named an 
unfai r merchant by the United States this 
year, but politicians and businessmen in 
both countries said the trade war is not 
over. 

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Nak- 
ayama said in a statement in Tokyo yes- 
terday that Japan welcomed the US 
decision “as the proper one.” 

“It has been the policy of the govern- 
ment of Japan that economic issues bet- 
ween Japan and the United States should 
be resolved through dialogue in the spirit 
of co-operation and joint efforts,” he 
said. 

The disputes involves the toughest sec- 
tion of the 1988 trade law. known. as 
Super 301. Under the Super 301 prov- 
ision. if intensive negotiations aimed at 
removing trade barriers are unsuccess- 
ful. the president has the power to 
retaliate with higher US tariffs on 


imports from the offending country. 

Last year Japan, Brazil and India were 
cited under Super 30 1 . 

President George Bush announced 
Friday that this year he had decided to 
cite only India as a ’priority nation* 
under Super 301. 

India has steadfastly refused to modify 
for its restrictive trade policies, which are 
designed to protea domestic industries 
by limiting foreign investment and 
imposing high import duties. 

Ever since India first was targeted, the 
governments of Rajiv Gandhi, prime 
minister from 1984 through 1989. and 
V.P. Singh, who took office last Decem- 
ber. have maintained that the US trade 
law unfairly penalised developing 
nations. 

Yesterday, the Indian government had 
not yet responded to Bush's announ- 
cement. 

Bush said he was citing only India this 


year because of that country’s refusal to 
remove its barriers lo foreign investment 
and foreign insurance companies. Bush 
said Japan and Brazil had made moves to 
open their markets. 

Bui in an editorial yesterday. Japan’s 
nationally circulated Asahi Shimbun 
said US retaliation may still come if 
Japan can show only little improvement 
in opening its market. 

Nakayama promised Japan will con- 
tinue to promote good economic rela- 
tions with the United States and co- 
operate in the Uruguay round of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. 

But lawmakers in lhe United Stales 
were not convinced that Bush should 
have eased the pressure on Japan. 

“Letting Japan off the hook is a 
serious mistake and I think Congress 
ought to take a look at it.” said Sen. 
Robert Byrd, a Democrat. Bush t< a 


Republican, but Democrats control the 
US Senate. 

The Super 301 provision was due to 
expire after this year, but several mem- 
bers of Congress said they planned to 
push for it to be extended indefinitely, 
thus forcing the administration to face 
the question of targeting Japan in future 
years. 

Two senators. Democrat Carl Levin of 
Michigan and Republican Aden Specter 
of Pennsylvania, said they planned to 
introduce a bill taking away the adminis- 
tration's discretion over whether to tar- 
get Japan. 

Their measure would require the 
president to target any country for 
negotiations if its trade surplus accoun- 
ted for 1 5 per cent or more of America's 
overall trade deficit. 

If that provision had been in effect last 
year, it would have applied onlv i t 
hnyn. America's S49-billion deficit uh 


Japan accounted for 45 per cent of the 
ictal US trade deficit of $109 billion.^ 
Owen Bieber. president of the United 
Auto Workers, supported a move lo limit 
the president's discretion, saying that the 
administration's decision Friday added 
“insult to injury by reaching the prepos- 
terous conclusion that Japan suddenly 
deserves a clean bill of trade health.” 

But the administration defended its 
action, saying that targeting Tokyo 
again would have undermined the efforts 
orJapanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu lo reform his country's trade prac- 
tices. 

The administration pledged to keep 
pressure on Japan to live up to its com- 
mitments including insisting that mon- 
itoring provisions be placed in an 
agreement reached April 5 to attack on 
broad array of structural barriers block- 
ing American and other foreign compan- 
. .■» from doing business in Japan. 


BindalAgro 

Bonus share issue 

The board of directors of Bindal Agro Chem Limited in their meeting 
held on April 21. 1990 has decided lo issue bonus shares to its 
shareholders in the ratio of one share for every two shares held. 

Keeping in view the encouraging financial results, the directors ofthe 
company have also recommended a repeat dividend of 50 per cent for 
the year ended Dec 31, 1989. This is the third consecutive year, the 
company has maintained the dividend at the rate of 50 per cent even on 
the enlarged equity base. 

During the year, the company's operating income is Rs 128 crores as 
against Rs 106 crores in the previous year, resulting in an increase of 
over 20 per cent. The export turnover during the year was Rs 1 ! .06 
crores as against Rs 1 . 1 3 crores in the previous year. 

The profit before interest depredation and taxation is Rs 18.02 
crores as against Rs 12.44 crores in the previous year, resulting in an 
increase of over 44 per cent 

After providing for depreciation Rs 3. 12 crores (0.99 crores), interest 
Rs 1.64 crores (Rs 3.92 crores), taxation Rs 0.28 crores (nil), the net 
profit for the year is higher by over 72 per cent at Rs 12.98 crores as 
against Rs 7.53 crores in the previous year. The earning per share works 
out to approximately Rs 9. 

The petrochemical unit of the company at Rishra near Calcutta 
manufacturing low density polyethelene is doing welL The manufactur- 
ing capacity ofLDPE is being increased from 1 2,000 MT to 1 5,000 MT 
on expansion of phase I by the end of this year — and finally to 1 8,000 
MT. The raw material stock level is quite comfortable. The products 
have acquired popularity in the market. 

The vanaspati plant at Mandideep in Bhoj>al is operating at its full 
capariLy. All other units of the -company are operating at their full 
capadty. 

The implementation of gas based fertiliser project for the manufac- 
ture of 1 350 tonnes per day of ammonia and 2200 tonnes per day of urea 
at Shahjahanpur in the state of UP at a capital cost of Rs 695 crores is 
progressing well. 

The rivil works at site as well as at Township is progressing well. 
Foundation work by way of concrete piling as well as compaction piling 
is in good progress and all the critical piling works are expected to be 
completed before monsoon so that super structures for plant will not 
have any impediments arising out of the monsoon. 

Vendors for supply of major critical and long-delivery equipments 
have been identified after global tendering by PD1L. Approval from 
Government of India for the foreign collaboration technical 
agreements has been received. 
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INDIA FESTIVAL 

Indian Silk Sarees 
Just arrived! 


On Display at Indian Arts Circle, Funuitecs 
From 1st May 90 onwards Tunings: 7 pm — II pm 
Exclusive Silk Sarees from India’s 
Leading Wholesale and Export House 
Handloom: Traditional Sarees from Kanchipurnm and 
Bangalore 

Crepe: Fine Mysore Silks, Printed and Plain Sarees 
Butter SOk: Printed Sarees 
Chiffons and Georgettes: Pure Silk Printed Sarees 



Pathi Prints 

Bangalore 
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400 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 

YDERABAD DN. 

1581-1990 i CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE KUWAIT 

The Hyderohadi Community presents a colourful festival from May 4 
to May 18, /990, in connection with the 400-year Anniversary of 
historic Hyderabad ( Deccan) city under the patronage of H.E. Arm 
Komar BadMrqja ; the Indian Ambassador to Kuwait. 


Friday (4th May '90} 
Sports ground 

behind Cinema 

JteebAJShuyuWi. 


9.00 om 


10.00 am 

12.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

3.00 pm 


Inauguration of celebrations and sports fir 
H.E. lhe Ambassador erf IreHa Srt Amn Kumar 
Budhlroja. 

Sports and games tor children, ladies, g®its 
and veterans. 

Break tor prayer and lunch. 

Festival cricket match tar veterans. 

Once la a life time chance to taste and eiqty 

delicious and moutfi watering dishes. Gomes, 
lucky *aw and magic show for chiMrw.Prt® 
distribution, 

tfghlighllngttegokfen era o( Hyderabad 
Mowed by a grand Mustafa by guatand 
local poets and release of souvenir. 

Voledk^lUTVtiioncHXliTH^ 

ghazats by Invitee artistes tram Hyderabad and 

local artistes, lf#rt music and many more ttems. 


nrMar<nmNay'BO) 

Msssilah Beach Resort 
(IK). 

Thursday 8.00 pm 

(17ift Mcy *90) ■ 

CartJonTQwer Hotel 
Fated A1 Salem St. 

Friday (lBtii May '90) 5.00pm 

Start Ite theatre, 

Entertainment Oily 
(Doha} Kuwait 

Sponsors: Mr. Mohammed Hoshdar Khan — Mr. Mohammed Shotesn H. Khan. 

Kor further details and information please contact: 

general Wenwmwt: Mr Mohamad Foshuddln Chand Tel- 2402603-5659647 

Mr Mohamad NaseenxldmTsi 4736958 


I'l 


SPOUK Dr NOJdU Tel 4642578 
Mr KortmlrtanTeJ 37)6247 

literary; Dr Sami Khan Tel 4611514 
Mr Ehiesham Uadm Tel 24631 1 6 


Mwleai Programme: Dr Shakeet Khan Tel: 53 1 7885 
Mr StoftfloorKftanTeL 5644539 
Seaman Mr N Ntzamuddin Atenetf Tel: 4745537 
MrZaluudiin Tel. 2428105 
Mr Mohamad H. khan Tot 2402019 






Sheikha Hussa Al Sabah with USSR delegation. 


The days of old... 


Bucket By Mohammad Ben Abdul Wahed and Masaud Ben Ahmad Al 
Naqash, Iran (Harat) December 1163. 



By Jadranka Porter 

Arab Times staff 

A PRICELESS collection of Islamic art from the 
Hermitage Museum of Leningrad, muds of which 
has never before left the USSR, today goes on show 
at Kuwait's Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah, that itself 
houses a small but comprehensive and exquisite 
selection of Islamic artefacts. 

The one-month exhibition marks the beginning of 
what is expected to be a long and fruitful exchange 
between the Hermitage, one of the world's most 
important treasure troves of art, and the budding 
Dar Al Athar, which although small, has holdings 
that famous galleries would like to possess. 

The 1 20-piece Hermitage collection, featuring the 
best of the museum's Islamic artefacts, serves to 
bolster the understanding oflslamicart in the coun- 
try and the appreciation for the treasures from the 
private collection of Sheikha Hussa Al Sabah and 
her husband Nasser, now on loan to the Dar Al 
Athar. 

Accompanying the show are Soviet scholars who 
wiH to mo rrow discuss different aspects of the 
Islamic civilisation at the Kuwait Foundation for 
the Advancement of Science. 

Parallel to the Hermitage show the Dar Al Athar 
features a smaller exhibition of art from Daghestan, 
which, situated in the north-eastern pan of the 
Caucasus, once used to be a meeting place of many 
cultures. 

In a move to strengthen its relationship with the 
Soviet museum the Dar Al Athar will fly 1 14 of its 
Islamic art objects to Leningrad for a display at the 
Hermitage in July. 

The expo will then travel on to the US, Canada 
and France. 

The Hermitage exhibits comprise pottery includ- 
ing glazed wall tiles from Iran, ceramics, ivory and 
rock crystals but die central place is occupied by 
metal work mainly bronze ewers, trays, candlesticks, 
insenoe burners and bowls. The earliest pieces date 
back to the 10th century. When the so-called ‘silver 
famine’ hit the Muslim world in the. 11th century 
artisans turned to hrass’and copper and used-silver 
and' gold sparingly. - Exqmsrte yrorkpiaftfrhipi # 9 d 
‘ ’ itricate .designs .compensatM lor the low value of ■ 


My favourite piece in the Hermitage collection is 
an Iranian ewer, tall and squarish in shape, made of 
bronze and silver, from the late 12th or early 13tb 
century. Some pieces are so old that at one point in 
time they had to be patched with additional pieces o f 
brass. But most of them are easy to date thanks to an 
old custom according to which the artist signed and 
dated Lhe object he produced. Among these an 
outstanding piece is a Q id am dan (pencase) in 
bronze, copper and silver signed by the erftsman 
Omar Ibn At Fadi Ibn Yusuf Al Buyyan and dated 
April 1148. 

From the Daghestan collection I would single out 
two robes, one in red-striped silk from the late 1 9th 
century B ukhar a and the other, a kind of a silk cape 
adorned with silver thread. Its origin is unknown 
but the fabric was dated iVth century. The same 
collection features a beautiful 17th century Archer's 
ring and turban ornament 

The sumptuous Hermitage collection isa result of 
centuries-long efforts by collectors, private and 
state, to pool the best of the pieces and make them a 
national treasure. Professor Mikhail Piotrovski of 
Institute for Oriental Studies in Leningrad said 
many of the pieces can trace their origin to private 
collections such as that of Bobrinsky, PuzOlo and 
Basilewsly. Others were gifts to the Russian court 
from ambassadors representing Muslim countries. 
A number of pieces were excavated in 
archaeological sites or formed part of traditional 
handicrafts in the central Asian parts of the Soviet 
Union. 

Today the Hermitage, together with the British 
Museum, the Metropolitan Museum in New York 
and the Berlin Museum houses the best of Islamic 
art 

The Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah collection which 
in geographical and chronological scope stands 
undhalienged in the Middle East is expected to grow 
in reputation and its creator Sheikha Hussa views 
the co-operation with the Hermitage as a rare 
opportunity. The Soviets themselves are seeking to 
show their exhibits in the Arab world. Asa token of 
then-appreciation for Kuwait's interest and Sheikha 
Hussa’s efforts they presented the Dar Al Athar 

, century inscribed stone from the government of the 
Soviet state of Uzbekistan. 


A ballet worth watching twice 

Kuwait School of Contemporary Dance 


ONE of the songs in the second half of the Kuwait 
School of Contemporary Dance’s performance 
which opened at the Mousetrap Theatre last night is 
“To Dance" and in it the vocalist states “All I Ever 
Wanted Was To Dance.” The enthusiasm, - 
enjoyment and love of dance shines through the 
performance giving it a magnetic quality: you can- 
not take your eyes from it. 

The other message that comes across is team- 
work. This is apparent in the first ballet “The 
Hunting Of The Smirk” (a musical arrangement by 
Mike Batt of the Lewis Caroll poem) where senior 
members of the company who tvere given solo parts 
each taught one of the younger dancers their part; 
the result being two casts performing on alternate 
nights. This in no way detracts from the performan- 
ce as the younger girls do not attempt to copy their 
elders, but strive, like them to give max im u m effort. 
The result is extremely effective and itis worth seeing 
the ballet twice to see the different interpretation. In 
both performances, Marina Donaghue, Head of 
Company, is the Bellman. When performing with 
her contemporaries she becomes the pivot around 
which the danceis performed; with the younger cast. 


the intricate pattern of the 
ballet witb^xnderstandmgand authority. 

Whether theSnark is Paula AlChanu or Caroline 
Huber, the Beaver, Nadia D&bbagh or Rasha Al 
Azem, the Butcher, Ania Majewska or Niki 
McCauley, the Baker, Schirapthi Y ogarajah or Lar- 
issa Prentice, Boots, Dalia Alami or Christina 
Huber, the stoiy unfolds crisply and cleanly as the 
assembled company takes the audience on ajoumey 
in pursuit of... what? Lewis Caroll himself did not 
know and each of us can decide what our particular 
“Snark" is, and whether or not we will ever find It. 

Ten of the senior members of the School 
choreographed the second ballet themselves. It 
loosely tells the stoiy of a dance class (could it be 
K.S.C.D.?) and how the members of it are 
introduced to various aspects, jazz, contemporary 
and tap linked by a common theme that “Dance Is 
Life.” 

If you haven't got tickets — get them. You will not 
be disappointed. 

See what’s On for details or phone 5313287/288 
MrsShami. 
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SOCIAL 


beyond the 

e Daniella Club, 
ip for Danes has 
ned Friday,. 
la m.F 6 rres«va- 
tte Tel. 2449610 


Guanflan Angel Chib 

The Guardian Angel Club 
take great pleasure in announc- 
ing their Konkani drama enti- 
tled “Ostorecho Mog" 
(Woman’s Love) directed by 
. Remmie J. Coiaco, on June 8 , 
199a at the IAC. Goan Charlie 

Chaplin — Jancito_, r v az, 
Ophelia, H. Britton and Sebby 
Coutinho are among the other 
well known Goancast 


May Day 


The chancery of Embassy 
of Pakistan, and the 
Embassy of Sri Lanka will 
be closed today — May 1, 
1990 on account of May 
Dav; . 



MORNING 

9.30 Opening with the Holy 
Quran 

9.45 Cartoon serial 

10.15 Magazine D'Actualite 
(repetition) 

10.30 Daily Arabic serial 

11.15 Songs 

12.00 Cultural programme 

12.30 News in Brief and 
closedown 

EVENING 

4.00 Opening with the Holy 
Quran 

4.15 World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

4.30 Cartoon serial 

5.00 Cultural programme 

6.00 Historical serial — 
Muslim Judges 

7.00 Songs 

7.25 Cultural serial 

8.30 Good evening 

9.00 News in Arabic 
9.45 Daily Arabic serial 
10.30 Weekly Arabic serial 

— Al Nar Wa Al 
Gharqa 

11.45 News in Brief 

J1.50 World Today via 
Satellite 

12.10 Closedown 



6.00 Opening announ- 
cement and Holy 
Quran 

6.10 Cartoons 

6.30 The New Mickey 
Mouse Club. A show 
where children tell 
jokes and entertain 

7.00 The Quran & Science 
“Pain”. Pain is neces- 
sary to protect the 
human body. Body 
skin and its sensitivity. 

7.30 Kate and Allie. “The 


Mouse that 

Squeaked.” Chip 
brings a mo use for per- 
forming certain 

experiments. The 
mouse comes out of its 
cage and horror 
spreads all over the 
house. 

8.00 News in English 

8.30 You and the Law. A 
weekly local infor- 
mative programme on 
law and regulations 
enforced in Kuwait. 

8.45 Bordertown. “Run- 
ners’*. A border town 
between the United 
States and Canada 
where adventurers and 
smugglers perform 
their activities. Two 
Sheriffs plan to stop 
them.... 

9.15 Horizon. “The Time of 
Darkness'. A study on 
the geological 
environment created 
by volcano activity ... 
soil, earth and atmos- 
phere prevailing in 
such environment. 

10.00 Murphy Brown. “And 
so He Goes”. A suc- 
cessful journalist 
specifies in his will that 
Murphy Brown has to 
write and present con- 
dolences to his 
readers. She is prepar- 
ing to defame turn.... 

10.30 Wolf. “Vengeance”. A 
contracted murderer 
and drugs trafficker 
starts chasing the man 
who informed Wolf 
about him and caused 
his imprisonment. 
Wolf is to protect the 
witness. 

11.30 News in brief 

11.40 Magazine D'Actualite 


CINEMA TODAY 


Al Andidus 

Arabic film 

AlSahniyah 

Hall booked 

AlHamra 

Mad Mission 5 

Drive-in 

Arabic film 

AIFirdous 

Ghaiana 

Fahaheel Open 

Kaun Kitney Paani Mein 


Fahaheel 

Hell On The Battleground 

AlJahra 

Shato 

Granada 

Ulsavapittenu 

Snlaibikhat 

Ninja Force 

JleA 

Bonar Moto Boon 
Ahmadi Drive-in 
Arabic film 



A carpet by Ali Nokhabadi, Iran, 14th century, cotton, 104.5 x 46 cm. 
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Rectangular painting. Sicily, 4200. Ivory with ’Dagger — India. The end of 18 th century, steel, gold, 
decoration, 24.7 x 1 26 cm. precious stones. 



Coopers & Lybrand / ioannou Zampelas & Co is the 
leading accounting and consulting organisation in Cyprus. 
With 250 partners and staff in offices all over the island, 
the firm provides a wide range of services aimed at 
helping clients increase the efficiency and profitability of 
their business. 
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ehauce Services 


Our client is one of the world's leading computer 
companies, which has extensive business throughout 
the Middle East, having been established in the area 
for many years. 

An opening exists for the new position of Third Party 
Marketing Manager. The successful candidate will be 
responsible for co-ordinating and managing the Middle 
East Area programmes for the development of Field 
Engineering Division sales and also for marketing the 
services of the company and Third Parties, ancillary 
equipment and supplies products. 

The position will be located in Nicosia Cyprus and will 
require frequent- travel throughout the Middle East. 

Candidates should have a University Degree, preferably in 
Business Administration, Computer Science or Electronics, 
be a decisive leader and nave techincal/professional 
knowledge of field service in the business equipment 
industry, with at least four years experience in all areas 
of hardware support. 

A successful marketing record, ideally with experience 
in Third Party marketing start-up and support, and 
proficiency in business management will be added 
advantages. A good command of English is essential. 

If you would like to be considered for this opportunity, 
please send your C.V and passport size photograph to 
the address below . 

A competitive salary and benefits will be provided for the 
successful candidate 


To apply, please 
send full career 
details to 

Coopers & Lybrand 
Ioannou Zampelas & Co 
Julia House 
3 Them.Dervis Str., 
P.O.Box 1612, 

Nicosia, Cyprus 
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BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 

play the odds t 

Both vulnerable. North deals. was with East, &nd_S 
NORTH every entry to nah&jft 


* K63 

9 A 10 9 4 
0 3 

* A J842 

EAST 


* K 10 7 6 


' * Q 10 7 2 
2 9 Q 5 3 

0 K97 4 
6 *Q9 

SOUTH 
A A J 5 
9 J 6 

0 A J 106 5 2 
*53 


ACROSS 
1 Angler's catch 
5 Cordage fibers 
10 Pitcher's error 

14 King of the 
Huns 

15 Held 
vertically, 
as oars 

16 Algerian city 

17 Math subj. 

18 — prosequi 

19 Retread 

20 Everywhere 

22 Winnings 

23 Police force 

24 Warm month, in 
Chile 

26 Rocker Clapton 
28 Facial feature 
32 Isaac's son 
36 Sommer of 
films 

38 Willow 

39 Hiatus 
41 Honorific 

43 Harvest 

44 Peruse 

46 Paddocks 

47 Angles 

49 Greek peak 
51 Sorrow 
53 Account entries 
57 — your horses! 
60 Topsy-turvy 

63 Miscellany 

64 Commander at 
Gettysburg 

65 Dies — 

66 Cabbage salad 

67 Busybody 

68 Anecdote 

69 Mountain take 

70 Poet Teasdale 
and namesakes 

71 Cutter or 
coaster 


DOWN 

1 British spa 

2 Anchor position 

3 County Mayo's 
neighbor 

4 Sad sounds 

5 SmaH streamer 

6 Footless 

7 "Magnum P.l.” 
star 

8 Claw 

9 Distorted 

10 Toastmaster’s 
words 

1 1 Scotto specialty 

12 Spree 

13 Deep or high 
21 Ibsen character 
25 Fracas 

27 — du Vent 

29 Nap 

30 Gaunt 

31 Blunders 

32 Energy units 


33 Hard or soft 

34 On the briny 

35 Fluctuating 
37 Greek tetters 
40 " — each life..." 
•42 Those with the 

lowdown 
45 Pirate 
48 Bad times for 
batters 
50 Munched 
52 Phantom s 
hideout? 

54 Works on 
manuscripts 

55 Upright 

56 Lowland 

57 Innkeeper 

58 — podrida 

59 TeRer 
of tall 
tales 

61 Thought 

62 Privation 


Both vulnerable. North deals. was with East, needed 

NORTH every entry to nandifiie w^egomg 

± g 6 3 to bring home the iracfc\~ : . 

9 A 10 9 4 Assuming three spade^ieks, de- 

0 3 clarer ccndd count ^ve ; tric3cs in 

* A J 8 4 2 spadtt. beam and 

WEST EAST four more. and the obviot&^iit to 

*984 * Q 10 7 2 tackle was diarooi^.Howwotild 

9 K 8 7 2 9 Q 5 3 you manage the stiitrto-l^tbe re- 

0 Q 8 CK974 quired number of . 

* K 10 7 6 * Q 9 If diamonds were id'^at s~ I 

SOUTH there was little bope. So’ ti]e two 

* A J 5 possibilities to consider ;.were 4-2 

9 J 6 and 3-3 distributions^ Wii-an eVeri 

0 A J 10 6 5 2 distribution, fourtrickscbuW bede- 

*53 veloped no matterhcwthesmtwas 

The bidding: ■ played, so the only ^ probfei was. a 

North East South West 4-2 split. . ■ 

1 * Pass 1 0 Pass One way was to take a diamond 

19 Pass 2 NT Pass finesse. That would- work whenever 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass East held both diamond-honors 

Opening lead: Nine of * guarded twice. The otber^was to 

lead a diamond to the aceg fOUowed 
You don’t have to be a math ge- by a low diamond. That- would 
nius to find the best percentage guarantee four tricks whenever ei- 
plays at the table. Common sense ther defender held a doubleton dia- 
will lead you to the right path more mond honor. Since it was twice as 
often t han not. likely that West held a doubleton 

North’s decision to raise to three diamond honor than East having 
no trump is a bit pushy. However, precisely king-queen fourth m the 
the vulnerable game bonus was an suit, that was dec larer ’ s. choice . 
attractive carrot and our North was When West showed tipynth the' 
not the sort of player to resist queen on the second round, declarer 
temptation. " - - ^rashoine. A spade finesse provided 

West led a top-of-nothing nine an entry to force , out the king of 
of spades and declarer made an ex- diamonds, and the ace of spades 
cellent play by choosing to inn with allowed declarer to get back to the 
dummy’s king. The opening lead dosed hand to cash the rest of the 
made it likely the queen of spades suit. 


The bidding: ■ 

North East 

South 

West 

1 * 

Pass 

1 0 

Pass 

1 9 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Nine of * 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


nancin ranno annn 
fiiaranra nnriH Bnnn 
ranniao anna nnnn 
nan aaaa naaaan 
□non amnnra 
nnaman asaa nan 
□anna nman aaa 
omaaaaoaaaanaan 
nan anna aanaa 
□□□ nnnu □□naan 
nnrnnci nnnn 
□□□nan anon ana 
□nnn anno nranran 
nnnn anno nmmnn 
anna nnna anmaa 
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You will not be able to achieve alT 
you bad hoped to but you wiB stiD 
make quite good progress. Make 
sure you are not ungrateful. Have a 
good laugh at yourself but do not 
be frivolous. Be considerate. 


You will have Jots to do and you 
should make yourself a none too 
rigid plan of action. Wherever pos- 
sible try to avoid complications. 
And do try to get your priorities 
right. Be resolute. 


Therewfllbeplentytodobutjust 
get on with it, do not become flus- 
tered thinking about what remains 
to be done. Do not allow your stan- 
dards to diop just in order to gain a 
little speed. Make sure you do not 
take a favour for granted, return it. 


Do not attempt to Wame dthers 
for what yon wefl know is your own 
fault. You would do wefl not to 
dwell so much on the past but to 

think more about the future. Take a 
little more interest in-world affairs, 
not just in whatpertains to you. 


Ensure you are sitting comforta- 
bly and do not stretch your legs 
every now and then. An important 
matter should be dealt with right 
away. Your lucky numbers are 14 
and 28 . Think o f others as well as of 
yourself. Be less obdurate. 


Soroethingyou had been looking 
forward to will turn out to be rather 
disappointing. Make sure you do 
not do anything that is even slightly 
illegal. There is room forjost a little 
more optimism. Be reasonable. 


You should help your partner to 
match, expenditure with income. 
Try to avoid getting into a muddle 
and trynotto have too many things 
on your mind all at the same tim e. 


You will have a pleasant surprise 
m one respect but a disappointment 
in another. You would do well not 
to ' take everything .quite . so 
seriously. Make sure you do not 
leave any letters unanswered. Be 
sincere. 



Something that has been puz- 
zling you will now become much 
clearer. You will tend to be rather 
more forgetful so do not spurn 
making notes. And try not to get 
things out of order. Be more deter- • 
mined. 


You are liable to spend too long 
dealing with secondary matters. 
The more you can depend on your- 
self the better it will be. Listen 
carefully to what others are saying 
and act accordingly. Be moderate. 


You will find it rather' hard to 
concentrate and should make an 
extra effort to do so. Beware of 
nuilring ft promise you would find it 
hard to keep. Make sure you get 
enough rest and take sufficient 
exercise. Be generous. 


You most keep your wits very 
much about- you and you should 
not act on impulse. Try to void 
putting all your eggs tn one basket,, 
so to say. You will have some good 
luck but not quite in the way you 
had hoped. Be less impetuous. 



THE PLAGUE ... D6EAM RAE*... 
WAE AWE? PEACE _. C F MICE 
AWD M£U r ___ — ' 


T PLA6UE5 ! UAA6S- 
M!C£!? HCW CAM YOU 
£VEW LOOK. AT THOSE ?. 1 
JUST THE TITLES M-MfiXE 
ME WEewOtiSr 





'Boy, that takes me back! I haven't seen 
a suit like that for 30 years." 


"I always knew there was something 
different about yout.Charlie.’V 
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1 7-year-old confides she is a bercrin addict, schooled 

SSESp 5513255 

But narcotics are making a comeback, partly because tight social controls 
£ Sk^^fr C ° n0raiC rcf&m “ in 1978 - Nowbe« isOiat more evident 

$ craer8 ^ againand they are affecting our health as well 

. "* ^ Ct »* *«» of Yunnan 

Y unnao is on the fringes of the infamous Golden Triangle, one or the world's 
, u j *"* 

. . it is worrying. • 

"Not long ago wehtfl no heroin use but in the last few years this has become a 
senous problem, Chen said. 

tg (645 poTOfa) orhcroin ^ year - mort 

- Courts sentenced 69 people to death for drug trafficking in Y |jn nan last year 
and niany niore were tailed. A poster on a Kunming street announces the 
execution tate last month of one man caught with ! .7 kg (3.7 pounds) ofherohi 

In the town of Jinghong, about 70 km (45 miles) from Burma, similar notices 
• posted outside the court house proclaim jail terms orup to eight years for five 
men convicted of drug trafficking. Photographs show them on trial, their heads 
bowed and policemen at their side. 

There are no official statistics on the number ofdrug addicts in China, but in 
Yunnan alone the number is at least in the thousands. There are S38 patients at 
three officially sponsored drug treatment centres in the province, health officials 


Why Di and Fergie 
are fighting the flab 


. Medical cHnics also treat addicts, and police have other detoxification 
centres, little more than locked rooms where addicts lie in painful withdrawal, 
said people familiar with the drug trade. 

A doctor at a treatment centre said many users are unwilling to se ek help, 
fearing they will be turned over to police. 

“There are many more of them, 5 said a nurse. 

Among those who turn to drugs are relatively wealthy private businessmen as 
wdhu unemployed and disaffected youths, health officials said. 

Heroin is cheap by Western standards but costly for most Chinese at 50 yuan 

(10.50 dollars) a gram (one ounce) ~ half a month's salary for an average 
worker. That leads.to other social problems, such as theft, mirroring a pattern 
found in the West 


Most of the opium growing' and heroin refining operations 

f the border, Chinese officials said. But Western diplomats said 


_ _ are on the 

Burmese side of r 

che m icals used in refining, such as acetic anhydride, may come from China. 

Narcotics are moved into China through Wanding R niti , two towns 
along the Burmese border, carried by residents who are allowed to move bade 
andforth between the two countries with relative ease. 

Drugs are also moved across mountain trails along the border — far from the 
control of any government — or hidden in truck tyres or in big shipments of 
goods such as timber. 

For a single dangerous trip, a “mute" who carries the drugs across theborder 
can make as much as 20,000 yuan (4,200 dollars)— about 20 times the avenge 
annualincome. "• r: . 

“These people are being' paid to risk their lives, "-said a businessman familar 
with the trade. 

From dm border, the drugs move by road to Kunming. Police road blocks line 
the route and officers routmefy check identities of bus passengers and select 
baggage for inspection. 


ENGAGED: A plump Lady Diana Spencer with hus- 
band-to-be-Prince Charles. After her marriage, 
Diana began to slim 


SKINNY: Princess Diana arrives at a royal function 
with Pnnce Charles. Her off-the-shoulder dress 
revealed her dramatic loss of weight 



ROUND: Sarah Ferguson in London, before her 
marriage to Prince Andrew. Newspapers commen- 
ted about her ‘curvy’ figure 


ROYAL ROMANCE 1 Sarah Ferguson and Prince 
Andrew announce their engagement 


Indonesian businessmen urged to share wealth 


JAKARTA, Indonesia, (AP): For years, 
the country's leaders have admonished 
rich Indonesians not to flaunt their wealth 
with* luxury 
consumption. ^i+; £. 

' Now, President Suharto wants bnsmes-^ 
smen to help redistribute wealth by selling 
shares in their companies to co-operatives. 

Retired Adro. Sudomo, coordinating 
minister for general policy and security, 
said last year the slow spread of wealth was 
a greater danger to stability than- any 
political or military threat 
Sudomo said “The side effects ofecon- 
Ig-omic development" were not moving 
rapidly enough “to cope with ail the social 
problems so we can narrow the gap bet- 
ween. the rich and the poor.” 

Home Minister Ruaini declared in 1 988; 
“It is an insane idea for people to compete 
to build mansions similar to the White 
House. ... they are asocial.” 

The gap between rich and poor is great 
in tins nation of 178 million people, where 
a middle class began to emerge only in the 
last generation. Per capita income is less 
than $500. 

Last month. President Suharto said: 
“Of course we cannot avoid differences in 
levels of income and abilities, but these 
differences should not be allowed to grow 
into a social gap that is contrary to the 
spirit of togetherness. 

“We must recognize these differences 


and take steps to minimize them before i l is 
too late.” 1 

Suharto has promoted eo-operatives as 1 ‘ 
e- ideni - way Aohdp-thepoor ixfea land 
„ jyhere 70 percent of the people make their 
‘ ' imng in the countryside. 

In his annual budget speech m January, 
Suharto urged companies to sell 25 per 
ceutof their shares to Co-operatives so the 
co-ops could become a “national econ- 
omic force.” He suggested making loans to 
poorer co-operatives to help them buy the 
shares. 

Enshrined. in the constitution in the 
name of equitable economic participation, 
co-operatives were supposed to prop up 
the economy alongside state-owned enter- 
prises and private businesses. 

Indonesia has 34,000 co-operatives with 
about 26 million members. They were 
established to give small farmers the 
advantages of mass buying and marketing, 
and to help introduce modern methods in 
handicraft and cottage industries. 

Unfortunately, most co-operatives arc 
perceived as poorly managed, under- 
capitalized and burdened with bad debts. 
Of 6,000 rural credit co-ops. a 1 988 World 
Bank report said, “1 ,272 are insolvent but 
not entirely hopeless, while 1,658 are can- 
didates for dissolution or liquidation." 

Businessmen, startled by the idea of 
selling shares to co-operatives, dismissed 
the proposal as a response to criticism of 


powerful conglomerates. Others expres- 
sed hope that Suharto's suggestion was a 
pep talk' rather than a new government 

policy ofdivcstirifft- - - 

. “This is an appeal and not an entirely 
new policy," said Radius Prawiro. Co- 
ordinating Minister for Economy. Fin- 
ance and Industry. 

“Helping one another must not be 
spellcdoul by legislation. This is an appeal 
to the private sector to give cooperatives a 
chance to own part of the equity," be said. 

Prawiro and other senior officials said 
private companies would not be compelled 
to sell stock toco-operatives, but it was not 
made clear how such transfers might occur 
without compulsion. 

Business analysts said few privately held 
companies would voluntarily sell shares to 
rives or lend money to finance the 


Suharto’s proposal followed months of 
statements by economists, politicians and 
educators that efforts to deregulate the 
economy in recent years benefited big 
enterprises at the expense of small ones, 
especially of co-operatives. 

There were complaints that many of 
Indonesia's largest companies are con- 
trolled by ethnic Chinese, who make up 
less than 5 per cent of the population but 
have great influence. 

Any belief that the Suharto proposal 
would fade away ended with a major 


presidential gesture March 4. On that Sun- 
day, he was host on his farm at Tapos, 45 
miles (73 kilometres) south of Jakarta, to 
3 1 of Indonesia's businc^eadersygiost of 
them ethnic Chinese. 

“A more equitable distribution of 
incomes should be developed, together 
with growth and stability, otherwise social 
jealousy and upheaval may break out to 
annihilate all our achievements.” the Jak- 
arta Post quoted him as saying. 

He told the businessmen that con- 
glomerates were useful in fighting tough 
international competition, but should not 
become domestic monopolies because 
“they can also manipulate prices, causing 
the people to suffer,” the paper reported. 

Antara, the national news agency, 
quoted Suharto as saying “the govern- 
ment hopes the selling of shares to co- 
operatives will proceed smoothly. ... If the 
transactions do not run smoothly, the 
government will take measures to see to it 
thaL they do.” 

“If this fails to proceed, the existing gap 
will only give rise to social envy and social 
upheaval* "Antara quoted him as saying. 
“There wul thus be no winners.” 

Suharto told the businessmen the 
government would prepare a list of worthy 
co-operatives deemed to have the neces- 
sary financial resources. 

“Thai way.” he said, “you would not 
have to look for such co-operatives.” 


By Jane Fletcher 

THE pressure of living in the 
limelight has taken its toll on the 
figures ofPrincess Diana and the 
Duchess of York. 

That's the conclusion of Clare 
Williams, a professional slim- 
ming counsellor, who specialises 
in the link between emotional 
stress and weight problems. 

As the weight of Britain's 
glamorous young Royals see- 
saws she reckons their di*eating 
habits could lead them into bulky 
problems in the future. 

And already Di seems to be 
falling into the trap. 

Once nearly anorexic, the 26- 
year-old princess now has far 
more up front than she used to. 
On her recent holiday in Majorca 
she was spotted sporting a new 
pot-belly — fuelling rumours 
that she is eating too much. 

And Fergie isn't doing much 
better either. 

Clare, a former Samaritan, 
says: “I'm not just interested in 
what people eat. but h A v they are 
eating unhealthily. More often 
than not, there is an emotional 
cause. 

“Take Princess Diana and the 
Duchess of York, for example. 
Both of them have to live their 
lives in front of the cameras. 
Everything they do and say is 
reported in the newspapers. 

“That complete loss of privacy 
causes great anxiety and worry, 
which in turn leads to poor eating 
habits — either eating too much 
or too little. 

“After her marriage. Princess 
Diana lost all sense of a normal 
life. She must have wondered 
who she was meant to be. Sud- 
denly, from bong an unknown, 
plumpish teenager, she had to 
become the model wife and 
mother. She was forced to grow 
up very quickly. 

“And to live up to the role of 
the beautiful princess. Diana put 
herself on a strict diet But she 
took things too far and became 
so painfully thin, she suffered 
fainting fits in public. At one 
point, she looked in danger of 
becoming seriously ilL 

“As Princess Diana gradually 
adapted to her new role in life, 
she regained her sense of iden- 
tity,” says Clare. “She slowly 
became aware of who she was 
and overcame her shyness. NfiW->~- 
ber appetite is back , to normal 
and she appears to be a caring, 
mature young woman.” 

DTs early shyness was hardly 
surprising. Thrown into the 
reserved and regal confines of 
royal life at an age when most 
gills went to discos the pressure 
was tremendous. She couldn't 
speak, let alone laugh, when she 
wanted to. 

But over the years there have 
been signs she was growing used 
to her role. And despite her 
known hatred for public speak- 
ing she didn’t hesitate to scotch 
rumours in the press that she was 
.drinking too much. 

“I am not an alcoholic.” she 
said bluntly. It was an 
unprecedented outburst and 
proved the princess had really 
grown up. 

But now it seems the Duchess 
of York has also fallen victim to 
the pressure of being a royal 
favourite. Her fluctuating weight 
is causing more than a little con- 
cern among Royal circles. 

Clare says: “1 personally 


The lives of Princess 
Diana and the 
Duchess of York may 
seem glamorous , but 
the pressure of their 
royal duties are begin- 
ning to show says slim- 
ming expert Clare 
Williams . And as their 
weights see-saw , it 
could be leading them 
towards even bigger 
problems in the future . 


thought the Duchess had a lovely 
figure during her engagement to 
Prince Andrew, but the media 
obviously didn’t agree. There 
were references to her weight and 
hints she should slim. 

“People think being over- 
weight means the individual is 
undisciplined. Naturally, that 
isn't the type of image the 
Duchess wants to have, because 
as a member of the royal family, 
she always has to look totally in 
control of herself and her emo- 
tions. She must appear unflappa- 
ble and should never express 
‘unseemly' feelings, like anger, in 
public. 

“So, after her marriage, the 
Duchess shed those extra pounds 
until she became almost too thin. 
She was, and still is, under pres- 
sure to be perfect.” 

Before she was married Fcr- 
gic’s weight had never been a 

E roblem. She had enjoyed ski- 
olidays in the exclusive Swiss 
resort of Gstaad with her former 
boyfriend, racing driver man- 
ager Paddy McNally. 

The days had consisted of wild 
hours on the snow. But the even- 
ings had been even wilder.... with 
a non stop supply of champagne 
and a stream of jet set visitors. 

It was a life Fergie loved. She 
knew her marriage to Andrew 
would bring changes and 
problems and her weight has 
been just one of fhem- 
But it’s not just the royals who 
are at risk. Clare regularly 
receives letters from women who 
f "'try: too hard to live up to the 
-‘superwoman’ image and then 
turn to food for comfort when 
they fail. 

She says: “Nowadays there is 
an unhealthy insistence on look- 
ing beautiful. Women think they 
are inadequate unless they have 
super-slim figures. When they 
can’t conform, they often binge 
themselves on food — or starve 
themselves into shape.” 

Most women who come to 
Clare for help are grossly over- 
weight and have dieted without 
success. She admits: “I see many 
crash diet casualties, people who 
are so uptight about their figures 
they have limited their food 
intake to a dangerously low level. 

“Myjob is to find out why they 
are eating so barfly, because if I 
can get to the root of the problem 
and solve that, their weight 
usually corrects itself." 

Divorce, redundancy and 
poor relationships are among the 
many factors which can cause 
stress-related weight gain or loss. 

Clare says: “when people are 
referred tome, I always ask them 


about theirpersonal lifefor adue 
to their anxiety. 

“I know of one overweight 
woman, for example, who coul- 
dn't agree with her partner about 
having children. She knew her 
doctor wouldn't advise her to get 
pregnant until she slimmed 
down, so she deliberately kept 
herself grossly fat. That way she 
avoided the real issue. But it Look 
a while before she admitted it." 

Clare also highlights the (flight 
of one woman who dieted 
regularly, at her husband's insis- 
tence. but only ever lost a few 
pounds. 

Clare recalls: “The husband 
told his wife she was fa Land unat- 
tractive and that he wasn't 
interested in her anymore. The 
woman was afraid he was going 
to leave her and kept insisting 
that if she lost weight, the 
relationship would improve. 

“Bul then 1 discovered the hus- 
band was bringing home 
chocolate bars and doughnuts 
and although he pretended they 
were all for him. he was dearly 
trying to tempt his wife. 

“I realised he wanted to keep 
his wife very faL That way he had 
an excuse to play the field, but 
kept a secure home base too. He 
said her fat was ruining their 
marriage, but in fact it was just a 
scapegoat. That woman 
obviously needed marriage 
guidance, not strict dietary 
advice.” 

Clare would like to see over- 
weight people learning to assert 
themselves more. She believes 
that suppressing emotions, like 
frustration and unhappiness, is 
potentially damaging to their 
figures. 

“People with pent up feelings 
tend to stuff back their anger by 
consuming huge amounts of 
food," she says. 

“One obese woman had failed 
on all sorts of diets. Then she 
confessed her husband was 
working abroad, her mother-in- 
law kept telling her to slim and 
she'd been to see a psychiatrist! 
Under these conditions, it wasn't 
surprising she'd never success- 
fully lost weight- 

“She was obviously 'lonely, so I 
pul her in touch with a local 
group where she could make 
friends. Once her depression has 
lifted, it will be much easier for 
' -her to lose- weight.” 

Clare also counsels anorexics. 
She says: “People who take diet- 
ing to the extreme, particularly 
youngsters, often come from 
emotionally repressed families. 
Thqy are under pressure to do 
well at school and when they fed 
they can't cope, they express 
their frustrations by refusing to 
caL 

“They need the chance to say 
how they really fed. Until this 
happens, its unlikdy their health 
will pick up.” 

As well as giving her cheats 
counselling, Clare advises them 
to drop crash diets and to follow 
a healthy eatrogplan instead. 

She adds; “Three well-balan- 
ced and nutritious meals a day is 
the answer. These should include 
plenty of fresh fruit and vegeta- 
bles, skimmed milk and high- 
fibre foods. And fried foods 
should be substituted by grilled 

But the occasional lapse — 
even in royal circles — won't do 
too much harm. Clare confesses: 
“life is not worth living without 
a few treats." 


Medical News From Britain 

All set to beat cancer drug resistance 

*,«. whirh eancer cells become drug resistant and so kifl many 


tims that had earlier responded to treatment . ot tne i ou.wu 
tcer deaths in the UK, 90,000 are the result ofdrug resistance, 
aid Wolf bead of the UK. Imperial Cancer Research Fund s 
mlecular pharmacology and drug metabolism laboratory, 
11 SStat c^cer, for example chono «> 
II visible siens of the tumour,- but one or two cancer ecus 
d K ™SS invariably re-grows. The is an area of acquired 
X£e we can come tantalising dose to a cure, but we 
S there We therefore need to understand why the result 
[^r^to phenomenon occuriflg* or alternatively to 

AdrilmHSris. head oflCRFs clinical unit 
Are^autioiSy optk^tic that they now luiow the mechanBm 
R search in Britain and elsewhere has identified a 

c * Us - dn cl^ 

>roteins th . m Drug resistant cells and many 

^^Cn^^nSvScaUyhighl^ofGSTa, 

hepumpmg.actiono^^P^^ pressul *, block 


ifbL^S£«SwiSth e newly-found resume* mo<Wymg 
I, but studies m ^ me Jodsto treatment. I have no doubt 

Otto and work normal 



Under the spell of a safari in Kenya 


The Amendment, by Sue Robinson 
(Birch Lane Press, 237 pp^ $17.95) 

THE year is 1998 and it's against the law 
— by constitutional amendment — for 
women to have abortions or doctors to 
perform them, unless it is to prevent the 
death of the mother. 

That's the essence of The Amendment, 
a first novel by Sur Robinson. 

Led by First Lady Mary Holt Morgan 
and her rights for the unoom league, the 
anti-abortion movement succeeded on a 
national level. 

But Article 27 of the US constitution 
also led to back alley abortion clinics, 
including one where young Hillary Fos- 
ter and her abortionist. Dr Michael 
Green die in an abortion police squad 
raid. 

What follows is the revenge sought by 
Hillary's mother, Frances Reed Foster, 
and friends: kidnap the first lady and 
hold her for $100 million ransom, money 
to be used to set up an exile abortion 
clinic in Sweden. 

For the most part the novel works, 
partly because it revolves around one of - 
the most controversial and gut-wrench- 
ing issues of the past two decades and 
partly because none of the characters are 
particularly sympathetic. 

Robinson raises serious questions 
about abortion rights. But the answer she 
provides is less than satisfying. 

Deadly Safari, by Karin McQuillaii 
(St Martin's 293 pp^ $17.95) 

The jacket of Deadly Safari by Karin 
McQuillan contains so much fulsome 
-praise from well-known writers that you 
know it can't possibly be that good. 

Wrong. His. 


McQuillan kills off two members of a 
small African safari, leaving what 
amounts to five suspects. Then she keeps 
the suspense goingfor nearly 300 pages, 
teasing the reader into agreeing with 
safari company owner JazzJasper as she 
suspects each of her clients in turn. 

Thai alone would make this book hard 
to put down, bul McQuillan has another 
way of seducing readers as well. She 
obviously knows and loves Africa, and 
makes Kenya's people, animals and lan- 
dscape an important part of the story. It’s 
all so subtly done that you probably will 
be halfway to bookingyourown safari or 
writing a check to a save-the-wildlife 
group before the spell wears off. 

MtQuiUan is writing a second book 
and if she comes up with another as 
satisfying as this one, she and Jasper are 
in for a lot of repeat business. 

The Zani Murders, by Kelly Fero 
(Texas Monthly Press, 322 pm S 17.95) 

* The Zani Murders is the compelling, 
suspenseful tale, well told, of a serial 
killer and thedogged homicide detectives 
who pursue him. 

What begins in 1980 as a routinecredit 
card scam investigation by police in Aus- 
tin, Texas, leads to a trail of unsolved 
murders and the conviction of a bizarre 
killer, Robert Joseph Zani. 

The story belongs, however, to the two 
homicide detectives, Robert Martinez 
and Paul Ruiz. Their tenacity, inves- 
tigative skills and relentless pursuit of 
Z^ni make the stoiy, as told by author 
Kelly Fero, a first-rate detective’ read. 

Fero, a former crime reporter and 
magazine editor, offers fast-paced writ- 
ing and the occasional literary turn of a 


phrase while skillfully painting scenes 
with rich detail. The book is a first effort 
for Fero and he may have found his 
niche. 

He shrewdly make the police inves- 
tigation the focus of his story rather than 
the crimes, for the killings and Zani him- 
self are not sufficient to carry the book. 

Ultimately, a disappointment is that 
Fero doesn't offer enough illumination 
on Zani's life and twisted motivations. 
He remains, at book's end, a shadowy 
figure. 

But for I usciously detailed crime inves- 
tigation reporting, this is detective non- 
fiction at its best. 

Randall Jarrell: A Literary Life, by 

Williain HL Pritchard 

(Farrar Straus Giroux, 338 pp^ 525) 

Selected poems, by Randal Jarrell Ed. 
By William H. Pritchard — Farrar 
Straus Giroux. 1 12 pp., 519.95). 

Biographer William Pritchard's 
project is not an easy one. In an examina- 
tion of the writings of Randall Jandl, he 
wants to convince readers that th poet is 
equal to his contemporaries Robert 
Lowell and Elizabeth Bishop. 

Pritchard's strategy is two-fold. There 
is first the narrowly focused but admira- 
ble biography. Randall Jarrell: A 
Literary Life, in which he examines the 
writer'swork in thecontextof alife thatis 
refreshingly free of the bizarre and disor- 
dered. 

Then, Pritchard has edited winnowed 
the 500 pages of the 1969 Complete 
Poems down to a canon of 50 of the best, 
presented in Selected Poems. 

BulPritchard's task is a daunting one. 
Jarrell quickly established a reputation 


as the premier critic and reviewer of the 
post- World War II era, and as an acute, 
witty, penetrating and acerbic writer. 
While his poetry was welcomed and 
widely printed, it never gained the 
reputation of his criticism. 

There are reasons for that. Jarrell was 
not as good a poet as he was critic. While 
Selected Poems should win Jarell a new 
audience and renew appreciation among 
old readers, it also reveals his shortcom- 
ings — principally his failure to develop a 
distinct voice. 

Still Pritchard is at least half success- 
ful. The biography is an unflinching but 
judicious look at Jarrell in relation to his 
works and a good guide to their making. 

His Little Women, by Judith Rotssuer 
(Summit, 366 pjL, 519.95) 

Nell the heroine in Judith Rossner’s is 
looking for the truth and hoping to set 
the record straight about her Hollywood 
producer father. 

Ego and ambition fuelled her father 
and ego had this womanizer involved in 
three marriages, which produced four 
daughters — nis little women. 

But rejection makes one bitter and 
Nell writes a novel that lands the whole 
dan in court over in a libel trial. There is 
an acquittal but was the novel fiction? 

His Little Women , by the author of 
Looking For Mr Goodbar. is a dramatic, 
vivid account of Lhe intricacies of exten- 
ded and abandoned families. 

But love is sometimes blind and the 
best facts can blur into fiction as Nell 
finds out. This is a strong piece of work 
with dramatic prose ana insight about 
the lines between fact and fiction. 


The ThingsTheyC^iried, by Thm O’Brien 
(Houghton Mifflin, 273 pp., 519.95) 

The popular wisdom is that writers 
should write what they know. For Tim 
O’Brien, that's obviously his experiences 
in the Vietnam war as a 23-year-old foot 
soldier. 

O’Brien’s first book on Vietnam, If / 
Die in a Combat Zone, was one of the 
earliest memoirs on the war and was 
widely acclaimed. His Going After Cac- 
ciato won a national book award in 1 979. 

His latest offering is everything bit as 
brilliant and memorable, even though it 
is not original material. 

This beautifully written book is a 
sequence of previously published short 
takes about his army platoon, but it adds 
up to an emotional and painful account 
of the effects of war on men. 

Perhaps the most disturbing chapters 
are the back-to-back “notes” and “in the 
field” 

In the later, O'Brien recalls the dismal 
night his platoon mistakenly set up in a 
muddy field that was used by local 
villagers as an outdoor toilet. An enemy 
mortar attack killed an Oklahoma 
buddy, known only as Kiowa, whose 
body literally sank from sight in the 
waste and was not recovered until the 
next day. 

In tne “notes” chapter, O'Brien 
related the difficulty platoon member 
Norman 3owker, haunted by Kiowa’s 
death, experienced in trying to adjust to 
post-war civilian life in Iowa. 

Bowker later took his own life, leaving 
no note or message. Said his mother, 
“Norman was a quiet boy, and I don’t 
suppose he wanted to bother anybody.” 
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Criss-cross fun 
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Write the names of the four objects in the blank boxes 
below. Then complete the crossword by writing each 
object's name in the blank squares beside each picture. 
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The right order 

Number each set of pictures 1 , 2 and 3 so that they tell the story in the 
correct order. 


Dear Junior Readers, 

Your hands ore great comers of germs. For 
reasons of hygiene you must wash them 
regularly, especially before meals. 

Looking after your hands means looking 
after your nails as well. When you cut your 
fingernails you should follow the shape of 


your finger. Do not cut them straight across 
the top. Afterwards file them carefully so 
thcf there are no rough edges to catch in 
your clothing. 

If you grow your noils long and paintthem 
with nail varnish, you will find that they 
become very brittle and break easily. 
However, nail vamrsft does give your nails 


an extra protection coat. 

Do notbiteyour nails. You might tedrthem 
and hurtyour hands, if you have o hang-nail 
never bite, or pull it off. Cut ft off, verycloselo 
the skirv with a pair of scissors. If It is sore, 
cover it with an etastoplas#. 

Only push your cuticles bock after a hat 
bafti your skin Is very soft, and less 


likely tocrack. 

Your skin is d= baffler %&Sp germs 
entering your body. <^^^«aichyow; 

especially on your . harid^ tire in ' 
contact with so many thirds, d/etyday. : 

. r : ;.- 


Amazing facts 

As the earth whirls round on its axis a spot on the Equator moves 
at over 1000 mph. 

Written English contains 10.000 words but the better educated 
person uses no more than 5,000 words when speaking. 

The belfry of the church ofKjppen, Scotland, is the only part of 
the structure still standing, and is covered with centuries of ivy. 

A day at 
the beach 


BRONZE 

CANDY 

CHINA 

LEATHER 

PAPER 

CORAL 

PEARL 

COTTON 

POTTERY 

CRYSTAL 

RUBY 

DIAMOND 

SAPPHIRE 

EMERALD 

SILK 

FRUIT 

SILVER 

GOLD 

STEEL 

IVORY 

TIN 

LACE 

WOOD 

WOOL 


Wordsearch 

ANNIVERSARY TIME 
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BCPEARLAT S Y R C 
X J K B L M N E A P ?A A 
E M E R A L ONCE vT U N 
R B K O R P I VO R Y V D 
I A L N O H A M K J E:>N Y 
HOI Z C C M P L TiV R 
POSENROA E O U T E 
P O A B C S N T EH K S V 
A W T N Q A D B T V OiP L 
S O B T I N L I S O N G I 
C O E Y E G U D J C .N O S 
ALNH I REHT A EL T 
J W O X F C Y B U D F D R 


Questions you’d like to ask 


1 . Rosa went to the beach on Monday and saw 73 people, on 

Tuesday and saw 92 people, on Wednesday and saw 68, and 
on Thursday and saw 39. How many did she see in all? 

2. As she walked along the beach sh e coHe cted shells and small 
pieces of driftwood. She found 7!Tsfie!ls and 33 pieces of 
driftwood. How many more shells than driftwood did she 


3. When she got hungry she bought a hotdog for $ 1 . 25, a bag of 

french fries for49c and a large cola for 59c. She gave the lady a 
five dollar bill. How much change did she get back? 

4. Rosa worked on her tan each day: Monday from 1 0 to 1 2: 10, 

Tuesday from 1 to 3:40, Wednesday from 1 1 to 2:01, and 
Thursday from 1 1 to 1 2 and 1 to 3:33. How much time did she 
lay in the sun? • 

5. There were 7 children by the water. Each child built 3 

sandcastles. How many castles were down by the water?. 

6. As Willy the Whale watched from the water, he counted the 

number of beach towels he saw. He saw 17 plain ones, 19 
striped ones, 32 with designs and 24 with dots. How many 
towels did he see? 



Does my body have anydiing to 
do with how I feei? , 

Yes, if you have a cold or a headacHft ypu 
might feel tired or grumpy, it you had agood^ ' 
night’s sleep, you’ll probably feel wide awake 
and full of energy. 1 . : i> .. : 



Poem 


Draw round a plate onto rbin card 
and copy the pattern below./ 

^ cut 
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DO YOU KNOW THE MAN? 

Do you know the man with the flowers growing 
Out of the top of his head? 

Yellow flowers. 

Purple flowers. 

Orange, green, and red. 

Growing there 
Just like hair 

Out of the top of his head. 

(Yes, you heard just what I said— 

Out .of the top of his head.) 

Shel Silverstein 



















JUNIOR TIMES 


The hospital 

[ •• 

Colour the picture. 


ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, MAY 1, 1990 


Scuba-Diving Subtraction 




Subtract. 

15 

-10 



16 
- 8 


D 10 

- 4 


Find the words. Write them, 



13 
- 8 



11 
- 5 


13 
- 6 



12 
- 6 





Join the dots 

Resting. 
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The wonderful nature 
in the country 

The wonderful nature in the country is not so hard to find, 
’cause everywhere you’ll see. 

The wonderful grass and trees in the gardens. 

And the fields drinking the river’s tea. 

You can feel the wonderful cool air. 

Blowing in your face. 

And don’t minds if the breeze blows your hair, 

'cause you can tie it with a lace. 

Oh! and in the beautiful countries 
The wheat fields sway. 

And the rivers rush up to your feet, 
and greets you with saying “Hey!” 

And when you climb a hill in a country. 

You will see the beautiful countryside below you. 

And below the houses. Farinaz K. Simika 

will look beautiful too. VB 

Carmel School 


Maaic for beginners 

SMOKE WITHOUT FIRE 



$ • 




ur. 


) r P 


MARCO 


THE MAGICIAN 

403708, GOA. INDIA. 


cko 

^ j 


,s j{| * THE MAGICIAN EXPLAINS TO HIS AUDIENCE 
'"THAT THERE CANNOT BE SMOKE WITHOUT FIRE. 
RUBS HIS THUMB AND FORE FINGER. CLOUDS OF 
SMOKE EMIT FROM HIS FINGER TIPS. 


Fjy. fr 








Ftg-C 


Fij.B 


SECRET: COLLECT SOME USED MATCH BOXES AND PEEL THE STRIKING 
PAPER OF THE BOXES AS SHOWN IN FIG "A". COLLECT THEM 
ON A CLEAN ASH TRAY AS IN "B». BURN ALL THE STRIKING PAPERS 
AS IN ’•< ■’ AND THROW AWAY ALL T1IE CARBON FROM TilE ASH 1 RAY. 
TOUCH THE STICKY SUBSTANCE WITH YOUR FORE FINGER AND RUB IT 
; WITH THUMB. 

j CAUTION: WASH YOUR HANDS AFTER YOUR PERFORMANCE. 
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A1 Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 24000151 


Faiwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


AL-FAJER 

TAXI 

Salmiya 


TEL: 5747588 
5747587 
5747599 
Call Taxi 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 


Teh 2401908 -2407677 
2451489 - 2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The All Real Estate 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


MABUHAY 




Door-to-Dooi Service 
by Sea and Air 


Contact Baby 

Canada Dry _ , 4847937, 
Street, Talfl: 4817708, 
I^Shnwmikh 4837650^ 


International 
Travel Corporation 

OFFERS YOU 


1 . TICKETING SERVICE 

2. MONEY REMITTANCE 

3. AIR & SEA CARGO WORLD- 
WIDE 

4. CUSTOMS CLEARANCE 

5. PACKING-FORWARDING & 
0. SPECIAL SERVICE DOOR 

TO DOOR TO PHILIPPINES 


Ask for Connie ond Iqbal 
Contact TeL Nos. 2407283, 2447085 


FOR RENT 


Salw— 1 floor (spacious) 

Salw— 2 floor with gffltien 
SaJwa — 2 storey with garden 
Jdbrtya —2 storey wflh gatden 
Wshrff— 2 storey wWi garden 
Shamlya— 2 storey 


550 

600 

BOO 

650 

800 

400 


Villas, 1(2 villas & deluxe flats are 
aha available in Dasnta, Bayou, 
Jabriya and ah areas of Ktrwait. 


Contact TeL 2429380, 2457834, 
2430707 RM. 


ASIAN CARPETS 


' Selected handmade carpets & rugs from:- 


WANTED 


A well-experienced 

Nanny 

with transferable residence io take 
care at 1 1 month's boy. Good 
salary. Contact personally and 
submit application with 
photographs. 

Somtya - Satan M Mubarak Si. 
Spring BMg., (Qpp. Zataro Complex), 
Office No. 209-210 Hrat floor. Tata: 
5742239 -Uzhl 


REQUIRED 


for immediate employment 

1 Secretary /Typist 
1 Driver 

With transferable visa, good 
knowledge of English must for 
secretary. 

Contact personally and submit 
application. 

FaiMlwei, DabbooiSfr, BI<U«HHrAi-| 
Da boot (Opp. AltaoooO 1st floor, 

FM No. 1. TtL 3923393, 3923383 
—2 pm to 5 pm— Mr Salome /Mr 
Kboo. 


ALGHANIM 
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United Trading Agency ) 

We are ready and able to support your 
ambitions towards immigrating and settlement 
in 



Iran-Afghanistan-Kashmir-Pakistan 
Turkcy-China-Caucasian-Tribal rugs & 
Kilims. 

VERY LOW PRICES 

Shop: Mezzanine Floor, Hotel Holiday Inn. 
Time: Sat to Thu: 9 am -12 & 4-9 pm. 
FRIDAY: 4 to 8 pm only. 


REQUIRED 


Specialised maintenance 
technicians for central A I 
C, refrigerators and 
washing machines, IV 
and video. 

Full time or part-time 


Can TeL 4333888/ 
433001 3, 3 to 8 pm 


REQUIRED 

IMMEDIATELY 

STRUCTURAL 
DESIGN ENGINEER 


Al Qurain Automotive Trading v 
requires 

FOR THEIR PARTS DIVISION 

1. Outdoor salesman (American cars parts). 

2. Outdoor salesman (power fools). 

3. Auto parts specialist. 


Applicants should telephone 48 35909 or 
4810844 for interview. 


WANTED 

LADIES SPEC1AUST 

TAILORS 

LADIES0R GENTS. 

FULLTIME 
OR PART-TIME 

TEL 5333443 


CANADA. 


Full time or part-time 
5 years' experience In B.S.8 1 1 0 1 
design code. 


LOCAL AGENTS ARE NEEDED 


Please contact: 5722467 for arranging an appointment 


Write NOW In full confidence 
to: The G. Manager, P.0. Box 
22087, Salat, Kuwait. 


IT’S SHOWTIME! 


Starring . . . 

The Latest English and Tag a log Blockbusters in Video as well as | 
best sellers 

Co-Starring . . . 

Quality copies at cheaper rental rates Only 750 fils 
Featuring . . . Thrilling Membership Fees 
KD 10 /month = 40 tapes 
KD 35/year = 100 tapes 

Nov Showing at: 

UNITED VIDEO 

Munhaheda Complex, SaJhJya, Kuwait, Tele; 2401311 


I 

A 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 


with valid Kuwaiti driving 
licence and transferable 
residence (article 18 ). 
Applicant must understand 
and speak English fluently 
and can drive small pickups, 
carry and deliver material. 


Applicants to call 2421327 
(personnel) for appointment. 



KING OF FLOWERS 
CO. 


•=ss= 


Please visit now. 

Tel: 3919418, 5745255. 


WANTED 


ONE EXPERIENCED 

ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTSMAN 

with very good command of autocad for Arab 
organizations headquarters building project. 

Eligible candidates may contact the following 
persons between 8.00 to 1 6.00 on telephone 
4839134/5 Eng. EKe Hani or Mr. Sunil Day. 


REQUIRED 

DIESEL MECHANIC 
HELPER 

with some experience and 
a clean up man with 
transferable visa. Must 
know to speak English. 
Good working condition 
ond good salary. 

Tel: 4742105 
9am -5 pm 


Agent 


MAN PRODUCTS. 

USB0D25MK: 80386 Systtm 
U990O laaftaxraSXSyown 
U3700VS *9*b 00286 Syswn 
10700 12Wz 93286 Spanm 
U520O i2M*upmpeoaae 
DHOOST Conaxnrt DO&jaS'suXJty 


CXS5-AJ Fanf Supports 
The complete UNTTRON Range of 
personal conipuboft offering pftNcssiODaJ 
support A service. 

* Very aflioethre low prices 

* A8 coaGgimkim available 

* All Bcceraories avalfabie 


ADVERTISE 
IN THE 
ARAB TIMES 
FOR 
BETTER 
RESULTS 



for Buying and Selling through 
the Arab Times Classified Pages 


Accommodation 

purses 

bicycles 

@utboard Engines 

Cars 

(pets 

drivers 

duality Controllers 

jflectricaJ Appliances 

Refrigerators 

furniture 

§ofas 

(garden Tools 

T ransport 

household Items 

(Umbrella 

interpreters 

Villas 

Jobs 

^N/aiters 

|}{itchen Cabinets 

Xylophone 

Labourers 

Yachts 

Maids 

Zoologists 


For more details, 

Ring the Arab Times Classified Department. 
4816326/7 



ARAB Times NEWS IS OUR BUSINESS 


WANTED 


1) Highly experienced qualified 
and certified WELDS 

2) Highly experienced and 
qualified GEODETIC SURVEYOR 
for sutveylng high rise 
bulldings/towerei etc. 


All candidates must have 
transferable residence. 

Interested, ptaase caK Tel: 
4767806/7 for on Interview. 



Af-Naaeeb & Khattar 


IBAKAMiKAPAG 
CARGO ANG 
PI NAG - USAPAN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

4 484-6000 


href 


IV 


! \J 


hp 


•s'- 


£2 


r . r .ij LrtVLj> 

Ai-Naqeeb & KhattarCo.W.I.I. 


Airfreight your personal effects 

DOOR TO DOOR 


484-6009 




The Most 
Controversial 
Horror Film Ever 
Is Finally Here! 


1EATRERMCE 


itaknsaasnfes&atH 


Nr. Llnr Crnnu 



^ uaisw,... 

the\iide®club 

SALMIAH. TEL 5724372# SALHfYA COMPLEX. TEL. 2432809 .. 
SAFEWAY FARWANIYA. TEL 4341166#F1NTAS TOWERS. TEL 3710218 


A** 


.-s sr.:c^ 


ilT?*-" -, v 
^ — >*•* " • ■ 


* C-- 


ACCOMMODATION 




Available 


SALMIYA. Salem Al Mubarak 
Street in front of Petrol Station, 
House No. 6. Block 12. Street 2. 
2 large rooms in a 3 -bed room new 
flat 2 toilets. 1 kitchen for a 
family/working girts to share with 
a Filipino family. Rent KD80 each 
room. Contact personally. 

(AT6-52269-6) 
FARWANIYA. One room for 
one/two decent bachelors. Rent 
KD 50/60. Tele 4714911 ext 35 
or come to: Advani Building, 
behind the Telephone Exchange, 
besides Ration Shop, Flat-4. 

(AT3-52409-3) 
OMARIYA. Very near to airport 
road. One room for Indian or 
Pakistani family only. Rent KD50 
inclusive of water and electricity. 
Tele. Mohamood. 4736004. 

(AT4-52428-3) 

SALMIYA. Accommodation for a 
single Indian bachelor to share 
with other bachelors. Bus routes 
15. 19. 30. 24. 45. Tele. 5749750, 
10 am -9 pm. 

(AT2-52398-3) 
ABBASIYA. Behind the 
Telecommunication. One large 
room in one flat with vyater. elec- 
tricity and tefe. facilities for a cou- 
ple or working ladies. Indian or Sri 
Lankan. Bus routes 507, 21. 39. 
Rent KD 45. Tele. 4310188 - 
4334316. 

(AT3-524T7-3) 
MAJDAN Hawalli. Accommoda- 
tion for a lady or working girl to 
share with an Indian family. Bus 
routes 30. 1 09. 14. T ele. after 2 pm. 
5633998. 

(AT3-52403-3). 
QADISIYA. Area 9. Al-Hatten 
Street House No. 28. One room 
with water and electricity for a 
family. Bus routes. 16, 18. 14. 37. 


REQUIRED 

Afastandffllcient 

wordprocessor 

typist 

to work full or half day 
on Saturdays. 

Please contact: 

^ 2426686 ^ 
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CAPRICE 197& AC. engine and 
gear in excellent condition, regis- 
tered., up to Feb 1991. KD. 450. 
Tele. 4337204: • 

. . CAT3-52408-2) 


Eaten 


Miscellaneous 


• ‘-IT. ” r 

• : Jl 

-■.••’rir’. 


SOFA set. C9 9eats).. Benytone 
radio cassette and carpets. Must 
sell now. Tete. 5320492. 

(AT2-52394-31 

RICOH KR-10 camera. Yashica 
AF camera, steef beds, belt mas- 
sager. Hohner accordian. floor 
lamps. Sarisui speakers. Pioneer 
: amplifier, National TV booster. LP 
music records, floor fan, Tefal bur- 
ger maker. Tele. 2426142, after 5 
pm. 

(AT2-52396-3) 






LOST 


'■'!C ■' .. . 


PASSPORT No. F843601 in the 
name of Abdul Rashid Abdul 
Hamid Mukadam, Indian. Finder 
please Tete. 5624658. 

CAT2-52399-3) 


.a.,-.. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


EDITING: English papers. bro- 
chures, pamphlets forms? etc. 
Leave name and phone number at 
4838267. if no answer. 

(AT4-52426-3) 


r>. lk I,’ 
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502. Contact Mr Suriny persona 1 [y 
after 5 pm. 

CAT3-52416-3) 

For Rent 

SITUATIONS 

Wanted 

V*re?A ; 
'■urr/i • - 
:%.■! 7 

JABRIYA. One. apartment in new 
villa — 3 bedrooms, living room, 
dining room and 2 bathrooms. 
Tele 532 1630 after 5 pm. 

(AT3-52401-3) 

MAID with references, seeks job 
with European family, fluent in' 
English. Employer leaving the 
country. Tele 5382931. between 
8.30 am and 1 pm. 

fATA 41 

•^ it—. 

Ac^V: 
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MISHRIF. European style half villa 
— 4 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, car- 
peted and curtains. KD 410 Tele. 
5381191. 


10 YEARS experience English 
speaking maid, looking for a part- 
time job or to live in. Tele. 


italic' \V 
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CAT3-52400-3) 
VILLA: A 4 bedroom excellent 
house, with quality twthrooms. 
built in cupboard. For details Tele. 
4744266. 

(AT3-52407-3) 

5658488, 10am -5 pm. 

(AT4-52413-3) 

SERVICES 

FSc-r-J 5 

V: 

V. v - 

Tuition 

•) .* i-: 

FOR SALE 

ENGUSH..Tele. 4838267. 

■E HKHi 


Cars 

Transport 



TOYOTA. 1985. 4 runner white. 
First owner since new, insured up 
to 1/1991, in perfectcondrtion AC 
with sunroof KD 1200. Call Raza. 
245 1213. 1 30 -4.30 pm only. 

(AT3-52412-3) 
CHEVROLET Caprice 1979 
model in immaculate condition, 
white with red interior/hardtop. 
insured up to 2/1991. KD 1000. 
serious buyers only. Call 
56531 55. 1 .30 - 3.30 pm only. 

CAT3-52411-3) 
HONDA Civic 1985. 2 doors in 
excellent condition. Owner leav- 
ing Kuwait KD 800 or nearest 
Offer. Tele. 2448725 Off: 2648253 
Res. 


i£ f 1 


TRANSPORT required from 
Salwa Area to Kuwait City 8 - 5 
pm; Tele. Mr. Charles.2444571 . 

(AT3-52414-3) 


REQUIRED immediately for one 
person from Arab Times office, 
Shuwaikh at 1 pm for new Khaitan 
and from Khaitan at 4 pm for 
Shuwaikh. Tele. Shahriar. 
4816326. 481 6327.8.30am- 1 pm. 
4:30 -7 pm. 

•CAT3-TM-3) 



REQUIRED for a lady from 1st of 
May .1, from Salmiya, Indian 
School to Shuwaikh Arab Times 
office, 1 1 am - 1 pm. Tele. 
4813566. ext 272, 1 1 am - 7 pm. 

CAT2-SH-TM-3J 
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Food: the 



caterer's 
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BARCELONA, Spain, April 30, 
(Reuter): Joseph Maria Prieto is 
preparing to cater for a rather 
large family gathering— the 1 992 
Barcelona Olympics. 

Prieto expects to provide 
about two million meals over 30 
days to the ‘Olympic family,’ of 
athletes; journalists, judges, 
volunteers and guests scattered 
over the dty, many of them with 
special diets. 

“We must not forget any 
detail, so we can avoid any surpr- 
ise/’beiaid. 

Prieto, head of catering for the 
Barcelona Olympic Organising 
Corrtmi ttee (Coo b), knows he is 
facing a logistical nightmare. 

- Suppliers need plenty of time 
to build up their stocks in 
advance. 

“If we assume we have to 
provide 250 grams of meat a day 
to some 15,000 people, we will 
need more than 100,000 kilos of 
meat. You can’t find this over- 
right,” he said. ’ 

And organisers will have to 
specify the cuts of meat they 
want how thick the steak and 
from what pan of the animal, so 
that butchers can do their work. 

At the moment , Prieto is lar- 
. gely working on hypotheses of 
what will be needed, how much 
and where but final estimates 
have to be drawn up before the 
end of this year for things to be 
; ready lb time for the Games. 

. ..From past experience, he 
predicts that some 31 per cent of 
the ‘Olympic family," will come 
from Eastern and northern 
Enrope,19 per cent from the 
UhitedStates, Britain, Australia 
. and^New Zealand, 15 per cent 
from the Far East, 13 per cent 
frinh the Mediterranean, 12 per 
centfrom Africa and 10 per cent 
from Latin America. 

The organisers’ guiding prin- 
ciple is to provide the widest 
range of food available in keep- 
ing with the Olympic philosophy 
of uniting people through the 
games. . 

Eaten 

.As ah example of his commit- 
ment to that aim; Prieto says>e_ 
hopes to provide at least three 
quarters of many (Efferent types 
of bread eaten around the world. 

In . practice, during . any 
24-hour period, guests will be 
able to choose from a variety of 
foods which will take into 
account their habits, religions, 
training diets and personal tas- 
tes. 

Although Coob has overall 
respbnsibilty for catering, tbe 
work will be sub-contracted to 
specialist firms which need to be 
inspected and licensed well in 
advance so that-planning can be 
carried out in lime for tbe 
Games. • 

Prieto expects quality control 

- to be one of the biggest heada- 
ches, given the problem of main- 
taining acceptable standards of 

: hygiene when serving food dur- 
ing the hot Mediterranean sum- 
mer. ' 

“It would be a disaster if any- 
thing went wrong»-he said. 

- “Athletes and officials will be 
scattered during the day among 
44 sites 1 in Barcelona and the 
surrounding region. Between 
July II and August 2, Prieto 
expects only 59 per cent of the 

15.000 residents to be at the 
Olympic village during the day, 
with the rest taking pan in their 
events. 

Gold packed lunches will be 
taken in refrigerated lorries to 
competitors at their venus. 

Prieio, expects the Spanish 
catering industry, used to feeding 
millions of tourists, to take the 
bulk of the contracts. He says 
firms will not necessarily be 
chosen on the basis of past 
experience. 

One relief is that he is not 
incharge of feeding the estimated 

400.000 people expected to 
attend the Games. .' 

*Tvegotenough todo without 
thaL"'he said. 

And >another relief is that he 
will not have to wonry about 
'providing alcholic drinks and 
cigarettes — both are banned 
from the sale on the Olympic 

premises. 

Candy Glen wins 

ROME, April 30, (Reuier): 
Jockey Gary Moore and owner 
.Amino Balzarini took Italian 
Guineas honours for the second 
successive week when Candy 
Glen won thePremioParioh.the 
Italian 2,00 Guineas, by length 

and quarter yesterday. 

Last week the pair won the 
fillies* classic with the Italian" . 
trained Atoll. Candy Glen is 
trained by Newmarket trainer 
Christian Wall, who enjoyed his 
first classic success. 

Local horse My Robert, nd- 


Lakers edge Rockets 


Bulls outclass Bucks 



Kevin Johnson: scored 22 points tor Suns 


INGLEWOOD. California. 
April 30. 1 APV. James Worthy had 
32 points, including five straight 
in the final 1 minute. 19 seconds 
yesterday as the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers overcame a 1 7-point halftime 
deficit to beat Houston 104-100. 

The win made Pat Riley the 
winningest coach in piuyofT his- 
tory and gave the Lakers a 2-0 
lead in the best-of-fivc scries, 
which switches to Houston for 
games tomorrow and Thursday. 
The rockets won both regular- 
season meetings at the Summit 
against the Lakers this year. 

The Lakers trailed 65-48 at hal- 
ftime but turned it up in the 
second half behind a defense that 
held the Rockets to 17 points in 
the third quarter and 18 in the 
fourth. 

• TheirreprcssibleCharles Bark- 
ley toweled the floor, led the 
cheers and scored 32 points last 
night as he led the Philadelphia 
76ers to a 1 07- 1 0 1 victory over the 
Cleveland Cavaliers last night. 

Tbe 76crs, the Atlantic Div- 
ision champions, lead the 
Cavaliers 2-0 in their first-round 
best-of-5 National Basketball 
Association playoff series which 
moves to Richfield. Ohio, for 
games 3 and 4. if necessary,, 
tomorrow and Thursday. 

• Michael Jordan scored 36 


points and ted a last-minute surge 
that gave the Chicago Bulls to" a 
109-102 vieiury over the Mil- 
waukee Buck* jcslcrduy and a 
commanding 2-0 lead in their 
best-of-5 National Basketball 
Association playoff series. 

The Bucks, who hud taken a 
brief lead at 84-88 on an eight- 
point run laic in the final period, 
fell behind by six points with 3: 18 
left, but climbed within two at 99- 
97. 

Then Jordan, shaken up in the 
first minute of the fourth quarter 
in a collision with 6-fooi- 10 (208- 
ceniimctrc). 230-pound (104.2- 
kilogramme) Greg Anderson, 
converted a three-point play with 
1:02 left for a 102-97 and then hit 
another basket for 104-100 lead 
after Ricky Pierce had hit a 3- 
poinier. 

Free throws by Bill Cartwright 
and Scoilic Pippen. who finished 
with 32 points, clinched the game 
for the Bulls, who three times had 
17-point leads in the first half. 

Kevin Johnson shook o(T the 
flu to score 22 points and the 
Phoenix reserves ignited a third- 
quarter surge that scaled a 105-87 
victory over the Utah Jazz yester- 
day to even their playoff series at 
1 - 1 . 

Utah's loss was the first for a 
home Leam in the National Bask- 
etball Association playoffs. 


Naples celebrates title 



iagal Wells, partnered by 
had Kinane. 


NAPLES, Italy, April 30, (Reuter): Naples 
exploded in wild celebration yesterday us Diego 
Maradona led Napoli to their second Italian soccer 
League title in the club's 64-year history, won both 
times under his captaincy. 

Oyer 80,000 spectators at the city’s San Paolo 
stadium erupted in a deafening roar to the accom- 
paniment of fireworks and hooters as Napoli scored 
the only goal in their 1-0 win agamsL Lazio and again 
at the. final whistle as the Argentine captain led his 
team in a lap of victory. 

Outside in the soccer-mad city, whAe Maradona 
is sliU highly respected despite a season marred by 
disputes with the club, hundreds of thousands of 
Neapolitans marked the occasion with tumultuous 
-street carnivals and noisy motor cavalcades. 

The narrow streets anil squares of the southern 
port city were festooned with banners and balloons 
in the team’s sky-blue colours and Italy's red. white 
and green. 

Huge effigies of Maradona and the team’s other 
heroes, including Brazilians Careca and Alemao, 
were paraded through the streets, likenesses hung 
frOm windows and balconies '-and Argentine and 
Brazilian flags mingled with Italian ones’. 

•In the evening, the city authorities organised a 
hup* fir**vork display in the harbour. 


Witnesses said the crush of people and vehicles 
had brought the city centre to a standstill. The 
celebrations are expected to last until the end of the 
May Day holiday tomorrow. 

Napoli, who last won the title in 1987,fmished the 
season two points in front of European champions 
AC Milan, who were title favourites only two weeks 
ago. 

Before the match a coffin draped in Milan’s red 
and black colours was carried in a mock funeral 
procession to the stadium and for several days 
vendors had done brisk trade selling phials of a clear 
liquid described as “the tears of Silvio Berlusconi" 
— Milan's business tycoon president. 

Police said 80 people had been injured in the 
Naples area during the celebrations. They said most 
had been injured by fireworks or had fallen off 
motorcycles or from care or lorries. 


One 16-year-old fan was killed and another 
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south of Naples. 

Police said there were also several reports of cars 
set on fire after their drivers abandoned them in the 
middle of the street. 


Ajax draw to stay on top 

THE HAGUE, April 30. (Reuter): Dutch Soccer League leaders Ajax 
Amsterdam and closest challengers PSV Eindhoven both drew yesterday 
to remain separated by two points with one game left. 

Ajax trailed Roda JC 2-0 with five minutes remaining. Substitute Wim 
Jonk closed the gap then an 86th-minule header by Ron Willems salvaged 
a valuable point. 

John van Loen and Eric van dc Lcur capitalised on Ajax mistakes to 
give Roda their initial advantage. 

PSV went ahead against Feyenoord Rotterdam with a 46th-minute 
goal by Wim Kieft but Johnny Metgod levelled six minutes later. 

■ Ajax Amsterdam have asked the European Football Union ( U EFA) 
not to implement next season’s ban from European competitions. 

Ajax chairman Michael van Praag said yesterday that he had written to 
UEFA asking for a pardon. 

“I know we don't have much of a chance. But 1 didn't want to reproach 
myself later for not trying. It’s always wrong not to give something a 
shot,” he said. 

Ajax were originally banned in September last year for two seasons 
after an iron bar was thrown at Austria Vienna’s goalkeeper Franz 
Wohlfart during a UEFA Cup tie. The match was abandoned. 

A UEFA appcals board later halved (he punishment to one season, to 
take effect when the club next qualified for E uropc. • 

Van Praag said the letter was sent with the moral support of the Dutch 
Football Federation and stressed that Ajax fans had rarely disrupted 
European matches in the past. 


Lazaroni set to 
quit after Cup 

RIODEJANEl RO. Brazil, April 30. 
(AP): Brazilian soccer team coach 
Scbasiiao Lazaroni says he will 
resign after the World Cup and 
return to coaching a club, possibly 
Fiorentina of the Italian League. 

"After the Cup. I'm leaving the 
team," Lazaroni said Saturday. 
"The exhaustion (of coaching a 
national team) is great and in July I 
will return to working with a club." 

Lazaroni has been frustrated 
recently by the refusal of some, 
European and Brazilian teams to 
release their players for World Cup | 
irainingand hopes to go to Florence. 

“God willing. I'll sign a deal," he 
said. 

Brazil faces Bulgaria in an exhibi- 
tion game Saturday but Lazaroni 
said he would name a starting leam 
on Thursday. Several European 
stars, such as star striker Careca and 
defenseman Alemao of Italy's 
Napoli team, are scheduled to arrive 
in Brazil in mid-week. 


Barcelona 
return to 
2nd place 

MADRID, April 30, ( Reuter): 
Barcelona beat Athletic Bil- 
bao 4-2 yesterday to return to 
second place in the Spanish 
First Division with one same 
left. 

Two goals each from Dutch 
sweeper Ronald Koeman and 
striker Jose Vaquero lifted the 
Spanish Cup winners to 51 
points, nine behind champions 
Real Madrid. 

Bilbao went ahead after 32 
j minutes with an Ander 
Garitano penalty, but 
Koeman equalised five min- 
utes later. Vaquero scored 
twice in the second half and 
though Bilbao’s Loren Juaroz 
pulled one back after 52 min- 
utes, Koeman made it 4-2 in 
'the 80th. 

Valencia, level on points 
with Barcelona, sent Cclta into 
the Second Division with a 2-1 
win. 

Brazilian T oni Gomez had a 
hand in both Valencia goals, 
the first by Fernando Gomez 
after 59 minutes and the 
second from Emilio Fenoll in 
the 68th. Jose Espinosa replied 
with an 86th minute penalty. 

Atletico Madrid, who drew 
3-3 wilh Real Madrid on 
Saturday, slipped back into 
fourth place on 50 points. 

The main question 
undecided after the weekend 
games was which two teams 
will join Valencia and Atletico 
Madrid in next season's 
UEFA Cup. 

Sevilla, on 43 points, lost 2-1 
io bottom dub Rayo Vallen- 
cano but still stand a good 
chance ofqualifying. Their Jast 
match is at home to Real 
Sodedad, who drew 1-1 with 
Malaga and have 42 points. 

Another team hoping for 
place in Europe are Logrones. 
1-0 winners against Sporting 
Gijon. They visit V alencia next 
weekend. 
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Prize distribution ceremony 

The prize distribution ceremony tor Gull Cricket League (GCL) Patron's Trophy was held on Friday at E.P.i 
ground. The final match was played before (he month of Ramadan. Evergreen beat Sri Lanka Colts in that 
match easily by 85 runs. Iqbal Jr scored 195 and Anjum Raza 64 tor Evergreen while Donald hit 109 and Ray 
scored 56 for Lanka Lions. The prize disfnbution ceremony was presided over by Muhammad Saleh Burud. 
me patron ol GCL GCL secretary Saiiid Raza was also present during the ceremony. Saleh Burud presented 
the trophy to Asad Baig. skipper of Evergreen. 



Hendry beats White 

SHEFFIELD, England. April 30. (Reuter): Scotland’s Stephen Hen- 
dry, 21. became the youngest player to win the World Professional 
Snooker Championship yesterday when he beat England’s Jimmy 
While by 1 8 frames to 12. 

Hendry, a professional for just five years, pocketed the £120,000 
($200,000) first prize after one of the most entertaining finals in the 63- 
year history of the event. 

White, trailing 14- 10 at the start of the final session of the best-of-35- 
frames match, battled hard to keep in touch. But his opponent, winner 
of five major events this season, was too self-assured to permit a 
fightback. 

The first four frames of the last session were shared, Hendry making a 
break of 108 in the 27th. White missed an easy red leading 27-9 in the 
29lh and Hendry punished him with a break of 8 1 . 

He clinched victory in style, winning the 30th frame 101-0 with a 
break of 71. 

Northern Ireland's Alex Higgins was the previous youngest winner, a 
month short of his 23rd birthday when he took the title in 1 972. 

Creator defeats stablemate 


PARIS, April 30, (Reuter): 
Creator, ridden by US jockey 
Cash Asmussen, beat stablemate 
In The Wings by two and half 
lengths yesterday to win the Prix 
Ganay at Longchamp. 

Both horses, owned by Sheikh 
Mohammed, are trained in 
France by Andre Fabre. English 
challenger lbn Bey was a further 
two and a half lengths back in 
third. 

After one false start, Asmus- 
sen jumped Creator off quickly 
and look up the running two 
furlong out. 

In The Wings, partnered by 
Pat Eddery, ran on close to home 


but Creator always had the one 
mile two and half furlong race in 
his grasp. 

Asmussen said of Creator, the 
final foal of the great Mill Reef: 
“He is a great horse. Whenever 
he hears anyone closing, he 
quickens away from them.” 

The Prix Ganay, the first 
group one race of the European 
season, was the only major 
French race to have eluded 
Fabre. 

“I was not surprised at how 
they finished. Though In The 
.Wings may turn out a better 
horse, he was making his reap- 
pearance and needs a mile and a 
half,” the trainer said. 


Five teams listed as World Cup favourites 


MILAN, Italy. April 30. (AP): 
Five powerful teams — two from 
Latin America and three from 
Europe — fit the profile of the 
1990 World Cup champion. 

Cup defender Argentina and 
European champion the Neth- 
erlands top the list of favourites, 
along with host Italy. Brazil and 
West Germany. 

Belgium, Yugoslavia, Spain 
and England also have to be reck- 
oned among the potential winners 
of the World Cup. 

Jn a tournament where close 
marking should keep most scores 
low. superstar forwards like 
Diego Maradona of Argentina or 
Marco van Basten of the Neth- 
erlands may prove to be the decid- 
ing factors. 

"Maradona, and Van Basten 
are almost unstoppable players 
and can make tbe difference bet- 
ween their teams and lhe others,” 
Italian manager AzegJio Vicini 
said. 

Vicini believes that Brazil and 
West ; Germany, combining 
excellent teamwork with 
individual talent, could join 
Argentina and the Netherlands in 
the semifinals. 

“It's up to others to predict 
Italy among the final four,” said 
Vicini. who hopes to lead Italy to 
an unprecedented fourth World 
Cup. 

The first of 52 matches in 12 
Italian cities pits Argentina 
against Cameroon on June 8 in 
Milan. The final is July 8 in Rome. 

Argentina, often • without 
Maradona andolher stars perfor- 
ming in the European Leagues', 


has not been impressive in World 
Cup warmups. 

Its forwards were shut out by 
rival defenses in nine consecutive 
games going back to July 1989. In 
April. Argentina managed only 
one goal against the Scottish club 
Linficld. 

“Exhibition matches are arran- 
ged just to test new tactics and 
players and improve teamwork,” 
said Argentina manager Bilardo. 
“You will see the real strength and 

the determination of the best 
teams when World Cup action 
begins.” 

Maradona, who plays for Ita- 
ly's Napoli, is 29 and has been 
troubled by back injuries. 
However, doctors say he should 
be in top form to help defend the 
Cup won by Argentina in 1986 in 
Mexico. 

Other fa vouri lies have had 
mixed performances in warmup 
matches, too. Italy scored only 
two goals in six games, including a 
1-0 loss to Brazil. The Neth- 
erlands was held lo a scoreless 
draw by Italy and lost 2-1 to the 
Soviet Union and 1-0 to Brazil in 
three recent games. 

West Germany was upset by 
France, a team which failed to 
qualify for the World Cup, in 
February. Last Wednesday. West 
Germany drew 3-3 with Uruguay, 
another World Cup finalist. 

Brazil' registered narrow vic- 
tories over the Italians and Dutch 
earlier this year, then was beaten 
1-0 by England. 

Brazilian manager Sabasliuo 
Lazaroni said he isn’t worried. 

Lazaroni, the first Brazilian 



Diego Maradona 


manager to use a sweeper to tigh-. 
ten up the defence, noted that his 
team allowed only three goals in 
15 matches. 

“Few goals will be scored in the 
next world competition, so you 
need a good defense to protect 
narrow leads,” Lazaroni said. 

By adopting a European-siylc 
defense with Maura Galvao as a 


weeper, Brazil should be more 
balanced. 

But it still has dazzling for- 
wards such as Valdo. Careca and 
Bebeio to provide offensive 
punch, and Romario should 
boost the attack if he rcco\crs 
from a broken leg. 

Brazil is the only country 
besides Italy to have won three 


Marco van Baslen 


World Cup tournaments, but its 
Jast triumph was in 1970 in Mex- 
ico when Pele was still playing. 

Dutch prospects have soared 
since Ruud Gullit relumed lo 
limited action for AC Milan after 
a knee injury. But even if Gullit 
isn't fully recovered. Van Bastcn's 
offensive inventions and a strong 
midfield should keep Holland in 


the thick of competition. 

West Germany, which has rea- 
ched the World Cup finals five 
times and won two titles, fields 
match-winners such as Lothar 
Mauhaeus, Jurgen Klinsmann 
and Andy Moellar. Mauhaeus 
and Klinsmann scored goals in 
the 3-3 draw with Urugay. 

Italy, the bookmakers' 
favourite, should benefit from the 
support ofhome crowds. 

The team is strong at midfield 
and defense, but must improve at 
the front line to repeal the 
triumph of 1982 and avoid the 
flop of 1 986 in Mexico. 

Striker Gianluca Vialli. trou- 
bled by a fool injury, did not score 
a single goal in five warmups, 
sharply reducing the offensive 
efficiency of the Italian team. 

Young striker Salvatore 
Schillad could boost the attack. 

Barely behind in talent are four 
other European sides. 

Belgium fields one of the 
world’s best goalies. Michel 
Prcud'homme, and the leading 
scorer of World Cup qualifying 
rounds, 24-year-old forward 
Marc Degiyse. 

England, seeded in Group F so 
that its violence-prone fans can be 
secluded on the island of Sardinia, 
upset powerful Brazil in Wembley 
inMarcb It boasts an expectional 
goalkeeper. Peter Shilton, and 
fine wingers John Barnes and 
Chris Waddle. 

Yugoslavia relies on talented 
midfielder Dragan Stojkovic. and 
Spain hopes that brilliant striker 
Emilio Butragueno will take it to 
the top. 


Mercedes 
made to fight 
by Jaguar 

MONZA. Italy, April 30. 
(Reuter): Frenchman Jean- 
Louis Schlesser and his 
Italian co-driver Mauro Baldi 
gave Mercedes a second suc- 
cessive win in the 1990 World 
Sportscar Championship yes- 
terday but the West German 
factory leam was made to 
fight by resurgent Jaguar. 

From the first corner, when 
West German Jochen Mass in 
a Mercedesand Jaguar driven 
Jan Lammers of the Neth- 
erlands knocked each other 
off the track, the two works 
teams duelled throughout the 
480 kilometres race. 

Both cars were back in the 
(op four behind leaders 
Schlesser and Baldi by half- 
distance. 

In the final lap mass 
attacked the second-placed 
Jaguar of Briton Marlin 
Brand le. He overtook him. 
with two bends left to give 
Mercedes a one-two triumph 
ahead of Jaguar's third and 
fourth place. 

“My engine cut twice on the 
last lap.’ said Brundle. “There 
was nothing 1 could do to stop 
Jochen passing me." 

Fuel proved the major 
problem in what will proba- 
bly be the fastest round of the 
championship. The race las- 
ted jus i two hours 17 minutes 
and the winning car averaged 
210 kph. 

Nissan were running a 
strong fifth when Briton 
Mark Blundell slopped with a 
lap remaining, the fuel tank of 
his car empty. 


Gorospe takes 
overall lead 

UBRIQUE, Spain. April 30, 
(AP): Spaniard Julian Gorospe 
look the overall lead of the 45th 
Tour of Spain cycling race yester- 
day after Denmark's Jesper 
Worre won the sixth leg, a moun- 
tain-studded course that ended 
the hopes of several riders. 

Worre finished the 195,2- 
kilometre (121 -mile) leg from 
Loja to Ubrique in five hours, 
eight minutes and 49 seconds, 61 
seconds ahead of East German 
Hartmut Bolts and 62 seconds 
ahead of third-place finisher Fer- 
nando Quevedo of Spain. 

Gorospe was in a pack of J4, 
65 seconds off Worre’s pace. 
Gorospe's aggregate time of 
24:16:32 gave him a 25-second 
lead over Marco Giovannetti of 
Italy and a 45-second advantage 
over Soviet Viktor Klimov, who 
led for the previous five days. 

After Saturday's fourth leg, 
Klimov led the field by two min- 
utes and four seconds. 

WoTe joined several dozen 
riders who broke early in the leg, 
which featured three’ mountain 
passes, the steepest 35 kilometres 
(22-miles) before the finish line. 

The Dane took the lead on the 
climb up the first-class Las 
Palomas pass. 
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Jahangir and Martin blast referee 


KARLSRUHE. We»t Germany. April 30. 
(Reuter): Jahangir Khan and Rodney Martin 
hurled bitter accusations at each other — and 
at the referee — yesterday after their quarter- 
final match at the European Open Squash 
Championship. 

Jahangir, Pakistan's world number one. 
repeated his success in lost week's British 
Open final by beating Martin 9-151 5-5 15-12 
12-15 15-4, but was then heavily criticised by 
the angry Australian. 


"He played on after at least five double- 
bounces." Martin said. "If he has to win 
matches by doing that, be has lost all my 
respect,” 

Jahangir denied the allegation, and hit back 
by accusing Martin of bong too physical. 

“He pushed and pulled me throughout the 
match and would not let me get to the ball. 
This was nor a clean game," Jahangir said. 

Both players agreed on one thing: They 
were critical of Edgar Bock, the West German 
referee. 


"He was absolutely pathetic,” said Martin. 
“I t was one of the worst refereeing displays 
1 have ever seen," Jahangir added. 

"The general standard of refoeeingaround 
the world is not good,” Jahangir said. "And 1 
believe a group of top refereesgoing around to 
all the major events is the only answer.” 
Eccentric refereeing was certainly a con- 
tributing factor to a match that remained very 
much a lottery until Jahangir took control of 
the fifth game, which he won in just 10 min- 


In the semifinals, Jahangir will play Chris 
Dittmar, the world number three, who needed 
only 38 minutes to defeat unseeded fellow 
Australian Tristan Nancarrow 15-12 15-17 
15-9. 

Chris Robertson will play Brett Martin. 
Rodney's older brother, in the other, afl-Aus- 

tralian, semifinal. 

Robertson beat Pakistan's Mir Zaman Gul 
15-7 15-12 15-9 and Martin defeated 
England's Bryan Beeson 15-10 15-8 15-6. 



Italian clubs 

MILAN, Italy. April 30. (AP): 'A 
record of nine Italian soccer teams — 
half of the First Division — will go 
into the European Cup competitions 
next season if AC Milan, Fiorentina 
and Sampdoria win this year's finals. 
Title holders qualify for the next edi- 
tionsand UEFA, soccer's governing 
body in Europe, said today no other 
country has had nine teams in its 
three competitions. 

Davis wins 

MADRID. April 30. (Reuter): Rod- 
r Davis took a major step towards 


m 


in Europe by winning the Spanish 
Open at Club de Campo yesterday. 
The Australian's final round of 66, 
the second-lowest of the tournament, 
left him 1 1 under par on 277 and 
avenged his defeat by Bernhard Lon- 
ger in last weekend's Madrid Open. 

France triumph 

LOS ANGELES. April 30. 1 Reuter): 
France beat the United States 3-2 
(15-11 15-10 14-1613-15 17-16) in a 
Group A World Volleyball League 
match yesterday. 

Youth tourney 

GUATEMALA CITY, April 30, 
(Reuter): Results of matches played 
in the North-Central America and 
Caribbean Football Association 
Concacaf youth tournament yester- 
day: Surinam 2. Bermuda I: United 
States 2. Costa Rica 0. 

Madrid race 

MADRID, Spain, April 30. (AP): 
Jose Cesar Souza of Brazil won the 
Madrid marathon today, finishing 
the course in 2 hours. 14 minutes and 
24 seconds. 

Yugoslav title 

ZAGREB. Yugoslavia, April 30, 
(.Reuter): Twice European club 
champions Jugoplastika split won 
their third successive Y ugosla v bask- 
etball tide by beating Red Star Bel- 
grade 1 1 3-89 yesterday. 

Brazil beaten 

BRASl LI A. April 30. ( Reuter): Italy 
continued to enjoy success against 
Brazil by beating their hosts 15-10 
15-5 10-15 15-10 yesterday in a' 
World Volleyball League Pool A 
match. 

China Cup 

BEIJING, April 30, (AP): China's 
Yang Bo performed flawlessly on the 
balance beam to win the only perfect 
score of the China Cup international 
gymnastic tournament and lead a 
Chinese sweep of gold medals in 
women's competition. 

Bebeto injured 

RJO DE JANEIRO, April 30, 
(Reuter): Brazilian striker Bebeto 
will miss a World Cup soccer warm- 
up game against Bulgaria on Satur- 
day after suffering an injury ar the 
weekend. 

American jockey 

PARIS, April 30, (Reuter): 
American jockey Cash Asmussen 
has won the right to ride in two classic 
races in England and France next 
week after a successful appeal against 
a four-day ban. 


Aussies rout Bangladesh 

Taylor Man of the Match 
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Peler Taylor 


SHARJAH, United Arab 
Emirates, April 30, (AP): 
Favourites Australia took it easy 
against rookies Bangladesh, 
coasting to a seven-wicket vic- 
tory in the last group game of the 
Australasia Cup tournament 
today. 

The unbeatan Australians 
won with 24.2 overs to spare after 
being set a modest target of 135 
to win in 50 overs. 

Peter Taylor, promoted up the 
order as the Australians took a 
laid-back approach to a game, 
won the Man of the Match award 
of S500 for an undefeated 54. 

There was little drama in the 
match since the semiflnalists 
have already been decided. 

Australia were 140 for three 
wickets in 25.4 overs after con- 
taining Bangladesh to 134 for 8. 

Taylor, best known as a spin- 
ner, also notched up his half-cen- 
tury in 47 balls, the fastest 50 in 
the tournament so far. 

That beat Pakistani Ejaz 
Ahmed's 48-delivery 50 against 
Sri Lanka yesterday. Taylor hit 
three boundaries. 


The Australians also 
experimented with makeshift 
openers Simon O'Donnell and 
lan Healy who put on 50 in 10.3 
overs before being parted. 

Bangladesh, 'who decided to 
bat first after winning the toss, 
owed their total to Aminul Islam 
who was no tout on 41 in 76 balls. 

Bangladesh and India have 
been knocked out. But despite 
their two defeats, against New 
Zealand and now Australia, 
Bangladesh were not disgraced. 

Compared to their opponents, 
who have been cricketing nations 
for decades, the Bangladeshis are 
newcomers to international 
cricket. 

Cup holders Pakistan take on 
New Zealand in the first semi- 
final tomorrow. Australia faces 
Sri Lanka Wednesday in the 
other semi-final of the $1 00,000. 


Scoreboard 

BANGLADESH: 

Azhar Hussain c Healy b Hug Ives . 5 
Z. Razzaque c Healy b Campbell .. 4 

GariAshrafb Peter Taylor 18 

Akram Khan c Marsh b O'Donnell 13 


No clear Open favourite 


MONTE CARLO, April 30, (.Reuter): The absence of 
world number one Ivan Lendl and the topsy-turvy form of 
the world's leading tennis players suggest that, for once, 
there will be no. clear favourite when the French Open 
starts in four weeks' time. 

Andrei Chesnokov, a semi finalist at Roland Garros last 
year,' walked off with the biggest prize of his career with 
victory yesterday in the SI million Monte Carlo Open, 
adding nis name to a growing list of those capable of 
winning in Paris. 

But a week earlier the Soviet player had made a surprise 
second round exit to 17-year-old Frenchman Fabrice 
Santoro when he was defending his title in the Nice Open, 
showing he is by no means immune to the fluctuations of 
form afflicting almost everyone since the European clay 
court season opened. 

"It's too soon to say how well I can do at the French 
Open." he said cautiously. "There you have to take one 
round at a time. There arc many, many players who can do 
well.” 

Chesnokov is right — there will be no shortlists for the 
French men's singles title. AH lists of contenders must 
inevitably be long. 

For that, one can only thank or blame Lendl and Mats 
Wiiander who have taken six of the last eight trophies at 
Roland Garros between them and who start as automatic 
favourites each year for the only Grand Slam title contes- 
ted on clay. 

Lendl is ducking Paris this year to concentrate on 
Wimbledon, the one major title which has eluded him. and 
the Swede is so manifestly out of form, practice and 
inspiration only a giraffe would stick its neck out on his 
behalf. 

World numbers two and three Stefan Ed berg and Boris 
Becker are poised to fill the vacuum — and make the jump 
to pass Lendl and become world number one. 

But the Monte Carlo tournament showed once again 


that these two giants of the attacking game have their 
limitations on day and will always be vulnerable to a 
dogged baseliner. 

Ed berg went out in his first match to Juan Aguilera and 
Becker fell at the next hurdle, another victim to a Spanish 
day court specialist, this lime Emilio Sanchez. 

That neither Aguilera nor Sanchez was able to go on to 
the final illustrates how variable form is proving to be this 
season. 

Whether Ed berg or Becker, any more than John McEn- 
roe before them, can ever win at Roland Garros remains 
debatable. They were close last year when the Swede beat 
Becker in a five-set semifinal, only to lose a dose final with 
American teenager Michael Chang. 

Both would dearly love to win in Paris, not because they 
like clay but because it would give them enormus stature as 
great all-round players. 

Since tennis went open more than 20 years ago, only 
Bjorn Borg has won on the totally contrasting surfaces of 
day and grass At Roland Garros and Wimbledon. But he 
was a one-off genius who picked upa record six titles in the 
French and five in a row in London. 

Becker, like Edberg brought up on day but with a game 
far better suited to faster surfaces, has long made it clear 
just how much he needs to win in Paris. 

But his distaste for the patience and defensive instincts 
required is obvious. Asked iffae approved of Lendl missing 
the French Open, he said: "If I won the French three times, 

I would never play on day again." His expression showed 
he meant it. 

If they cannot do it, then who can? Will Chang, the first 
American to win in Paris in 34 years, the youngest Grand 
Slam men's singles winner ever and the biggest upset of 
recent years, be able to do it again? 

Or will his breakthrough encourage another young 
American to follow? Andre Agassi, Aaron Krickstem, Jim j 
Courier and Pete Sampras are already waiting in the wings. 


Stewarttakes Athletics past Red Sox 
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Baltimore Orioles Joe Orsulak leaps'ai the fence to catch a deep fly ball 
hi! by Seattle Mariners' Harold Reynolds. (Reuter wirephoto). 


BOSTON, April 30, (AP): Dave 
Stewart won his 19th consecutive 
decision in April and beat Roger 
Clemens for the fourth straight 
time yesterday as the Oakland 
Athletics defeated the Boston 
Red Sox. 

Jose Canseco's run-scoring 
single in the first inning decided a 
duel between two of baseball’s 
premier pitchers and ended Oak- 
land’s six-game losing streak at 
Fenway Park. 

Stewart (5-0) j§ave up six hits in 
7 2-3 innings, striking out six and 
walking four. Dennis Eckersley 
finished for his seventh save in 
seven opportunities. Clemens (4- 
1) allowed four hits, walked four 
and struck out two in seven 
innings. 

Angels 4, Yankees 3 

Mark Langston allowed two 
runs in six-plus innings for his 
second victory with California as 
the Angels held of! the New York 
Yankees to snap a three-game 
losing streak. 

Steve Balboni filed out with 
the bases loaded to end the game 
as California stopped a seven- 
game losing streak at Yankee 
stadium. The only lime New 
York won more consecutive 
games from the Angels at home 
was during the 1 961 -62 seasons. 

Langston (2-1) allowing one 
run and four hits in six innings. 
Dave Lapoinc ( 1-2) was the loser. 

After the game, the Angels 
traded Claudel! .Washington and 
Minor Leaguer Rich Mon- 
leleone to the Yankees for Luis 
Polonia. 


Indians 6, Twins 4 

Rookie Carlos Baerga hit an 
RBI triple and scored, offsetting 
his own sloppy defense as the 
Cleveland Indians beat the Min- 
nesota Twins and remained the 
only unbeaten team at home. 

The Indians are 6-0 at 
Cleveland Stadium this year and 
have won 10 straight there since 
last September. Tbe victory put 
them over .500 (9-8) for the first 
lime this season. 

Cleveland has won four 
straight overall and the Twins 
have lost four in a row. Greg 
Swindell (2-2) pitched 5 2-3 
innings and Doug Jones got his 
sixth save in six opportunities. 
Roy Smith (0-3) took the loss. 
Orioles 5, Mariners 4 

Rene Gonzales hit a solo home 
run with one out in the ninth 
inning and the Baltimore Orioles 
beat the Seattle Mariners, ending 
a five-game losing streak. 

Gonzales connected for his 
first home run since June 1, 1989. 
He homered off Mike Jackson 
(1-1) and slopped Seattle’s four- 
game winning string. Mark 
Williamson (1-0) got the victory. 
Resolts 
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Farooque Ahmed I bw Waugh 6 

Minhaz-ul-Haque c Healy b Peter 

Taylor .......... . 0 

Amin-ul-lslam not out 41 

Enam-ul-HaquecJonesb Waugh 18 

Nasir Ahmed b O'Donnell 3 

JA Talukdar not out 7 

Extras (2b, 71b. 8w, 2nb) 19 

Total (lor eight in 50 overs) 134 

Did not bat GJtf. Nausher 

Fall of Wickets: 1-10, 2-12, 3-33, 4-47, 

5-50,6-59.7-107.8-121. 

Bowling: Merv Hughes 10-3-15-1 
( 1 w, 2nb). Greg Campbell 10-1-32-1 
(4w), Steve Waugh 10-2-22-2 (2w), 
Simon O'Donnell 10-1-34-2 (Iwj, 
Peter Taylor 10-2-22-2. 

AUSTRALIA: 

S. O'Donnell c Ashraf b Abedin ... 20 
Ian Healy c Hussain b Nausher ... 34 
DeanJonescF.AhmedbAbedin 19 

Peter Taylor notout 54 

Merv Hughes not out 10 

Extras: (iw, Inb, 11b) 3 

Total (for 3 wickets in 25.4 overs) 140 
Fall of wickets: 1 -50. 2-58, 3-102. 

Did not bat: Allan Border (capL), 
Geoff Marsh. Mark Taylor, David 
Boon . Steve Wa ug h a nd G reg Camp- 
bell. 

Bowling: G.M. Nausher 6-0-27-1. 
JA Talukdar 4-0-20-0 (Iw). Azhar 
Hussain 7-1-26-0 (Inb). Minhaz-ul 
Abedin 6-0-43-2 (lib). Amin-ul Islam 
1.4-0-16-0, Enam-ul Hague 1-0-7-0. 


Italy name 
22 players for 
World Cup 

ROME, April 30, (UPI): Azegiio 
Vicini, coach of Italy’s national 
soccer team, today announced his 
squad of 22 players for the World 
Cup finals to be held in Italy June 
8 through July 8. 

The squad is as follows, with 
each player'selub side included in 
parentheses. 

Goalkeepers: Walter Zenga 
(Internazionale), Gianluca 
Pagliuca (Sampdoria), Stefano 
Tacconi (Juventus). 

Defenders: Franco Baresi (AC 
Milan), Giuseppe Bergomi 
(Inter), Luigi De Agostini (Juven- 
tus), Ciro Ferrara (Napoli), Ric- 
cardo Ferri (Inter), Paolo MaWini 
(AC Milan), Pietro Vierchowod 
(Sampdoria). 

Midfielders: Carlo Aucelotti 
(AC Milan), Nicola Berti (Inter), 
Fernando de Napoli (Napoli), 
Giuseppe Giannini (Roma), 
Giancarlo Marocchi (Juventus). 

Forwards: Roberto Baggio 
(Fiorentina), Andrea Carnevale 
(Napoli), Roberto Donadoni 
(AC Milan), Roberto Manrini 
(Sampdoria), Salvatore Schiflad 
i (Juventus), Aldo Serena (Inter), 
Gianluca Viaili (Sampdoria). 


Benn stops 
Dewitt, takes 
WBO title 

ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey, 
April 30, (UP!): Nigel Benn dropped 
Dough Dewitt three times in the 
eighth round yesterday to stop him in 
their scheduled 12-round middl- 
eweight bout. 


1 with 24 knockouts and captured the 
World Boxing Organization title 
From Dewitt. 

Dewitt, of Yonkers, New York, 
dropped to 32-7-4. 

Benn survived a second-round 
knockdown to take control by bat- 
tering Dewin with left hooks to the 
head. Dewitt was cut on the left eye 
and rocked several times before Benn 
finished him in the eighth. 

In the opening seconds of the 
round, Benn unleashed a left hook 
that dropped Dewiu along the ropes. 
Dewitt arose on shaky legs, but never 
recovered as Benn put him down 
again with a right uppercut 

A chopping right to the bead foll- 
owed by two wide lefts decked Dewiu 
again, prompting the fight to be stop- 
ped because of the three-knockdown 
rule. 

Benn, who was stopped in six 
rounds by fellow Englishman 
Michael Watson last year in his big- 
gest fight before Sunday, said he con- 
sidered (he lightly regarded WBO 
title important. 

“This is like a dream come true,” 
he said.- u Dewitt is a very tough figh- 
ter." 

Dewitt said he will retire. 

“This is definitely quits for me," 
Dewitt said. “When you lose to a guy 
you would ha ve beaten a year or two 
ago...! had him down in the second 
round and should have finished 
him.” 



Viv Richards: hit 59 


Alvin Kallicharran: scored 76 


Kallicharran slams Northants 


Richards gets county cap 


LONDON. April 30, (Reuter): West Indies captain 
Viv Richards was awarded his county cap by 
Glamorgan after a match-winning performance in 
the English Sunday League. 

Richards blasted 59 of his new county's total of 
182 for nine, an innings which included a six and 
eight fours. It was enough to secure a 32 runs 
triumph over Leicestershire. 

Another West Indies Test cricketer in sparkling 
form was veteran Alvin Kallicharran. He led War- 
wickshire to a seven wickets victory against North- 
amptonshire with a b rillian t 76. 

He cracked eight boundaries and put on 1 14 for 
the second wicket with Australian Tom Moody, 
who made 46. 

England's Allan Lamb made 70 ofT78 deliveries 
and Robert Bailey 58 in a second wicket stand of 1 28 
for Northamptonshire. 

Simon Base claimed four wickets for the second 
Sunday running as Derbyshire beat Worcestershire 
by 35 runs. He snapped up four for 32 as Worcester- 
shire collapsed to 158 all out attempting to beat 
Derbyshire’s 193 for seven. 

Base shared the honours with teenager Chris 
Adams who held three superb catches, including the 
prizescalpofGraemeHickfor46as he attempted to 
hit Adrian Kuiper for six. 

Former England captain David Gower's debut 
for Hampshire ended in defeat as Kent, inspired by a 
Sunday best 95 from Neil Taylor, won by 53 runs. 
Gower made 32. 

Current England skipper Graham Gooch 
removed Derek Pringle from the Essex attack after a 
three for five burst and the county went down by 1 2 
runs to Middlesex. 

Results 

At Lord's: Middlesex beat Essex by 12 runs. 
Middlesex 220 for six innings dosed (K. Brown 50, 
R. Butcher 44 not out, M. Ramprakash 40: D. 
Pringle four for 27). Essex 208 in 39.5 overs (M. 


Waugh 44: J. Eraburey three for 49). Middlesex four 
points. 

At Canterbury: Kent beat Hampshire by 53 runs. 
Kent 213 for six innings dosed (N. Taylor 95). 
Hampshire 1 50 foreighlinningsdosecftC Smith 47; 
R. Davis four for 25). Kent four points. 

At Derby: Derbyshire beat Worcestershire by 35 
runs. Derbyshire 193 for seven innings dosed (K. 
Barnett 66, P. Bowler 40; R. Illingworth three for 
41). Worcestershire i 58 in 37.5 overs (G. Hick 46. P. 
Neale 40: S. Base four for 32). Derbyshire four 
points. 

At Edgbaston: Warwickshire beat Northamp- 
tonshire by seven wickets. Northamptonshire 196 
for five innings closed (A. Lamb 70, R. Bailey 58). 
Warwickshire 200 for three in 37.3 overs (A. KaJIi- 
charran 76, T. Moody 56). Warwickshire four 
points. 

At Hove: Sussex beat Surrey by three wickets. 
Surrey 194 for eight innings dosed (A. Stewart 64, 
G. Thorpe 53; I. Salisbury three for 40). Sussex 198 
for seven in 39.8 overs (A. Wells 86 not out). Sussex 
four points. 

At Trent Bridge: Lancashire beat Nottingham- 
shire by five wickets. Nottinghamshire 193 in 39.3 
overs (T. Robinson 61; M. Atherton three for 33, P. 
Defrcitas three for 36). Lancashire 194 for five in 
.38.4 overs (G. Fowler 52, G. Loyd 47). Lancashire 
four points. 

• At Cardiff: Glamorgan beat Leicestershire by 32 
runs. Glamorgan 182 for nine innings closed (V. 
Richards 59; L. Taylor three for 34). Leicestershire 
1 50 in 38. 1 overs(J. Whitaker 72; M. Frost three for 
30). Glamorgan four points. 

■ Somerset beat Gloucestershire by 10 wickets on 
the final day of a four-day English county Campion- 
ship cricket match at Taunton yesteraay, scores: 
Gloucestershire 197 in 64. 1 overs and 339 (J. Lloyds 
93: A. Jones six for 75). Somerset 438 in 94. 1 overs 
and 99 for no wicket (S. Cook 62 not out). Somerset 
24 points. Gloucestershire five. 


Ballesteros still upset 


MADRID, April 30. (Reuter): 
Severiano Ballesteros, still fum- 
ing about Nick Faldo's condem- 
nation of Club de Campo as a 
possible Ryder Cup venue in 
1993, was again critical of the 
English player after yesterday’s 
Spanish Open Golf Champion- 
ship. 

“Faldo is just one other player 
in the Ryder Cup and all he has 
got to do is play and shut up," the 
Spaniard said. 


‘‘It's not fair that there is no 
Spaniard on the Ryder Cup com- 
mittee,’’ he added. Bernard 
Gallagher (Europe's captain) 
told me after the last RyderCup I 
would be invited but I haven't 
been.” 

Faldo upset Ballesteros on 
Thursday when he said the 
course was not big enough to 
accommodate large crowds and 
its lay-out could favour the 
Americans. 






Amateur boxing 

John Herara of the United States (right) and Anatoly Fillipov of the Soviet Union 
struggle to fain advantage in fheir amateur boxing bout in Moscow on Sunday. 
Fillipov won the three-round 48-kg class bout (Reuter wirephoto) 


■ Thomas Hearns* successful tide 
defense left behind many questions 
for theonly man ever to win cham- 
pionships in five weight classes. 

Among the doubts after Hearns’ 
1 2-round unanimous decision Satur- 
day over Michael Olajide is how the 
31-year-old Hearns will fare in bis 
next fight on legs that grow more 
unsteady with each match. 

“Tommy's legs did look a little 
shaky.' 1 said Hearns’ trainer Eman- 
uel Steward. "What I would like to 
do is take another fight real quick, 
and then make an assessment.” 
Hearns admitted that dropping 


from his natural weight of 185 pound 
(83.8 kilogrammes) to defend his 
168-pound (76-1 -kilogramme) super 
■middleweight class took something 
out of him. 

“The next one will be better, 1 ’ said 
Hearns, who failed to put Olajide 
away in the ninth round after drop- 
ping him with a right hand. “Tonight 
the ‘Hit Man' was not there." 

He said he felt too loose from the 
start and struggled to regain his 
focus. Hearns also admitted ne failed 
to cut off the ring against Olajide and 
finish him off as he might have done 
in his younger days. 
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Frost beats 
Norman on 
72nd hole 

NEW ORLEANS, April 30, 
(Reuter): David Frost holed a 
50-foot sand shot on the 72nd 
hole to defeat snake-bit Greg 
Norman by one stroke and 
win the SI million New 
Orleans Classic golf tour- 
nament on Sunday at the 
English Turn Gol f and Coun- 
try Club. 

Norman, who has so often 
been beaten by incredible 
final shots, was edged out 
again playing a torrid last 
round to move into a winning 
position. 

The Australian, who be^an 
the round five shots behind 
frost, slammed a two iron 205 
yards to within nine inebes of 
the hole at Lhe 471 -yard 18th 
and made birdie to complete a 
brilliant seven-under-par 65 
and tie the South African. 

Frost put his approach on 
1 8 in the left greenside bun ker 
and needed to get up-and- 
down to save par and force a 
playoff. His shot, however, j 
found the hole for birdie giv- 
ing him hs fourth career US 
Tour victory and a 5180,000 
pay day. 

Frost said he felt confident 
about his final shoL Norman 
and frost made the only bir- 
dies at 1 8 all day. 

"I had a feeling I would 
hole the shot.” said FrosL 
who finished with a 69 for a 
total of 12-under-par 276. 
“But out on the fairway 1 was 
playing for a four." 

"The more you get there (in 
contention), the more com- 
fortable you get,"Frost said. 
“I didn’t tell anyone but I 
thought I -would win all 
week." 






